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Yesug the Good Sheplend,

Jury 11 Joun x;1-18.
Golden Text, John 10:11,

WHE blind man in the last lesson was ex-

¢ communicated because he maintained
tnat Christ in healing him had given evidence
of His divine power and authority, ch. 9:34.
“This allegory is plainly a continuation of the
marrative, its design being to show the differ-
once betwixt a true teacher and o false one,
leaving the bigoted Pharisees to decide for
themselves to which class they belonged. Vs,
1-3. To appreciate the imagery it must be re-
membered that a sheepfold in the East was a
large enclosure surrounded by astone wall,with
thorn bushes on the top as a protection against
wolves and robbers. ‘The sheep, it might be
several ditferent flocks, were broughtinto it in
the evening and left in care of the watchman
who stood by the entrance all night, while the
sheplierds retired to their homes. Inthe morn-
ing they returned to the fold, the porteropened
the door, and each shepherd separating hisown
flock, by calling them, lead them out to their
several pastures. V. 4. Pullcth forth his own—
in the R.V.all his own, intimating the care
which the shepherd has for every one of i,
sheep, John 18:9. The sheep follow—They are
not driven, but led out. The proof of distiple-
ship ig that we recognize the master’s voice and
follow in his footsteps, Matt. 7:24; 1 Pet. 2:21.
V.5. Iiiswell-known thatthe sheep would not
Jfollow a stranger but instinctively recognized
ythe familiar voice of their own shepherd. V.6.
The Pharisees must have understood the home-
;ly imagery, though they did not apply it to
ithemselves. V. 7. I am thedoor—the only way
ithrough which both sheep and shepherd must
\pass into the fold, the church of God, Acts4:12.
V. 8. All that came before—false prophets and
;teachers who rejected the Messiah and held out
isome other way of access to God than through
“Christ. V.9. Shall be suvred—the great object
IOf the pastoral office 18 that men may be saved
lfrom their sins. V.11. The good shepherd
Jfeeds his sheep, provides shelter for them,
loves them collectively and individually, and
will defend them at the risk even of his own
life. None knew better than David the qualities
of a good shepherd, 1 Sam. 17:34. Giveth liis
life—Emphasize the voluntariness of Christ's
atoning death, Matt. 20:28. For this purpose he
came into our world, Matt, 1:21 ; 1 Pet. 2:21.
V.12. The hireling—one who serves only for
gain ; who hasno real interest in the welfare of
those committed tohis care. The wolf—the
enemy of souls in whatever disguise he assails
the Christian, Matt. 7:15. V. 16. Other sheep—
the Gentiles, who were also to share in the re-
demptive work of Christ, Ephes. 2:14; Rom.
10:12-13. V. 18. Christ’s life was his own. He
died on the cross because he chose to do his
Father's will. There are many “folds,” but
Christ’s people are only one “flock,” under oNg
SHBPHERD.

The Death of Luzarns.

JuLy 18. JoHN xi:1-16.
Golden Text, John 11 : 11,

Dow
HEtimeis about three months after ourlast
lesson, and thres months before the cruci-
fixion. Christ had made his final departure
from Galilee, Luke 9:51. IIe¢ had sent vut* tho
geventy,” Luke 10 : 1,and had returned to Jéru-
salem, but on account of the repeated atterpts
of the Jews to kill Him, knowingthat Histime
had not yet come, He had retired to Bethaban
beyond Jordan, chi. 10 : 40. It is remarkable that
John is the only one of the four Evangelisis
who records the raising of Lazarvs, and Luke
the only one who records the raising of the
widow of Nain’s son, ch. 7 :11-15. The raising of
Lazarus was our Lord’s greatest miracle—al-
ways oxcepting that of his own resurrection. V.
1. Bethany—A village on the esstern slope of
Mount Olivet,about two miles from Jerusalem :
its chief interest for us is s connection with
this lesson and as the place from which our
Lord ascended up into heaven, Lnke 21 :30.
It would seem from the incident in Luke 10 :'
38-42, that Martha was the cldest of the family
and head of the household. V. 2. John is
careful to distinguish this Mary from the
three other Marys mentioned in the Gospels.
The anointing which be speaks of is that re-
corded in Ch. 12 :8—two days before the
crucifixion and which was quite distinet from
the anointing mentioned mm Luke 7:57, by
the “woman which was a sinner.” V.3. He
whom thou lovest is sick.—Those whom Christ
loves are noton that account exempted from
the trials and troubles of this life; indeed
they are taught to expect their full share of
them, Heb. 12:6. V. 4. Not unto death—
Chirist foresaw both the death and the restora-
tion to life, which gave his words a neaning
that friends could not understand. The glory
of God—by this most convincing manifesta-
tion of the divine power of Christ, leading
many to believe on him as the Messiah. V. 6.
IHe abode two days—to test the faith of the
sisters and his disciples and also that the
miracle might be such as could not be dis-
puted. Vs.7-S. Let us go—from Bethabara
to Judea—to certain death as the disciples
thought, V. 16. Vs.9-10. The fear of death
did not prevent Christ doing his appointed
work, at the proper time. If a man walk in the
night—without the light of duty shining on
his path. He stumbleth—makes many mis-
takes. V.11. Sleepeth—death does not end
our existence. The awakening out of natural
sleep is an emblem of the resurrection, 1 Cor.
15:20. V.15. Iamgled—explained by what
follows—to the intent e may believe. Had he
come while Lazarus wasg living, he might have
cured him, or, immediately after his death,
he might have recalled him to life. But in
neither case would the Saviour’s purpose have
been accomplished. “God moves in a mys-
terious way.” . .




