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notice. It is ccrtainly a curiosity, and net wanting in Worth. It is par-
tially biographical and largcly descriptive, opprcssively laborcd and I'ilîiy
laudatory, cbaracterised by considerable power and more pomp. The writcr
seems Ie have composed it on lus literary stilts; and the. reader iiinit
innocently suppose that he had pointcd his styluts* by rubbing it liard
on the Il blarncy stone." I-lowcver we must say that it is vritten in an
eminentiy congenial and christian spirit. To verify in sofar the forcgoingr
remarks, we quotc the first and last sentence of this rather unique
introduction:

"lIn perusing the prescrit volume of sermons, the reader will no where find
their author rising in a cbilling fog of lugubrious cant, or simpering out
inane fornialîsm. after the following mode: Dearly belored 1.rclren, and 21y
esteemied and respected friends : Permit mie Io inmite yeur serious and .sclcn
attention te thatportion of celestial tndkl, ichick yen aillfind recorded in, the oe
knundrcd and sevcnty serentki verse of the sixty-niîtlh cliapler of Saint Icliabod's
sixteenatl epistle te the Sinqletons."l'

TÈat is merely thie introduction to the leIntroduction." 117c suspect
flint seme, even of those whose fastes are not over fastidious, nill tlîiîk
that the caricature bore, atteaiptcd is too broad-tha.t the burlesque is tee
blat-ant, and owing te, laek of charity, xnay feel inclined te include the
writer among the "Simpletons.>' Irony and its k-indrcd instruments are
exceedingly keen-edged, so that unless dclicately and cunningrly liandicd,
they are apt to injure those that wicld theim.

In closiîîg the IlIntroduction, hoe apostroplises 11r. Spurgeen in tlîe
following wvershipful and inflated style:-

"1«Brother, ail bail!1 Thîis last drop of ink hastens inte words, wliicli nîay
perchance meet jour eye amidst tlîe dust and exbausting strife incident te
that great arena of jour spiritual gladiatorslip. Well, let them assure yen of
fraternal sympathy, at ten tbousand altars in far-off climes. When the
prospective issue of j'our glowilig tlioughts wa.s hore an-nounced, orders for
the ame were promiTtly returned from evory section of our republie; and
aeon yvou will be rea ,as your centinued usefulneçs is fervent]y desired, in
homes of affluence and cabins of industry, spread under the care of our
common Father, from the Eastern Atlantic te the great Pacifie of the West.
May grace stili bind thee in humble allegiance te the cross, and render tlîe
3yet more radiant, for the benefit of a dark and perisliing world.'

To thic prayer in thic last sentence, evcry christian reader will re<dily
ana cerdially say, -Anien. ]ut, tixe previous portion of the paragrapx is a
pioce of fulsurne flatteriy, and might be quoted as a specimen of benevolent
and pieus gascenade.

The author of the sermons before us, 11r. Spurgeon, is quite a youiig
mian, only 28 years of age, and minister of a Baptist Olînrel ii Laondon,
England. lis pulpit miaistrations attract, large crowds in the inetropolis
and wberever lie preachies, even in Scotland, we Icarri, wvbere, of ail places
in the world, clap-trap and nmcre "sona anid fuiry" are dctcsted and
loathcd. lus oratory is sai&, te be -very striking anid comiiuanding. This
being the case, no one tlîat rends bis publislied discourscs ivi)] wolcr at
bis popiularity. The volume before us, ceîitaining flftcen serinons, testifies
abundantly that blis miental powers are of a lîigh order, and aIse thlat tliese

* Writing instrument.


