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'THE JOY OF HAVIN0 CHR:ST
WITH US.

BY RKV. TUIRODORU L. CUYLER.

"They bave sent me te thtis prison te
feaat witb my King. The bridegroomt
bath run £W&y wxth sny heart; 1 amn
.drowneêl over beai and sars in Hi. love.
We childron of the bride-chamber have
cause te leap for joy, for ws have got-
ton the bridegroom's love, ring, and the
marriago aupper tedrawing nigh. 0 time
mun faut! 0Sun haston on the banquet!1
I wonder what the marme aupper of the
Lamb will be in GOd i nin palc of
glo2 y, aine a kisa of Christ in thia poor

wlernees is se ooinforting."
In aucb rapturous expressions ai these

did the devout Samuel Rutherford pour
forth bis seul during bis imprisoninent
for Christ'. sake in Aberdeen. Tbey
seem extravagont oven to Christians,who
seldoan realize wbat the Master moant
when He aaid "«Can the children o! the
bridegreoin meurn ai ion g ai the bride-
groom ln with thom ?., No illustration
that he couid nu wouid set forth more
fully the pi ivilege and the duty of Hia
people te reoc overmoro as long ai they
have Hum abidieg in their hearta. It was
the custoin in Paleatine for the para-
nymplis or coinpaniona e! the bridegroom
te apend tbe wbole week of the weJ'l;ng
in sucb unbroken festivities that taey
wfere excused heom devotions in the Tem-
pie, and from ail ordinary labor

Such wai to e h e joy of eVcliy bolier.
er; and sucb may ours be if we will give
Christ Jeius HiLî rigbt place ini our hearts
and ini our lives. The fauit is ours en-
tîrely that our lives are not more glad-
somie :there uughit to ho v'a8tly more of
sunshiise snd Qerenity, and sweetness ini
thse lives of ail wbo are possessors of thse
greatest treasure of thse universe. The
sin amitten care-lades world needs the
example and tbe inspiration of a joyous
religion in order te sttract it to Josus.
We owe it te ourselves, we owe it to Hum
te wear a sutnier face, and even amid
beavy trials te beain forth brightness, as
tho waves of the ocean phosphoresce witb
sparkles of light et niduiigbt.

What do wc think of a nowly married
couple wboe face. wear au illconccaled
frown or cait of sadneas when ini escis
ether's coînpany! We pronouiice it an
ill-matcbed match. There is no love bo-
tween tbem. Must flot a sharp.eyed
werld coneludc' thiat there i8 lie doptis
and rea.lity e o for Christ in our hearts
when wo go worrying, and groaning, and
me.nirig on our road te >iearen ? If we

will porast in living on more extomnila,
and ut tise mercy of outward circum-
stances, wo cannot expect ta be happy.
But if we mako Christ actual and real,
if we walk in constant fellowship with
Hilm, wo may defy aIl the powers of'
darkness to diaturb our joys.

Only thlnk what Christ may bo to.ua,
and wbat e peomaaoas wben Hoe. isys
"lLe, I am wWah you alway8." This moins
heart-fellowahip. It is nt where weare,
but what we are that dotermiroes our hap-
pnesi. The joy o! wedlock do.., not de-
pend on a fins bouse or a splendid oqulp.

agbut on tho perfe zt niono prhearta. Such nover tirs of oach other;,
the cil o! love preventa ail friction. My,
beloved is mine ,and I amn his, that in
enough. Paul in arite o! poverty, and
teil,and bonda, ani *,eroeoutions,marched
&long bis up.hili rbad shouting "Who
ibalî separats mo from the love o! Christ?»
Strip hlm, whip him, look himin p in the
dungoon and yet that joy no man coud
take from him. Ho bad is aviour al-
wayi with him. The honeymoon o! bis
nuptials with Christ nover came te ma
end. Why ahouid. ours? It need not If
we are tre te our vows uand do net luit
after adulterous allisnces with min. Our
biessed Master will give ns pest ai much
o! Hi. close, loving !ellowshîp a we aik
for, and the measure o! Christ is thse true
measure of both happinesa and power.

There is a wondorful exaltation and
transforma»tion o! character produced by
thse intimnate society of a noble, gi!ted
ansd stimulating friend. This bas aaved
many a boy in college. This bas been
tihe making of mauy a inan ; lie wvas grav.
itating downward until a brave, godly
woman got bold of bis heart and iifted
hum up with bier te a bigier plane of life.
If stichbe thse lifting power e! a humais
associato, 0 what limit shall wo set te
Chritt's powtr to elevate, and enricb,and
ennoble our characters ? Jesus seeina te
say te us, Keep fast ho!d on Mo, and I
will carry you up, up into a purer atinos-
phere. up froint grovelling tboughts, up
into a bsgber view of life, up into the
peace of God that passe! thse understand-
ing e! tise slaves of thia world. Wbiie
HIe is witb us we cannot go astray. W.
do not luet after unclean enjoyrments
wbile He is ever bofore us, any more than
a truc husband wanders after wantons,
while a pure wifo filse bis oye and heart.
The only real couqueror o! sin if. an ever-
p rsent, ever loveu, and ever followed

Svsour. It is net Cbristianity that kuops
us, Uai C8hriet.

Thon tee if wo enjoy His favor what
matters it how many shall praise no, or
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