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the equality of orimo in respect to its various manifesta-
tions, would necessitate equality of legislation concerning
them al}; and then all prohibitory laws must be abolished,
and crime be left unimpeded. On their principles you
have no moreright to interfere with liquor thau with velvet,
or mutton chops. The least, then, that the Legislature
oan do, is to abolish the restrictive liquor laws, and give
ua free trade in grog as well as in ribbops and potatos, Of
oourse all our readers well know that this is not what we
seek or wish, but we maintain that it is the legitimate re-
sult of the argument of our enemies, To be consistent
they must defend free trade i1 anything that can be ate,
drank or worn. On the contirary, our doctrine is, that the
liguor traffic stands alone in its profligacy, being in itself
the fruitful source of crime and misery, and, therefore,
ought to be prohibited forever. According to the senti-
meats of the Gazetle and Chronicle, a drunkard Jabors un-
der *¢ g total abeyanes of moral restraints,” and, therefore,
our theory is sound that the means and causes cf dropken-
Dess ought 1o be kept in ¢ total abeyance by total pro-
hibition. Men may now plead a legal right to do that
which is morally wrong. The Ediaburgh Review has taken
ap this subject in another of its bearings, and lays down
3 principle which we regard not only as sound, but as
specially applicable in the case under consideraiion.—
“Law,” says the Review, “ought to be made in every
¢ass, and to the utmost practical limit, coincident with the
olaims of moral and social equity. When this is not the
case, the motal perceptions themselves become blunted ;
and there is scarcely any. wrong which the exemption from
legal liabilities, and the influence and contagion of exam-
ple, may not induce the selfishness of man to suppose that
ke may do with 2s much innocence as impunity.” We leave
the subject with this quotation, begging the Gaserie to
digest it at his leisure. :

3

Woman's Influence.

When subjects of great, and vital importance are being
agitated ina country or community, the question often sug-
gosts 1tself to the minds of private individuals, ¢ What is
my duty 1’ and as the public mind is made up of indivi-

dual minds, so the opinions and usages of a communityare '

a sure ndex to the opinions and usages of the individuals,
who make up that community  The main point, then, in
tesolving any great yuestion, is to inflaence individual
minds and hearts.

This 18 particularly true of the important questicn which !

15 now attracung tie attention of the publis,—~1 mean the
“ Temperance question,” and in reference to this, let every
one, and especially every woman ask ¢“What is my duty 7%
And, having asked, let the answer be sought for earnestly,
and with prayer.

And what is duty in this cuse?  Can any Christian wo-

- {DaD,—nay more, can any sister, 0 fe, or other be long
in doutt?

Is it not to discountenance in every possible way, the
vse of distilled liquors?  Let this be done, and we shall
have no need of legislating on the subject—no need of
lengthened discussion—the question will be settled and
our land be saved from the fearful inroads of the monster
“ Intemperauce.” Let every one do her duty nobly and
fearlessly, and we shall be * a law unto »urselves.®

; God,” let us not falter ;

i
i

But just as long as woman panders to the taste for stimy.
lating beverages, even though it be in the most gented
manner, surrounded by the appliances of wealth, and the
refinements of society, so long will the cause be weak
and wavering—so long will fathers—husbands—brothers
7ush on to the drunkard’s eternity of woe—so long will lifs
be wasted, hopes blighted, and home, which should be the
sanctuary of peace and happiness, be little less than a
hell.

1 speak warmly ; it is because I fuel warmly, and I be-
lieve that while men are answerable for their sins, whateger
influences may surround them, yet woman has a great and
fearful respousibility with reference to the influence sha
exerts, either directly, or indirectly on those around hey.

Every woman, it is true, has not a husband ; some have
not a father or brother, but these cases are rare, and stil)
rarer are those where a pure, warm-hearted woman has
not some friend, on whom her smile of approval, or word
of kindly, theugh earnest, reproof will not tell with sure
and happy effect.

Let no ona then take refuge behind the plea that she has
ro influence. A pebble dropped in mid-ocean is seem-
ingly powerless; vet, in ever widening circles, it moves
the waves from shore to shore, and &0 it is with our inflg-
ence.

I well recollect, in conversation with a person, who was
szcrificing his noble talents at the shrine of Intemperancs,
after I had urged him by every motive that I eounld bring
forward, to break away from the habit which was hurrying
him on to destruction, ¢ Ah,” said he, ¢ if my sister tad
said to me, Fears ago, what you have said now, 1 sLould
not have been the ruined man you see before you.” I
knew that sister, and knew that she had moumed orver
that brother’s downward course, and yet lacked the courage
to plead with him to retrace his steps to virtue and happi-
ness.

We believe in the influencs of others, let us not doubt
;our own, and not doubting, let us act on the belief. Im-
j pressed with 2 sense of the fearfu! exigencies of the case.

with a just view of the miseries which the use of intoxicat-
; ing drinks entails on its victims in (his life, and'Hiore thax

jall, baving & firm beliel in the troth of the Divide declare-
g ration, that no drunkard shall inherit the ¢ Kingdom of
and though man, with his stranger
arm, must set the ¢ Temperaace Car” in moticn, let us bs
sure that we lay no ebslacles in the way of its progress.

Epia.

i

Montreal, Dec. 15, 1854

FPeathers Fly—The Birds are Hit.

Quite a stir just now among the big dailies,—the liquer
advertising commercial press. Our readers will find by
our talk to the Gezelie that the most ancient paper iz
Canada has been doing something in the way of denounc-
ing the Maine Law. The Transcript has come out against
the Pilot, and the Advertiser fighison his own hook againgt
us, just when he feels inclined to. Very well, gentlemen,
we are quite ready for you—one at a time, or all together,
as you please. Our readers for 1855 will be kept quits
animated, if the ammunition of the adversaries should hold
odl.




