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FOTJRTEENTH ANNÏJAL MEETING OF THE
MONTREAL TEMPERANCE $OCIETY*

The Fcurteentli Annual Meeting of the Mtontretil Ternperane
Socilety, waa held on Friday cvening, the 25th January, in the
ýVrsley.in Chureh, Great St. James Street. The building ivâa
deneyll-flled, there being 2750 porsons present. The Chair
wa. occupied by James Cour:, Eaq. The meeting waa opened by
the Tenuperance t(holr siging a luymn, and) prayer iuy the Rev.
Mr. Girdwood. The Chairxun hrving .iiadensfew suitable intro.
dc(ory renuarks, raltld ulin the Secretary, Mr. J. C. Becket, to
rend the Report, which iz tus fellows:

TH% LO.
The past year, which woa tho fourleenth or (ho history of this

Society, han been probably characgeriacd by leusa ctivity un tha
jpart of the Ciummi((eo (han any of its predccsaors. A sato of
(bing. for which IL an flot difficult to accounit.

lu the firot place, one important p3rt of (ho fermer effurts of
(bis Society was (ho publication cf the Canada Tz-uperancc
.Adeocaio, which bas lattcrly bccn csrried on with equal or
grenier efflciency by private cnterpriao, and whicl the Cemmite
take this epportunity of cordially recommcnding.to tho publie.
e1r. Wadeworth alse, who formerij travelied îind lectured un bie.
haîf of this Socitty, in now dving %lit saune oa luis own accounit,
with great diligence and effec(.

In the atend plate, tl Tenipermuce SocîçIy, winch waa for.
mlyuniced, bas binon latterly divided by (ho progrosa t Rchab.

* Jm an si likely te be atit! farther divided by the introduction
of an orgsniza(ion desilgnatedlth Sons o Temperance; and.
consequentl>', a censiderable sharo of the contributions, of lime,
meney, and Jabor, which were formcriy expended (lîrcugh (ho
old ergsnita(ions, find vent :r these new chiannela. It in, dîcre.
foe, manifesl, without pronouncing any opinion on (ho nerits of
theveo haler organizatiens, that the old anc muust find us means o
action greatly custuiltd,. Meaxutirne, e fer ne these ergaxwcatîena
advance (lie Temperance cause, they deserire aur boit wishes.

Ine h lird plate, youir Comitite ha. lid ils energies para.
lyzed by a Ioad cf debt, romaining as the rosult of ycsrs of active
exertie. Untit tlus debt be diîninîshed it could net, in accord-
ance cither witli prudence or honss(y, launch cul inte frcsh enter-
prismo and expenditîtres, wbich might ont>' reanît in increasing ite
burthcnt etill frther. And yct. without engaging in rcnewed
efforts, the Society' ton hardly expect tho public interet te lie
kept up, andl (ho public support centinued.

uI the fourth place, the difflcul(y cf carryïug on the erdînary
Tenuperance efforts, sucb as hi-lditng meetings, etc., is mucl
grenier than il was wluen the cause w.. invcted with (ho intorest
of novel>'. People are now, in (hla CIV ai aIl evenf.s, extremely
apathetic respecting ordînar>' Temporsoce mectings; end, (bore.
fore unee. tome speaker of teirbrit>' c=r b proccred, il. appears
a was(e of Urne andl «Pense Le attempt t got thena up.

la the tfith place, tlie excitiftz nature ef public ovents-the
visithtiep of (ho choiera, and the extrenue depreasion of ever>' iii.
tersi whieh have characterised Montrea doring (lie past year.
wera ail unfavorablo for public meetings or cîher Temperanceefforts. Fur instance, shertl>' allier lest Annivermar>' the Cein.
miUett iad arrangements to hold pemi.munihly meetings, i0
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pursuance of which Rcv. J. IL. 3lsrling end Rer. J. MILAud
gave, eàch, intecsing lectures, but in April lent the plan j'ad go
be dioconllnued.

Thete rcaa"ne wIli sufficiently explain the comnparative lune,
tivity of (hie Commiltea for the pasI ycar. notwithstmndlng their
continued deep Intercet in, and higla alprcciation of, the. causa in
whioh llîey are cngaged. There. have, howaver, been oppor.
tunities Frovidcîîtially proscntcd, of holding meeting* wlth effeset.
and those the Committce have eagerly embrkced. One of lhe
opportunitiet won the presencc of tho Rcv. J. T. Blyrn end Rev.

rW. Scott, in this city tn Juno lait, both cf whomn kindly complicdl
with the reliuent of the Committoe go address a meeting.

On the occasion cf Gcn. Riley's vieil te thu, city aise, ini JuIy
last, two excellent meetings wcro hcld, and onotiier wvas convened
te listen te a philosophical discupsion of the Temnperance question,
by the Roi'. Mr. Hetndcrson, recentiv arrivcd from Scollend. Theis
metings reauhted in several signature te the pledge. Th6 num.
ber ef pcrsona who have signcd the pledgo during tho yenr, on tne
Soclety's bockiç, ameunlu te 177.

IL in matter of groat regret that ne efrorts banve been mrade,
during tho year, te kee.p up theonrgrunization c< thé Cotd Wattr
Army. 'Theabee fr.Varrtîin(h.rpct50c-
ly reit.

It ls, hewever, grai'fying te know, tiiet whilit WC liate becn
cnmparativcly inactive, (ho Rov. C. <.hiniquy liaer, îvith a zest and
ability beyond ail prauso, laburcd fur the deliverance (f hie fellew.
coun(trymen from tic anareore iutaxiea(ing drinks-, 200,000 of
whorn have taken tho pledge ùoJe hie auep ces. And that tIie
Rechabito Societica amnng un have Chio betn active In the aome
gnod cause. P. S. White, of Phiuladelphie, itiring tlie lat rail,
visited acycral sections eft(ho Uppor Province and haa dune much
te revive (lie cause in the t quarter. F. W. l"(ellogg lias alto been
very cuccesatol in extending eur principies bi th- Lower Previnces.
Our thanks are alsn due te many Societies in Canada, WVe
end East, for the handeoune douations towarde derraying the elebt
et this Society. as will be actu by the Treanuer's reoret. Nor
Ought we te émit moeton of the tucecestl laborn in the United
St.ates of that diotingynished friand end sdv .ateocf tlie Temrper.
ance cattse-Father Mathew, asho, it is hoped and expected, wl
viqit Canada nexi '?(jmtner.

Allusion ban been miade to the chioIera, and your Commit1co
feed'muel ramn in s(ating it, as (hoir conviclinn. tlîat this Pesti-
lence wro made dia. occasien et a rcturn io drinking habite on (ho
part of iuany wîo liad fnrmerly abndmncd them ; aud&that, upon
tho whore, il bas given risc te a grcatly incrcascd a.nount. of iii-
bemperauuce. Without attemptiutg ie @tep ouit of theîr spbcre. di.
Cûmmittee may bo permitted te add, hat tho prescription# of
nome physiciaena had a much greater lendency lu increase in(cm.
perance. (han thune of othera.

But il will tiaturally b. asked, if tha Mentreai Society ia te
continue in thii inactive agate, and if the Committee demn the
obstacles alluded te inaurmo tn(.sble 1 To both these questions
we woold reply in (he negative. The cause la as good as ever il
was. There in nearly as much need for prosecuting il au ever,
and there are ailîl, doubtlesa, persona w.iling to devote turne,
labor, and meney, te ils advanccmcnt. Bcaides, soine of lte
dcpreauîng causes te which reference bas been made, are only ef a
tcmporary nature. Pcrroct tranquility, fer instance, oppori te
lit reatered in cuir city. The depreasion of or euminercial end
monied intercaler je, te nome citent, diminushed ; the delit of the
Montreal Temperanco §uoowty la conideraty reduced ; and, alto.
gethci, the prospects for exertion are inuch better for the cemitug


