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Ix a former paper, [ have bricly referred o the péeuliarity of nest struc-
ture made by the larvae of our large Tepidopterous Nocturnal insects,®
in order to show that an attempt should be made to separate species on
the similarity of form and teature of these structures.  No doubt, when
Lintownology beconaes thuroughly studied throughout the Dominion, much
of the confusion in our present generic classification will be removed by
means of imestigations into the early history of larve and imagines of the
many genera.  True, this may be pronounced a theory 5 but when I find

* Fitdh, in his Report for 1839, gives sumc pertinent ramarks regading the nomen-
clature of tlacns cccropia. When Linnweus fivst noticed this moth in the cabinet of
Queen Ulrica, it vas at that Lime the largest and must sumptuous of the kinld known to
him, aind Le named it as abuve, but®Sir James E. Swith aud latterly Dr. Hareis have
statel that the Lionwan generic and spucific nomendature are inexplicable. Fiteh adds
that “ the name Afta s, meaniug cegant, or counceted Lo the Athenians, was originally
given by Linnweus to a scetion or sub-genus of his group Bonsyana, having the wings
expianded when ot rest. Sclrank aftorwards gave the nane Selnran to the same insects.
Gurtar subsequently 1evived the original Liznwan natie, but most anthors still continue
the name projusal by Schirauk.  Duncan (Jardine's Naturalist’s Library, vol. vii.) has
vecently propused dividing chese insects iuto guice w number of genera. Plain, and in the
main judicious as his arrangenent of than is, he, in our view, mproperly ignores the
name Jlacns, and unfortunately gives an crrohicous Jocativn to some of the species.
Thus our American Ceeropia and Proscthar are the two species which he figures and
fully deseribes as illustrating Lis genus Hyd'vpdios oy 3ty it its name implics, this genue
is charactuised as having large hy aline glass like sputs on the middle of the wings, But
1o vestige of such sputs enists in either of these species. The author has evidently heen
misled by figures, resuming the white spots represnted in the centre of the wings to be
hyaline, whoreas thiey arc opagque. A new situation must therfore be assigned to these
two insecis.™  Titch further stutes that *¢ Cocropiet, Py vmethed, and the East Indian species
named Cyathic of Drury, proot astriking likeness to cach other Loth in their prepara-
tory and perfeet states ;" and he adds that 43t is o renarkable feature in the Insect
Fauna of this country that we possiss suci a number of Large showy moths of the group
Attacus of Linneus. * ® ¥ * * we havein the State of New York alone eight of these
clegant moths.> At page 136 he ramarks that our Lasa “is almost identical with the



