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.JULY 11. JOHN X: -8
Golden Tex!, John 10: 11.

MHE blind man in the last lesson was ex-
~comnunicated because hie inaintained

tiiat Christ in hioaling Minu bad gi-ve-n evidence
ýof lus divine power and authority, ch. 9 :34.
'rJ his allegory is plainly a continuation of the
narrative, its design being to show the differ-
ýunco betwixt a true teacher axîd a false one,
leaving the higoted Pharisees to decide for
themselves to which class they bfilonged. Vs.
1-3. To appreciato the iniagery it must bo re-
inembere d that a sheepfoldl iii the East wvas a
Iairge encOrlo1Uresrrounded by a stone wvall,withi
thoru bushes onthe top as a protection against
wolvos and robbers. The sheep, it migbt ho
several diiferent flocks, were broughit into i t in
the evening and left in care of th~e wvatchimail
,who stoo dby t ho entrarice ail nli ght, whilo the
sbephe6rds retired to their liomes. In the morii-

ing thoy returned to the fold, the porteropened
te door, and eacb shepherd separating b-is owvn

~locky by calling them, lead thein out to their
several pastures. V. 4. Putith furth. his ou'n-
in the. R. V. all bis own, intirnating the care
ivhicl. the shepherd lias for oeory one of .

;sheep, John 18:9. T/te sheqp folkvw-They are
not diven, but led out. The proof of disciple-
ship is that we recognize thenîaster's voice and
follow in bis footsteps, Matt. 7:24; 1 Pet. 2:21.
V. 5. IL iswell-kinownthiatthieshieep wouldnfot

1 follow a stranger but instinctively recognized
1 the familiar voico of their owvn shepherd. V. 6.
'The*Pharisees must have understood the hioie-
]y iniagery, though. they diti îîot apply it to
itheniselves. V. 7. 1Iam the door-the only way
throughi which both sheep and shephierd must
pass into the fold, the church of God, Acts 4:12.

V8. Aéll that came before-false prophets and
1teachers who rejected the Mlessiah andhleld out
isome other way of access to God than through
*Christ. V. 9. Shiill bc saved-tbe great object

!of the pastoral office is that mon m ay be savedtfrom their sins. V. 11. The good shopherd
ifeeds bis sheep, provides shelter for them,
loves tbem collectively and individually, and
'wilI defend them at the risk even of bis oîvn
life. 'Nono knew botter than David the qualities
of a good shepherd, 1 Sam. 17:34. 6'ivdilL his
life-Empiasize the voluntoriness of Chris7s
atoning death, Math. 20 ':28. For this purpose lie
camne into our wvorld, ,Natt. 1:21 ;l1Pet, 2: 21.
V. 12. Thme hirelirg-one Nvho serves only for
gain -who bias no real interest in the welfare of
those' committed to bis care. T/we wolf-tbe

ennyroftsouls in whatoverdisguise bie âssails
the Chitiy Matt. 7:15. V. 16 'Other oheep-
the Gentiles, who were aiso to share in the re-
demptive workz of Christ, Ephes. 2:14; Rom.
10:12-13. V. 18. Christ's life was bis own. lie
died on the cross because hoe chose to do bis
Fatber's will. There are inany "lfolda,»I but

<ClirisL's people are only one Ilflockc," undor ONE
SHEPHERD.

JTJLY 18. JOZIN Xi: 1-16.
Golden Tex!, John 11 : 11.

HIE tirne is about three nîontis after our last
lesson, and three imonthis beflore the cruci-

fixion. Christ hiad muade bis final doparture
fromnGalilee, Lulze 9: 51. île biad sent out"- tho
seventy," Luke 10 :1, and hiad returned to MJru-
baleni, but on uccounit of the repeated attonipts
of the Jews to Ihl Hum, kno-wiîg that Histime
liad miot; yet corne, Ho liad retired to Bethabaitt
bey ond J ordan, elh. 10 : 40. It is reniarkzable thu4t
John ia the only one of the four lEvangelista,
wvho records the raising of Lazartis, and Luke
the only one wNlio records the raising of the
wvidow of Nain'b son, ch. î : 11-15. 'l lho raising of
Lazarus was our ILord's greateat miracle-a-
ways excopting that of bis on in resurreetion. V.
1. BetJ'ha7y-. village on the e.isterin siope of
Mount Olivet, abouttwo miles frorn Jerubalern:
its chief iintere4t for us is its connoction with
this lesson and as the place froin which our
Lord nscended up into heaven, Liîke 24 : 50.
It would seemu. from the incidcint iii Luke 10:
38-42, that 31artha -naI the oldest of the famihy
and head of the biousehiold. V. 2. John is
careful to distinguish this Mary from the
three otherlàMarys rnentioned in the Gospels.
The anointingt. which lie speaks of is that re-
corded in Chi. 112 -: 8-two days before the
crucifixion and whlich ,%vas quite distinct froin
the anointing ilientioncd in Luke 7: 57, by
tho " wonîail wbichw~as a smniner." V. 3. Hec
whom, thou loves! is sick.-ihose Nvbomn Christ
loves are iiot on that account exenpted froin
the trials and troubles of this life; indeed
thcy are tauglit to expect their full bharo of
theni, Hob. 12: 6. V. 4. Not unto death-
Christ foresaw both the, doath and the restora-
tion to life, whichi gave bis; words a 3neaningr
that friends could not understand. Thme glorqi
of God-by this Mnost convinceing maniitsta-
tion of the divine power of Christ, heading
many to behieve on Iiini as the Messiab. V. 6.
le abode two days-to test the faith of the
sisters and bis disciples and also that the
miracle migbt; ho such as could not; be dis-
putod. Vs. 7-S. .Let 'us go-froin Bethabara
to Judea-to certain deatli as the disciples
thonghit, V. 16. Vs. 9-10. The fear of death
did flot; prevent; Christ doing bis appointed
work, at tho proper time. If amaniwalkin t/me
night-wîthout the bight of duty sbining on
bis path. lie stumbleffh-makes many mis-
takes. V. 11. Sleepeth-death does not end
our existence. The awakening ont of natural
sleep, is an emblem of the resurrection, 1 Cor.
15 :20. V. 15. Iamglad--explainedby wbat
follows-to thme intent vie may believe. Had ho
corne while Lazarus wras living, hoe might bave
cured him, or, imniediatoly after his death,
hoe migbht bave reralled him, to life. But in
neither case would the Saviour's purpose have
been accomplishied. IlGod inoves in a mys-
terious way."


