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:anti-spirittual izystem, that, christians of' biglia ttainrnents end sincera piefy
slîould ho led to :îdopt it. The wvliole lîistory of tie systeni iii the past-the
4,ilbsiirdlities vonneete(l w~itli it in fthc fîîst, tlîre centîîries-îlîo wickedness of
tlic iýn.ibilti-;ts of Munster-tlîe îî'agical end of' fli I C'clestiî Rlipnblic" of
Johni of' Leyden-the extravagances of flie Il Fifili nMnrlvien" iii the
'days of' Cromîwell, should ho a %varning to î1îose Who, tlîongh tlîey inay dlis-
cl.iini ail such restits, yet embrace a systcîn wliich lias so comnnîly inuftie
past lud to such, ruinons consequcîîces.

In connexion with the spiritnal eliaracter of' the clîristian Churech, as e-xhi-
bited in flic movements and discussions of tlic presclnt agre, mnay bu Mention-
ed is diffusive or nggriPssive character. Thla presonit iS the grent rmissionary
;aîge. [Its s> îuîbol is, in the w<a'ds of tho seer, I- 1a anotiier angel fly in the
id(lst of' heavera, hiaviiîg the everhîsting gospel to prc-acli 1n11o thein tlint dwil

on flic earda, and to every nation and tongue and pQil T~'li2re liave boen
,other agres iii wlîieh there have been inissionary operations, but nono in wiieh
tiey have been carried on so ixtcnsi-ively and so systematically. The pro-
sont is the age in wvhiel he inissionary entorpriso is fhrst regarded as belon g-
in; essentially to the c/wracter ofilie O/iurch-whon it bas bc-en shlown to
be bier chief Iuîty, and a principal end for whiich she lias been instituted, to
*eveangfelizo the nations. So that now any Chutrcbi, that is flot engagcd in oune
wvay (r another in extending the gospel, is regard'd. as tiegleetitig an irnpor-
tant part of lier obligations. liu connexion ith theso discussions, and parti-
-ctdarly itid flic dicsinof theo Voluntary princi pie. the duty of' contributing
to tile support and extension of' ordinances, lias received greater prominonce
'than before, so that; the present day is chaî'acterized by a liberali.y for reli-
gious objCets, sncbl as has nover been exhibited inii ny for-mer age. It was
-only at flic close of'tlie last cenitury tliat tlic groat modern missionary move-
ment may bo said to have commenced, and yet now there is scarcely a por-
tion of' the world tlat lins riot been refreslied itd its influences. The mis-
sionaries of flic Cross are to bo found among flic islaîîds that gem the South-
-ern P.acific, in flie sultî'y air of ilindostan and tlic ciianamon gyroves of Cey-
loti. am-id flic ruins of Miîens and flie desolations of' Jerusaleom, in flie seorcli-
,ed , lains of Afî'ica. and thîe ev'erlasting snowvs of Greenland, iiiftic prairies of
.Aincrica and amid flic streets and laites ofthe ei rowded city, aînd everywbere
tho gospel is f'ound Uie power of God unto salvation, until we begin 10 anti-
<dipate thie era

When Christ shll have donminion
O'er river, sea and shore,

Far as the eagle's pinion
Or dove's lighit witng an soar.

iBnit thic progrress of flic Cliurehi is stitl onwird. Ets goal in tlîis age is its
ariepoint iiiftie next. Its present attaininent-s lbrni but flie stazge from,

which ià takzes a Ihighier ascent. Il Forgetting tiose thiings tlhat; are bchind
she rî'echîes forth untîo thoso thîings îliat are bef'oîe." W7iîat thon is to be bier
next steip. -It is always hia7aîdous to atteinpt to prediet Uhe future, yet fî'om,
flic exaniination of causes nov i operation we nmy ho able to form some ge-
nieîal idea, of whiat inay ho the distingnuishing feature of tlie next age, and w'e
would express our belio-f, ,judgingr fromn thîe preparatory work going on, that
'the visible union of Clîrist's fbilow'eis %viil ho a, distinguti.sl îing feature of tlîe
comirîg eî'a. For this Nve sec in the preselît day abundance of preparation
-WCo sec flic suýject discuSseI by the prs and froi flie pulpit-we se the
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