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suggests that thuy should be placed upun
any other footing. Centurics of usage
have brought people on this Continent and
Europe to regard the landlord’s right of
hypothee as something alinost snered; but
the sentiment, if it can be so called, is
only the product of usage, and fails to
find any support in principles of plain u..-
varnished justice. A\ home and shelter is
un\doubtadly ono of the first necessities of
life, but is no more so than food and cloth
ing, and particularly the latter in a country
of climatic extremes like Manitoba.  The
dealer in provisions and clothing has no
legal preference against their debtors any
more than dealers in the most unnccessary
luxuries. Yet what he supplies is even
more necessary than what the landlord
furnishes, and he is protected by alaw
which gives him a preferentia! claim over
all other creditors.

Any person acquainted with the aflairs
of the numerous traders who have become
insolvent during tho past yecar in Mani-
toba, must have heen frequently impressed
with the injustice which the landlord’s
hypothce preference allowed. In quite a
nuinber of cases when a trader was forced
to assign, it was found that five, six and
in some instances nine months rent stood
unpaid, and before any outside creditors,
or trustce acting for all the creditors,
could attempt to realize upon the debtors
agsets, the full claim for rent had to be
paid or guaranteed. Frequently it was
beyond the reach of a trustec to secure
the consent of all creditors, some of whom
might ve a thousand miles distant, tosuch
a guarantee, and a slaughter of assets to
realize vent ensued. How merciless such
alaughters usually were, only the outside
creditors and debtors who have suffered
thereby can comprehend. In one instanco
the furniture and fittings of a first-class
‘Winnipeg hotel, which cost over 85,000,
were all absorbed before the overdue rent
of some £800 was realized for a greedy and
unscrupulons landlord; and the worst

was, that the landlord was the purchaser
of the greater portion of the assets they
slaughtered.  In another instancé the
goods in a hotel failed to realize as much
as would satisfy the landlord’s claim, and
the stock of & harness firm, who, were sub-
tenants of the insolvent hotel-keeper, was
seized and sold for rent previously paid to

the hotel-keeper, .’Ih_eae argé only two of-

the many instances where the landlord’s
hypothec preference opened the doorway

-

to flagrant injustice, and cases ave not
wanting where it has served as n corner
for dishonesty and fraud. While, there-
fore, the abolition of all hypothee privi-
ledges would be carrying out only a plain
priuciple of justice, it would, in this Prov-
ince, prevent more unpunishable dishon-
sty and legalized rascality than any other
measure could pass at present.

In this step towards reform, as in all
others which affect real property, the cry
of vested rights will be raised. These are
certainly terrible things to interfere with,
when they are held by a wealthy, but at
the same time a non-productive class,
But that difficulty can be ecasily got over
by allowing a reasonable time between the
passing of such an Act as we have des-
cribed and its going into foree, so as to
allow a full opportunity for landlord and
tenant to arrange their new relations;
and in justice to the landlord, it would be
right to give him more power for the
prompt ecjection of a non rent paying
tenant, than he has under his present pro-
tected system.  But on the other hand an
Act of this description should guard well
against the possibility of its evasion. In
some of the Western States, where house-
hold furniture and utensils are exempt
from seizure for any claim, a systemn of
lease, embodying a mortgage on the con-
tents of the premises rented, is used as a
subterfuge.  Any Act passed for this
Province should place a limit to the term
of rent that even such a document would
guarantee, otherwise its utility would bo
in a great measure neutralized.

While we would advise caution and care
in framing the provisions of an anti-hy-
pothec law for this Province, we must say
that the passing of one is necessary, and
will be a long step in the direction of real
progress. It will accomplish no more
than justice when it places the trader on
cquul footing with the landlord, and it
will wipe out one more of the relics of a
byzone age, with which the progress of
Manitoba is still hampered.

CHOKE-OFR KATES.

It is ouly rensonable that in order to
hold competitors, even railway companies
should have the priviledge of diseriminat-
ing for or against certain points on their
lines, especially. when such discriminat.on
is no great injury tv their patrang, BRug
unfortunately railways earry such privi,
ledges to gztremes, ard often. io the oxtent
of anomaly and injustice, This is specially

the cuse when a system of choke-off rates
is introduved, in order to block the schemes
of competiug liues.  The parties engnged
in either exporting or importing in Win-
mipeg have fult the full force of this dur-
ing the past year in conncetion with the
C.P.R. rates from he boundary line,
Such puints as Emcrson and Gretna have
had a diserimination in their favor which
could be of no value for any purpose, ex-
cept as a chohe off' against any arrange-
ments the SLPM. & M. and other Ameri-
can roads might make, Why the import
trade of a city like Winnipeg should be
made to sufler, and & mushroom village
like Gretna profit by its suffering, is a
question that must be left to experts in
railway rate anomaly to explain.

1t is a policy, such as above described,
which does more to make a railway com-
pany unpopular than a system of rates
cqual all over but at the same time too
high, and it i> much to be regretted that
the O,P.R. snould adopt such a policy.
With through rates over its lines lower
than on any western line on this continent,
its policy ot hberahty is effectually neu-
tralized by the choke-oft, and its opponents
have no dit”culty in perverting its freight,
figures so is to make the whole system
appear & wonument of unscrupulous ex-
tortion. * Migures will not lie,” is a very
common remarl ; bué a collection of fig-
ures require wut a few defects to place
their distortion withmn casy reach of the
manipulator. The choke off' rates to the
south are the defects in the C.P.R, freight;
figures, and they require neither manipu-
lation or distortion to show their injustice
and unreasonable discrimination against
Winnipeg aud otler towus of Manitoba.

There are people who profess to believe
that every evil will bring about its own
curg in time, and if we are to put any
faith in well founded rumour, the choke-
off evil is guing tu find a partial cure at
least. Weare ld to anderstand that as
soon as navigation on the Red River opeuns,
the St. P. M & M. intend to put on a
daily service of steamboats bLetween St.
Vincent and Wanmpeg, and send all freight
for this city in that way from the boun-
dary instead of over the C.P.R. In this
move the St. P. AL & M. are doubtless
aided . and encouraged by other Amerivan
and Eastern Canadian companies. Be
that as it may, the move is a good one for
Winnipeg and other peints west of it, as
we understand freight will Lo carried by
river for about one-thir}y of the proposed
summer rate of ‘ye C.PR: Some ultra
opponents ¢t the C.P.R. will state that

1817, g case of rogues falling out and
Ponest men getting their own. We will
not go so fur, Lut we must wish success to
the new line of steamers, as the first prac-
tical step towards freeing this city from 2
burdensome system of freight discrimina-
tion, under which the C.P.R. now holds it,



