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THE RIGHT HON. SIR JOHN S. D. THOMPSON, K.O.M.G., P.C., Q a.,
AS A LAWYER.

BY BICHAîRD -&RM,%STRONG.

SIR Johin Thounpson's life lias many
Jessons for the young la-wyers of Can-
ada. Hie was a self -made nian; by hard
work and steady application lie wvon
his way upward. In every position
whiclh he oceupied lie did his workz
faithfully. It is the objeet of this
S'ketch to show wvhy and how lie suc-
ce.eded. lie was born in lalifa-.- on
the lOthi of Nov., 1844. fis parents
were not wealthy, and so lie did not
receive a finished education. Hie at-
tended the common seiool and free
Churcli Academy, and at the age of
17 hie entered on the study of law lu
the office of Hlenry Prior, in Halifax.
The Hon. Robert Sedgewick, of the
supreme court (wlio was a student
thien), .emembered Tliompson at that
time attending the Law Students' Lit-
erary and Debating Club,:ýnd says lie
renuembers hlm as a slglit, delicate
youth, very bashful and diffident, and
but seldomn taking part in the debates
or programmes, and but littie noticed
by the other students. ln July, 1865,
Johunie Thoxupson, as hie was then
knoivn. was called to the Bar, and be-
gan the practice of law, but lie failed
to draw clients around hlm, and, hav-
ing learned shorthand writing when a
student, turned his attention to, re-

porting for the Legisiature. lie wus
thus eïùiployed duringr the following
four years.

In 1869, Mr. Josephi Coombes, then
a celebrated Iawyer of Hialifax, took
Thompson ln as a junior partner.
This gave Johunnie Thompson lus
great opening. Hie seized it, and froin
that time hie worked incessant1y until
the time of lis tragie death. While
lie was «%ith Coombes lie did the office
work and prepared the briefs-work-
ing late and early, filling is mind
wvith legal knowledge, until it becarne
a vast store-house, £rom which he was
afterwards able to draw on with such
telling effeet.

Wheni lie first started taking coun-
saal work, he did so ini the Equity
Court, but soon practised iu all the
courte, taking a great deal of jury
work. In 1874 we find him for the
first time, in the caLse of Wylde et a].
vs. The Union Marine Insurance Co.,
appearing in the Supreme Court of
that province. Hie acted. as Junior
counsel to Mur. Weatherbe, now Judge
of that court. Mur. Rigby, Q.C., acted
for the plaintiffs. A few rnontlis
after that lie acted as counsel in the
case of Parker vs. Fairbanks, ln the
samne court, with Mr. Rigby, Q.O.>


