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priesthood would create troulde. If foreigners were allowed to enter they
would build churckes, and the rabble woulid destroy them and probalily kill
some of the worshippers. This weull embruil the nation with nations
more powerful.  We recagnize the fact that we would he Detter o if we
had a good many Americans here, becanse of their cnergy and enterprise §
but we have those that are here, anl we must do the best we ean with
them.**

The educated minority would aladly et rid of the priesis ; and on one
oceasion, In Guayaquil, the Jesuits wen: forced to leave the country.
There is no pablic record of the numbier of priests, though every pri(-st-is
om the national pay-roll.  Each provinee has a2 bishop with an eeclesiastical
staff, and there is onc archbishop. A tax of 10 pereent is eallacted an il
agrienltural produce for the bishogs, and an added 7 per cent for rectors.
The curates are paid §75 2 month. Ia Guayaquil there are said o be
abont 200 priests, ranging from the well-to-do to the barcfooted mendi-
cants. The mendicants go throuzxh the market, and if the hucksters do
not see them coming the best fruits and vegetables go into the basket, and
the unfortunate venders have to be content with a scant blessing.

Services begin in the churches at three oclock in the morning. Each
charch has a chime of bells.  Each bell has a scparate Tope :tnd Tinger.
The object of each ringer is to make as much nwise as possible.  They run
up and down the scale with a shythmic clangor.  Thereis not a hell in the
city that is not cracked except the clock tower bells on the cathiedral and
marked.

In providing for their wants the priesis ~haree for cvery service.  Mass
for the dear departed is oo dear for the lower classes, and a mass is fre-
quently split up as the loltery prizes are.  If 2 man or woman cannot
afiord 2 whole mass he can oot half of it, or any lesser pereentage, if he
can find others willing to subsscribe.  Then the mass is said for Tom, Dick,
and Jazty, and—others.  The others can fill in the Ulanks. The churches
have no pews.  The women go to church accompanied by x servant.  The
htier castics * priedicu. and the worshipper kneels en 8. The men, gener-
aliy few in nunber and more interested in the waorshippers than in the ser-
vice, stand during the mass

The Sundays are holidars.  Cockpits are owned by the city 1 and I
dave seen priests in uniform—they all wear uniforms—hetting in the ring.
The theatres are open on Sunday evening.  The buli ring in Guavaquil
wxs apen on Sunday afternoons until recently, when the growth of the city
made the Jand more valuable for Luilding purposes.  The devont worship-
pers rose in time to take in carly mass, in onder to have morning, afternoon,
and cvening free for pleasure.

The funerals are a large source of priestly revenue, and they form an in-
teresting spectacle.  They ave alwavs held at night.  When the family can
aZorl it, the priest, with assistantsand attendants, marchies at the head of the
poeession.  When the priests have an ont-of-doors function, they march in



