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THE MARIPIME PRESBYTERIAN,

firms: \

¢ 1 .to yot thigk that we could exist as
a cQage gntion under any other than the
freg-w.li o..cting plan.” “Noue of us
wotit, 4. v U buck w the pew-rent
syswem.”

Fort:Massey says:

*The Sabbath otferings payall the con-
gregotionul expenses.” *‘The Sabbath
average varied 1rom. §90 to 880at first,”
“I$now stands at from §8:, to $35 per
Sabbath.” .

Aanuapolis reports: .

“ifind that 1t is more successful and
more easily operated than che subscrip-
it ayxtem; and thuc they would not go
back .0 ihe old method on any consider-
ation.”

Darimonth states:

¢“f'Le sncuess of the scheme is shown
by o coa tant yearly iucveasein the re-
ceis, ~nitfor the Inst several years a
tafvio o Yhe right side.”

« ' leew’s, Truro, is thus reported:

s egaeds the working of thiy sys-
famo weaecting I thisk the tmstees
ate e o atildied 613 4 Jood one, andas
101 2 vut €X_grience poes, much prefer-
b W ey wiler mode foamerly m use,”

Moncton says:

“Last year the amount contributed was
considerably-imr advance of any previous
yeay. . At our late annual meeting it was
tow:nl that after all liabilities in.carrying
on the work of the congregation had been
meh, and after contributing more than
ever, liefore during the year to general
.work of the Church, there, was still in
theddnds of the treasuror $400.”

Stellacton reports: \-

“We find the Sabbath_ collection taken
in the church every -Sabbath much bet-
ter.than the okl wayof appointing collec-

" tprgto.go roucd the district and collect
W amount subscribed by each person
terly,and less trouble.”

Uuited Church, New Glasgow, which
wheyited the system from Primitive
Chyweh.in which it had been practized
for more than a quarter of a century, re-
porgs; ¢ ' 2

*‘}Ve do.not use envelopes.  No collee-
<torsare_appointed, no Imember of the
congregation isin arrears for stipend.
We have no- paw-rents” Every dollar
raised by.the congregntion for any -pur-
pose: whatever-is dgzg ed into tho con.
tribgtion hox.each th, and no. one
knowas hat ‘his neighbor coattibutes,
but.all ave expected 4o give acconding- to
their,ability, and we-always haveenobgh
to mect our outlay.™.-. -~ . .

The.treasurer of Chiglmers Church af- ‘

The treasurer of James Church enys:

*While eight years ago there were
many who wore afinid to trast the volun-
tary system, I do not think there is to-
duy a single member in the congregation
who \\'ouﬁl go back to the old xyswem of
a sabscription paper.”

River Joln szys:

It is now about cight years sinco we
adopted this systew and have met with
fair succesy. In contrast to the o)d sub-
seription Bsts we have found it much bet-
ter for vayious reasons:—It is net half
the trouble, it gives people a chance to
do their duty uwnasked, and persons can
contribute sinall sums which arenot felt
by the giver.”

Such s the tesuimony which has been
received from the several congregetions
specified. As these congregntions, how-
ever, are all Jocated in vities, towns and
villagee, itinay be suggested thatthesys-
tematlvocated would not work so well in
country districts. Possibly this sugges-
tion mag be corrzet, but'as bearing upon
it your Cummittee would submit extracts
from the reports of the-treasurers of all
three of the country congregations which
have reported.

Uppor Stewiacke reports: .

*“Lhe system has been in operation a-
bout ten yecars and on the whole has
worked in & satisfactory manner.” “We
are often belind more or less for the frst
three quarters of the year, but in eight
years of the ten, we have been square at
the close of the year, while in a few cases
we have had a respeetable surplus.”

Milford-says:

“Since Mr. Dickie’s settlement, twe
years in January, we have been contrib
utin¥ by envelopes weekly. "Some par-
ties have in that time been giving o hun-
dred per cént. more thanbysubscription.
Those who do notpay weekly-are gener-
ally behind in paying and contribute less
than those wko do.”” ~

Kempt, which is s weak congregation
as well as situated in.a rural district,

gives o very pleasing testimony. The'

creasurer says:
«It has worked well ever since its in-

troduction. It basgiven good satisfac- .

in the past and it in general favor with
our people af present.” ople are
taught to believe that it is their duty to.
honour the Lord with their first-fruits,
i. &., lny by the first pavt of their income
for . the Lord’s camse. On Sabdath:
morning they ¢come jnto God’s courts and

. bring their offering =nd place.it ina box
:at the door. They.de

tas anact .of
.worship believing that if it is sincerelyof-
fered itisas accptable to God as any

.



