CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

Janada Temperance Advocate.

pursuance of which Rev. J. fI. Marling and Rev. J, M‘Lood
gave, each, interesting loctures, but in April lest the plan Lad to

MONTREAL, FEBRUARY 1,1850.

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MONTREAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY-

The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Montreal Temperance
8ociety, was held on Friday evening, the 25th January, in the
Wesleyan Church, Great St. James Street. The boilding was
densely filled, there being 2750 persons present. The Chair
was occupted by James Court, Esq. ‘The meeting wasopened by
the Temperance Cholr singing a hymn, and prayer by the Rev.
Mr. Girdwood. The Chairman hrving .mads a few svitable intro-
ductory remerks, called upan the Secretary, Mr. J. C. Becket, to
read the Report, which is as follows :

THE RERPORT

The past year, which was the fourteenth of the history of this
Sucioty, has been probably characteriscd by less activity on the
part of the Committee than any of its predecessors. A stato of
things for which it is not difficult to account.

In the first place, one important part of tho former cfforts of
this Society was tho publication of the Canada Temperance
Advocate, which has latterly been carried on with equal or
grenter efficiency by privato enterpriso, and which the Committee
take this opportunity of cordially recommending.to tho publio.
Mr. Wadsworth also, who formerly travelled and lectured in be.
hatf of this Society, is now doing the same o his own account,
with great diligence and effect.

1In the second place, the Temperance Socitty, wiich was for,
merly united, has bedn latterly divided by the progress of Rechab.
ism, and is likely to be satill farther divided by the intreduction
of an orgenization designated the Sons of Temperauce; and,

q ly, a iderable share of the contnbutions, of time,
money, and Jabor, which wero formerly expended through the
old organizatione, find vent in thosc now channels.  Jtis, there.
fore, manifest, without pronouncing any opinion on the ments of
these later organizations, that the old one must find its means of|
action grestly custailed. Meantime, 2o far as these orgamzations
advance the Temperance ceusc, they descrve our best wishes,

In the third place, your Committee has had its encrgies para.
Iyzed by a load of debt, remaining as the result of years of active
exertione.  Until this debt be diminished it could not, in accord-
ance either with prudence or honesty, launch out into fresh entes-
prises and expenditures, which might only result in increesing its
burthens still farther. And yet, without sngaging in renewed
efforts, the Socicty can hardly expect the public interest to be
kept up, and the publie support continued.

In the fourth place, the difficulty of carrying on the ordinary
Temperance cfforts, such as holding mcetings, oto., is much
greater than it was when the cause was invested with the interest
of novelty. Pcople are now, in this city at all events, extremely
apathetic respecting ordinary Temperanco meetings ; and, there-
fore unless some speaker uf celehrity can be prucused, it appears
a waste of time and expense to attempt to get them up. R

In the filth placc, the exciting nature of public ovents—tho
visitatiop of the cholera, and the extreme depression of every in.
terest which have characterised Montreal during the past year,
were all unfavorable for public meetings or othet Temperance
efforts.  Fur instance, shortly after last Anniversary the Com.
mities made amangements to hold semi-monthly meetings, in

be di tinued.

These rcan ns will sufficiently explain the comparative inac.
tivity of the Committes for the past ycar, notwithstanding their
continued deep interest in, and high sppreciation of, the cause in
which they are cngaged. There have, huwever, been oppor.
tunities Providentially presented, of holding mestings with effact,
and these the Commitlee have eagerly embraced, Ono of these
opportunities was the presence of the Rev. J. T. Byrac and Rev.
W. Scou, in this city 1 June last, both of whom kindly complicd
with the request of thec Committeo to addreas a meeting.

On the occasion of Gen, Riley's visit to this city also, in July
laat, two cxcollent meetings wero held, and another was convened
to listen to u philosophical discussion of the Temperance question,
by the Rev. Mr. Henderson, recently arrived from Scotlund. These
meotings resulted in scveral signatuccs to the pledge. The num.
ber of persons who have signed the pledge during the year, on Wne
Suciety's books, amounts to 177.

It is matter of great regret that no efforts have been made,
during the year, to kcep up tho organization of the Cold Watee
Army. The absence of Mr. Wadsworth is, in this reapect, sovere-
Iy felt.

It 18, however, grat fying to know, that whilst wo have becn
comparatively inactive, the Rev. C. Chiniquy hae, with & zeal and
ability beyand all praise, labored for the deliveranco «f his fellow.
countrymen from th? snaro of intoxicating drinks, 200,000 of
whom have taken the pledge vndor his auspces.  And that the
Rechabite Societics amang vs have also been active in the same
good cause. P, S. White, of Phiadelphia, dJuring the last fall,
visited several sections of the Upper Provinee and has dune much
to revive the cause in thet quarter. F. W, Xellogg has also been
very succemful in extending our principlesin the Lower l"rovihceﬂ-
Our thanks are also due to many Soucietics in Canada, West
and East, for the handsome donations towards defraying the debt
of this Socioty, as will be seon by the Trearurer's report, Nor
ought we 1o émit mention of the successful labors in the United
States of that distingnished friend and adv.cate of the Temper.
ance cause—Father Mathew, who, it is hoped and expected, will
visit Canada next Summer.

Allasion has been made to the cholera, and your Committes
feel much rain in stating 1t. as their conviction, that this pesti-
lence wre made the occamen of a return to drinking habits on the
part of raany who had formesly abanduncd them ; and that, upon
the whoie, it bas given rise to a greatly incrcascd amount, of in-
temperance. Without attempting 1o step out of lhe'l'r sphere,.the
Committee may bo permitted to add, that the prescriptions of
same physicians had a much groater tendency to increase intem.
perance, than thuse of others.

But it will naturally be aeked, if the Montreaf Suciety is to
continue in this inactive stale, and if the Committee dcem the
obstacles alluded to insurmountable? To both thess questions
we would reply in the negative. Tho cause is as good as cver it
was. There is nearly as much need for prosccuting it as ever,
and thers are atill, doubtiess, petsons willing to devate tume,
labor, and money, to its advancement. Besides, some of tite
depressing causcs to which reference has been made, are only of a
temporary nature,  Pcrfoct tranquility, for instance, appears to
be restored in our city. Tho depression of our eommercial and
monied intereats is, to some extent, dimimshed; the debt of the
Montreal Temperance Sogiety is considerably reduced ; and, alto.
gether, the prospects for exertion are much better for the coming
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