
up frequent and regular correspondence. Just as at tic tiuie of the first

persuecutions of thec Church, so now these letters are passed froin band to
lalld. froni village to village, and fromn province to province tuxtil they

lcnic .o and alinost illeibie. One of thlese letters, addressed ta tlie

Cijuirei at T-, a littie village of the province of Xiv be'gins thîîs
"To the -teil-beiovedl in Christ, brothers and ste of the churcli at
T-, salutation." Tien foliows the exhortation "Tace care, brcthren,
tllat your chtrrch, which. for ten years has iade its voice heard like a

rupebe not si!enced now." In another letter, addlressed ta the

churcli at P-, the bretlxren are exhorted : " Gird up your loins ini

VieWv Of the grreat confliet, for the enemny rejoices over your fcebleness.

Taie care that your eiders are moin of goid eptandi do not forget the

iioor aitd tlie oppressed when yon assemnble about the Lord's table."
àbet us penetrate into the interior of ont of thiese coiununities. They

Ilave no special building for tîjeir services. "' overty, simplîcity, and

austeirt distingiiish the meetingr-places of thxe Stundists."' They ineet iii

the heuse_ of sorne peasant, in a rooin scrupulously neat, whichi on Sabbath

rnorning is cicared in haste of its beds, furniture, and provisions. Onl the

1Vhitcwlalled Nvils bang two or three Scripture texts, 011 the earthen floor

rude benlcies and chairs are placed. At the end of thu rooin stands a

lhttie table, covcred wvit1î a whitec eloth, and a chair fur the preacher. On

thle table rcst a B3ible and a collection of hymalis, niany of iYhicli are froin

the Engiyish.
lleading« and cxphinatioii of SOIne N~ew Testanient passage occupies the

principal place in the service, but singing also plays a large part. The
littie Russqianý," have a highly deveioped miusical sense. Ail strange rs

who attend tise nieefings of the Stundists are st.ruck -with the beaut of

hiri sangs,. Mauy of their original hynins are very rcnxarkable. The
Stundists knicei iii prayer and pray ninchi. Thev pray often for tixe E m-

ptror ; thetir ,%rayer,- are long, and frcquently acca mpjaniedi by tears, and
are characteri7cd, abOve ail, bY great humlility, while tbcy use thecir hymns

,a epress nhe, jy iii ChrisL.

hlcrc is a desqcrip)tion given liv an cye-witniess of one of their assei-

114es: - They sainte ecd othecr %Vit!' lxaxd-slxakes and enîlraces, thxe mn

Lký1isin thle nien and the %vonen the woinxen. Thon they sit down, the
mnen on ene siac, the wvonien on fixe other. The eider takcs bis place at

the table and gives out a chiant. Ilc thon rcads and explains aechapter ini

fie l3ibie, and gives an opportunity for any o cise tsi addi a word of ex-

îatix.womea are not îocrilnit.teà to tearh, but follu)wing.« Cor. i
Il.vare perrnitted to pray inii meeting_. Af4ter severui hyrnns and pravers,

lIme rfider ckbscs thxe servitc Nvith a sermon."
Thiey celera.te thie Lord's Supper as du the Protestant churches of the

\VcSt. It is custoilary for the Stuindists to linger after Service and ex-
clsange necws andi read letters froni thecir friends in lîrison or exile.

A\ Stundist inarriago is celeh'raUnI ili the ftlls ing nnerr: On tule
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