THE COLONIST

His Locdship immediately on obtaioiog this
.concession began to proparve for settliug the
dand. He sent agents into the Highlands of
Scotland and others to Ireland to gather set.
lers togetherand in thesame ycarabatch of these
.arrived at York Fuctory. In the following
year wo find them at Point Douglas, whoe
‘Winnipeg now stauds after suffering many
bardships duriag the previous wiater, They
attempted to mako homes for themselves on
-the adjacent land, but were handicapped by the
want of agricultural implements, and in fact of
.everything that was necossary to cpnable them
-to begin life. They were somotimes comnpelled
‘to turn hunters, aod even at that they could
barely get a living. They were joined after
-gome time by another lot fromn Sutherlandshire,
Scotland, and these fared very badly too, for a
-while, Tie lawless state in which the country
remained, and the reckless manaer in which
human life was veey often taken was a serious
.check to the peaceful desigas of the settlers,
and made it impossible for them to enjay auy
measure of security. The Northwest Company
‘hitterly opposed the scheme from the very fiest
-and used every means in their power to defeat
‘it, as thoy were not zuxious to see the country
peopled with avy but Indiens and those en-
gaged in the fur business. The Selkirk settiers
-seemed to Le only desirous of beingg leit in peace,
but the trading elemeats of both companies
were ever ready for an expedition to plunder
.and destroy the property of their rivals aod
the settlers suffered in cousequence. Mem.
-orahle events in the history of this psriod were
tho battle of Seven Oaks, in which Governor
:Semple was killed, and his force almost anni-
hilated and tho taking of Fort William by lLord
Selkitk  with his De Meuron soldiers.
Teacs was restored in 1818 by au Im.
perial Commission followed in 1321 by the
.amalgamation of the two companies which put
.a definite end to all strife.

It is carious ¢o note-that as far hack as the
‘beginning of the pressnt century such men as
Lord Selkick saw the agricultural possibilities
-of this country. The valley of the Red Uiver
attracted particular attention by the richness
of its soil and in spite of the dangerous lack of
law and order men were found not only willing
but cager to scttle in it and link their fortunes
with thoso of such a land.

Thoe period which has been reviowed ends
with the year 1821 and might be considered the
firat stage in the country’s history. After that
<civiliziog ioflacoces began to make their
appearagce and leave their mark on the life of
tho scttlers,

Throughoat ths whole of the period before
‘1821 there had been scparate fiom the two
greal companies cogaged in the busincss, a
namber of tndividaal traslers scattered over the
oatire country. These ware not males.ed to
any great oxteot by cither of the compauies,
and in consequence were able to do a lucrative
trade. Bat after the amalgamation the new
-concern looked with displeasaro on their grow-
a3 interesty, and decided to stamp out if pos-
siblo every appearance of trading oot directly
-controlled by them. Tho methods takea al-
though exceedingly heartless and tyrannical
-wero unsaceeasful to a great extent, and tho
individoal traders wore a feature of the coun-

tey's life right up to the lust days of the fur
trade,

The passing years saw the white men grow
moro and more numerous with u Consequent
diversity of employments nccessitating bettor
government and better protection from the
lawless clements.  The Iadians occasionally
caused trouble but ravely iuduly:iin any ex.
teasivo outbreaks or demonstrations. In 1833
the right of the yowog Earl of Selkirk to the
grout mide by the Hudson's Biy Company to
the previous carl, was purchased by the Com-
pany for the sum of 384,070, thus returning the
sole right to, and coatrol of, thie whole country
to the Compiny who were not backward iu as.
serting their authority.  Daring the next ten
years very little real progress was made
towards developing its latent resources, the
Campany being satisfied to see the fur trade
prosper aod discouraging any cffort to opean it
for scttiement. Sume half-breed aud Ialdian
uprisings, were the only notable cvents until
1849 whea the co-npany iad trouble with threo
French traders,whom they arrested for trading
with the Iadians. Ia this year also a census
was taken which showed that the Rsd river
colony contained 35,391 inhabitauts of all ages
and vationalities. Of live stock thero was 2,-
085 harses and wmaves, G,014 cattle, 1,365 pigs
and 3,096 sheep. There was also §,329 acres of
land under cultivation. 1o 1839 the firat news-
papers was started under the vame The Nor'.
Wester.  Nino years lnter Bishop Tache pub-
lished o sketch of the Northwest, in which he
pronounzed the couutry as scarcely suited for
civilized mn, in direct coutradiction to Lord
Selkirk’s cstimation fifty-five years previous,
that the country was capable of supporting
30,000,090 people.

Contemporary with these eveants was the agi-
tation io eastera Cavada for confederaticn, the

aion Leing intended to include the western as
well as the eastern provinces. The Hudson's
Bay Cormpany sceing that this would brek their
power a.d take the country ous of their hauds,
commenced to systematical circulate storics
which teuded to blacken the country in the
eyes of the people af the cast by which incans
they hoped to keep it out of the confederat:on.
Fortuaately their cfforts were iuneffectual, as
the people vefused to be blinded, and shoy were
cventually compelled to surrendder their charter
to the Imperial Government for £300,000 sterl.

ing. A month after the whole country
was handel over to the Caonadian
Government.  Preparations were at ouace

begun by them to have icsutveyed and its
resources made known, with a view of opening
it for settlement.  The arrival of tho first ex-
pedition sent out for the purpose of peiform.
ing this work was n signal for that general up-
rising of Mectis and Iodians which we now call
“thy rebellion of '69.” It ended only when
troops from the cast arrived on the scenc uunder
Gencral Wolseley.

Peace being ngain restored, ovder began to
grow oat of the chsos, and with the large
iuflux of settlers which marked the lIatter part
of tho '70'x the country began to assumo that
place of importauce which it now occapics in
tho Dominios. What the next centuty will
bring forth for her can only bo surmised, but
it is quito probable that it will prove the trath }
of Tord Sclkirk’s statement that 30,000,000 1

.

people can easily be supported on the products

of her fields,
———— e

The Towns.

Tie new town of Edmonton hes been estab.
lished by the Calgary & Edmonton Railway
compauy at its terminua on the south side of the
Saskatchowan, opposite the fort. Soms inter-
est in this will no doubt be felt by many of
those who recollect what an important figure
Edmontou was in thespring of 1382, The Ed.
moaton of that date in which so many Wiani-
peg people invested, was on the north side of
the river. Tho baunks of the Saskatchewan at
that poiot are about two huadred and fifty fect
high, and the river is about twice the width of
the Red so that it has been found ncecessary to
lacate the new town permsoently on the south
side. ‘T'ae prescat location, howaver, gives the
the old sottlement easy access to the termiaus,
and as soon as a traflic bridge, which is to be
built, is ready, the new place will, it is antici-
pated, make rapit progress uud absoch the busi-
ness of the district.  Great confidenge in the
new city’s future is felt st ISdmontoon and vicin-
ity, and at tie opsoing sales of busiaess lots ir

dmonton and Cilgary vecently a large num-
ber of lots wero sold, nearly all of them on
building conditions and tor fair prices. Aun im-
proved flour and oatmeal mill is to be builtand
a number of hotels and business buildings and
residences are already in course of erection. Tha
largest of the hotels is being built by the rail-
road compavy and will contain thirty bed.
rooms, Itis regirded as guite certaiu that an
important town will spring up on the North
Sagkatchewan aud everythiog poiats to Edmon.
too as the place. The Nortnwest is large
cnough for a dozen large cities and with all the
the growth of Winnipeg onc cannot be blind to
the possibilities elsewhere.  Railway develop-
meot will cause the Red Deer and Edmonton
districts to progress so fast that in a few years,
it is only reasonable to cxpect, the same things
will be occurring then that has happened in
Manitoba, the change of alinost the entire aica
to a wheat growing district having its largo ex-
pori of carcals and fostering all other industrics
neeessary to build up an agricultural country.

Thuv village of Russcll is situate on a branch
of the Manitoba & Northwestern railway,about
twelve miles from Biascarth Junction, end is
surrounded by onc of the finest wheat growing
districts in the province. The villagze has a
populstion of about two hundred and fifty,and
has been making steady progress for the last
few years, but the strides made this scason have
cclipyed anything of former years, and will at
thic prescut rate of going soon place hor in the
front rank of provincial towuns.

A good deal of building has beea done, all of
it of a substantial character. The towa is well
provided with stores and has a 75 barrel flour
will. It also boaste of two charches, Presby-
terian and Epiecopalian, with tesident pastors.

An object of interest and oue that overy
stranger visiting in the northweslern part of
the province shoald mako a point of secing is
the Baraado farm, distant about three miles
{rom tho village of Rusaell. The farm inclndes
about §,000 acres of land, and is well stocked



