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TOBOGGANINCG.
DY REV. THEOi)OfE L. CU.'LBR.

Facilis* dese-ýa1 sus tiooyqait! A new
w'voîd thiis for a nom style of iwinter anuse-
ment. The custoni of Ilcoaistiîîg," is as old
.as our Aixîicii civilimation, and probably
.tlie sons of Miles Standizh anid Bradford
anid Brewster, rodo down "' ]urial Hill1"
.tt Plyîîîouthi on a liand-sled. Froîn our
Canaclian îîeigbibors %vc hnive inîported a
mîew inethod of doing the thiîîg. Wlien
nature lias provided nu0 hls, the toblog-
,laitî-clubs construet one of timber, anid
thien irrayed ini picturesquý eps andl beits,
tîunics and legginus, they spin nîerrily down
thie artificial siope on Iow sleds. %wlidb are
constructed like the Irisiinuani's stono wall,
tliat '« whien it tuînbled over îvas higbcr
tha ' i wvben it stood Up)." A very piretty
411d cxhilerating sport is toboggaîîing, and
it does not s-ein to be falling, like the
i'oller-skate business, inito the liands of thc
de% il. ]3eriny Franklin drew soine iicmn-
<irable muerais fron paying too dear once
for a whistle; and in like nanner 1 ani re-
uinded of 'Several otiier things, wlmeiî I
ýsce the.rîLî&try crowd coasting down tlîeir
:snoli-slid

1 nioticei-ztat they all start slowly at tic
top o>f the bill. That is just thie %Yay that
Har±'y Tipplecup begaxi with bis chani-
Pagne glass. He feit sonie twinges wlien
hoe swallowved bis first glazs of'wine* at a
1)arty; but hie hiad tried anoaher befor) hie
lof t the parlers, for a stylish friend askcd
hini te drink Nvith Ihjîn, and se gave a push
to the toboggan. Harry saw fflenty of aie
anid Bourbon on the tables of the business-
mcn at the restaurant wb?re hie took lus
ù aily lunch. Scîîîe called for it to "lbelp
digestion," and hie soori fancicd that it,
lielpcd hia aise. The subtie appetite ini-
creased se rapiçly, that last ycar bis cmt-
ployer said to hiîn: Ilarry, 1 cannet bave
a bo, k-keeper iin my store 'iho bas te go
out thrce or four tinies a day for his drainî,
and wlîo is net fit to go homne tû bis family
at niglît.' * must discliarge you." The'
poor fcll'ow had very littie idea when lie
started bis tebaggail se nierrily tbat lie
would s0 soon lose all control cf it, and be
capsized with has bloated face and einpty
pockct into ruin. Tbe danger with Iiasi
io is tbat initead cf a total abstinence

lic e, h ii drink~ ail tbe barder te
"rwn lit * troubles."ý

TË*O other âéqùàiritàndèà cf iine a're
about as thoroughly wreckèd *~ llfriý id.

but tlîeir dmyn-lîill slide began at the card-
table over wbat tbey called "la siiîall stakeo
just.for f un." Thie iisidious ganîbliîîi
îmania soni got tlîci into pool-reoins anci
bottimg, an'd the p<>is<>iius Companfify ivhlidh
hiaunit the spot ting resorts. Ono of theni
bias lost bis situation ini a banik for biand-
linig the niunouy toc) freely; the otheor is do-
pendent for bis daily hread on the old
fathier îîoi lio is disgracing. Satiuu ices
tlîat tobogg(ani-slide cf ganiluliîg mow-a-
days witlm tiudl seduetive aund slip))iîey de-
vices, tbiat flot, 01113 hecdless otbbut
nîîwy a sp)eculattor and stock-broker and
dabimier ini risky busiîîi ess- ven tutres, fiuîd
tlîeinselves capsized before tbey dreuil of
it. To get .wntmî~for ùttle Or non9hjnq,
is tbec sedluctive liait thiat starta oery
gaîîîber-I dou't carc under what naine it
is prmctised-oiî tlic down-grado to de-
structioin.

1 it reinided just now of a young
couple whio set off on the saine toboggan-
and a gitily trinmnîied one it wvas, toc-a few
short years ago. Thc younig muan fell iin
love. whiclb is aîl very well, pravidcd tInt
(as Dr. '' Rab" Brown says) lie picks liiiî-
sc 1f up at once, and looks around to sec
hoiv the lanmd lies. But the ir who bo-
%vitchced hini knew more about Ilsociety 1

that seiiÇe. Thej' started off witiî plcnty
of jewellery and opera-tickets, and tock a
romn iin a fashionable " I fainily-botel. "
Tie last tinie 1 saw thc Eeed3'-looking hus-
band, lie caine te) înç for a loan; higli life
liad driven Iini te borreiirt, uîîtil nobody
w')uld lend te lias, and to-day the tobog-
gan cf extraî'agaitec lias lamîded lujîmi and
lis dowdv wifç aiid two babies ini a cheap
Ilflat" in a by-street. Tlîey biave lad
thoir fast anîd jolly ride down hll; ncw
tlîcy are bcginning to walk up. May God
grive tlîei wisdoipi for the liard pull! Fx'-
travagailce is a sinu, like the love of drink,
whiclî is miot easy te break off.

But it fis not oiîly anîong thc votaries of
tlîis wýrld tbat-certaiîî kiîmds of toboggan-
ing lhave conie into vogue. The fiishion
lias crept imito the Oburcli. Here is a cer-
tain mnîm wlîo in lis plainer days was reg-
ular at the devotional mîeetings, and useful
in tbe Sunda>ý-sclîcel. Prospcrity brougbit
with it a fliner and more eXpemmsive stylo

.of. living, a rou~nd cf social entertainnients,
and aiîusenîùnità, with. am oceasional dip
iÙt-o the tbeàtré, and à.thorough aavery
&tý> the CIluIb of 'te oye ànd* the pride ,of
life." Tht ôtiièr is i baýckolidèr. His

yit3 thdboggâf ii- cfiyiig fiai àwaà f îüù


