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CIRRENT TRADE CORDITIONS,
ONTARIO.

Littleeffort is being made in the direc-
tion of shipping lumber, as the weather snd
deep snow bas rendered it impossible to
accomplish satisfaciory results. There 1s
considerable lumber awasting shipment,
and an aclive spiing trade seems 10 be
assured. The louger the severe weather
continues the greater will be the rush tor
siock v'hen the spring opens. Manufac-
turers report many enquiries for the lower
grades and ahop lumber in pine, and
prices of these grades are very firm. A
Western Oatario maaufacturer recently
sold a million feet of four inch sound com-
mon plank at $19, which is regarded ax a
very fair figure. No. 2 commen is report-
ed 10 be a shade easier, although list
quowations are unchanged. Hemlock
prices are holding up, sales of 1wo-incb,
10 to 16 feel in length, being reported at
$12 and $12.50 al the mill.

The now accepted shortage in the p-.>-
duction of hardwood logs is strenginening
lumber prices. [t is not unusual t2 meet a
manufacturer who is asking from $1 to $2
per thousand more for his lumber than he
received last season. Birch 1s meeting
with favor, and as the supply of dry stock
is not large, prices are largely in the
handsof the producer. For XXXX pine
shingles $2.60 at the mill is being asked.
Cedar shingles are held at the same figure.

UNITED STATES.

Conditions are not favorable to a heavy
movement of lumbe~, the severity of the
weather having stopped aearly all building
work in the Eastern Siates. The outicok
is good, however, as the yards are lightly
stocked and dealers have been holding
back orders for some time past, In the
lower grades there s, comparatively
speaking, considcrable activity, and a
report from Tonawanda states that barn
and box boards are being bought up so
closely that there is a possibility of 2 sub-
stantial advance in prices before the new
cut is ready for the market. Box lumber
sells as quickly as it is offered. The
upper grades of pine are 10t expected 1o
advance, as they are now relatively high.
It wil be observed, however, that our
Buffalo list this week shows an advance on
uppers. The Southwestern States wre
enjoying exceptional prospenity, and it is
expected that this will bring about a
bardening in prices of southern pine,
whichin turn will influence the northern
product.  Altogether, the conditions are
by no means unfavorable' for the pine
trade, and ! preseat miicipations are
realized a good season will be expeneuced.

Good progress has been made in Retiing
out hardwood logs and a (ull production or
lumber this year is likely. The market i«
in a position ta take an average produc.
ton without causing a break in prices
durng the next four months at least, after
which time it is imposwible to predict (he
coorse of events with any degrce of
certainty. Values at the present tims are
bolding well.  Maple is held at $9, $15
and $22 for culls, common and firsts and
seconds, respectively, at the milis.  White
ash is in good request, the price for wch
at Ruffalo being $40.

GREAT BRITAIN.

In Great Bntain buying of Jumber ia
still being conducted with extreme cau-
tion. There seems 10 be cons derable un-

certainty in the minds of many demlers as

1t the future course of prices, some con.
tending that if there should be unfavor-
able developments prices would decline
sharply. The ruling high prices are no
doubt restric. 1K the consumption, but the
Canadian stock is being graudually re.
duced and will be on a reasonable basis
when navigation opens in the wpring.
First quality pine deals continue to bo re-
garded as good property, but only a quiet
demand exists at present for the lower
grades. Spruce prices are less firm than
they were one moath ago, probably due
to tne quantity of «tock sold by auction
an for which unsatistactory figures bave
been obtained. Waney and square pine
are in moderate dimand at unchanged
quotations.

STOCKS AND DRICES.

In the Riding Mountain district of Mun-
itoba spruce lumber is seling at $12 per
thousand at the mills.

Tender are invite d up 10 Uebruary a5th
for umber required by the Road Depart-
ment of Montreal during the present yeaur.

The Scoit Lumber Compamy, of Fred-
ericton, N.B., expect 10 cut 5,000,000 feet
of logs in the vicinity of Black River, Que.,
this year.

The barque Strunger is about 10 load
lumber at Weymouth, N. S., for Buenos
Ayres, the shippers being G. D. Campbell
& Company.

The St. George Waugon Company, of
St. George, Oat.,recently purchased 150,~
000 feet of white cak lumber fr.m S. B,
Lawrason and 50,000 feet trom S. G. Kit-
chen,

Wright & Davis, of Duluth, Minn., have
bouht about 50,000,300 feet of standing
timber along the south side of Pigeon nver
for abuut 84 a thousand feet. It is under-
stood to be a purchase forinvestment.

The Miannesota Log and Timbsr Com-
pany, of Duluth, Minn., last week sold 10
the R. T. Jones Lumber Company, of
North Tonawanda, N. Y., 5,000,000 feet
of No. 3 and betier stock, which is n. v
being cut.

About 15,000,000 feet of hemlock piece
stufl has been sold by Menominee river
firms for spring delivery to Chicago and
the east. The hardwood cut of the Me.
nomince river mills this season will amount
0 15,000,000 feet, praciically all of which
has been sold.

Mesara. Ross & Taylor,of Exeter, Ont.,
have recently placed their order with a
Toronto firm for fifteen carloads of hem-
lock lumber and scveral carloads of pine
lumber, shingles and lath, They have
also ordered eight carloads fium the
Pacific Coast.  BRuilding operations in the
Exeter distri 1, they mtate, promise to be
quite brisk during the coming season.

Under date of January joth Messes. Clair-
monte, Man & Company say of the Bar-
badoes market : *There has been one ar-
rival with white piue dus ing the forinmght,
\iz., schooner Agatha with 62,000 feet,
which were sold on private terms for St.
Vincent.  Our market iy well stocked with
white pine and spruce but prices have been
taicly mamtaired.  Last sale of white pine
for a cargo on the spot was at $25 per
thousand for merchantable, and $20 for
sccond quality ; aprice, $21.15 tor merch-
antable and $:15.47 for second quality.
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Last sale of Gaspe Long Cedar shingles
were at $0.01; Cedar Laying, $12.0¢ to
$2.07%."

Mitlerw, (ruit exporters, «nd others con.
tinue to be hampered in their business by
a scarcity of barrels.  Since the stormy
weather set in the backwoody stave fac-
tories have boen compelied to close by
reason of the difficuity in having timber
brought to them through the deep suow.
Thus scarcely any shipments of siaves
have been brougbt forward this year, and
as a resuflt several barrel factories in Tor.
onto and elsewhere have not been running
at thew lull capacity, Manufacturers _ay
that those makers who usuully were able
to keep & surplus stock of 2,000 to 3,000
barreis on hand are now cleaned out. The
prices of barrels are unchanged si~ce the
advance made last fall.

TINBER BER1HS FOR SALE.

An opporiunity 1o obtain :ome valusble
tinber limits will be afforded on Wedn.-«
day, April 20th, when Mr. Peter Ryan
wilt offer for sale by public auction at the
Board of Trade Rooms, Toronto, the
Townships of Kitchener, Roberts, No. 103
and No. 167, each township containiag 36
square miles, also Birch Island (Indian)
coataining i1 square miles, all in the Lake
Hurun district.  The sale will no doubt
attract a large attendance of lumbermen,
as the resuit of the last Government sale
proved that the demand for timber limits
was never more pronounced than at the
present time.

STOCKS O' WHITE PIRE

The Bureau of Grades of the Mississippi
Valley and tue ‘Wisconsin Valley Lunber-
men’s Association has compiled a stock
sheet of the pine lumber in the hands of the
manufacturers in the two districts, January
1, 1904, and & comparison with the stock
on hand on similar dates of 1903 and 1903,
As is well known, trade during the latter
part of last year showsd a considerable
falling off, both in the Mississippt valley
and the \Visconsin valley, and hence it is
not surprising, says the Mississippi Valley
Lumberman, that on the first of the
current year slocks were somewbat larger
than they werc a year ago. The total in-
crease, however, is comparatively small
for the two districts combined, while the
Wisconsin valley district shows a decrease
from both the previous years.

In the Mississippi valley the greateat in-
cresse over last year is in the stock of
dimensions on hand. This shows an .
crease over the figures of 1903 of about
55,000,000 feet.  Thick fnish and shop
iumber show a shyht increase over the
figures ol the last year and a considerable
wcrease over the stock on hand January
1, 1902. Ininch lumber there is a coa-
siderable increase in the upper grades,
especially in inch shop D and better
boards and strips. The increase over last
year i= more than 50,000,000 feet and the
total on hand January 1 is three times as
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Hreat as it was the first of January, 1g0.
The stack of other upper grades, includir -
No. 1,2 and 3 boards, w.is larger than fi.,
either of the previous years. Inthe low.
grades, there i a falling off as compare..
with both 1go3 and 19n2.  The totals (.-
inch lumber show more than 100,000,011
feet excess over 9oz and more than 200,
000,000 feet over the previous year. T
total of all stack in the Mississippi valle
is about 75,000,000 teet kreater than on
the first of January last year, and about
sixty-five million teet greater than on the
first of January, 1902. The stork of
shingles on Fana was very much greater
than on the first of either of the previous
years, while the stock of lath shows i
decrease over last year and an increase
over 1902,

In the Wisconsin valley the stock of
dimension oa hand the first of the year was
about 32,000,000 feet greater than on
the first of January last ycar and more
than twice the stock on hand the previous
January.  Thick finish and shop lumber
show a decrease from last year and an in.

Planing, Matching, R!sca.v'l& elc.

Mausfactuter of !
Doors, Sash, Mouldings, Ceilings

EadMatched “Mgg.) FLOORING

and Bored . .
Lumber xiln Dried in Any Quantity,
J. R. EATON - Orillia, Ont.
Solicited,

MASON, GORDON & Co.

WHOLESALE TIMBER
Montreal, @Quebec

Eastern Agents Tbe B.C. Mills, Timber & Trading
nou%‘z.hmri'.%.ci. il:. length supplied
vnmmrmvcuu:'m:oounon.

TELEGRAPH POLES
WANTED

We buy all lengths. Write
us for priczs and you will
see that by cutting your
Cedar into Poles it will net
you more than you can get
out of it in any other way.

J. B. FARWELL & SON

to M'Cafirey & Parwell,
Orillia, Ont.

Oswego, N. Y.

20 YEARS' EXPERIENCE IN FORESTRY

Expest Bxplorer and Practical Luam|

HIGHRST REFERENCRS

Fl'(glﬁl'l(}k N. Ritchle,

ealer @ Broker
“

Timbder Limits and Pu

Wi Lands,
Lamber, Pulp W o

Ties, etc.
oSt Pe oo QUEBES, Canada

BULMER, MoLBENNAN & GO.

. Basswood, Birch, Hard Maple, Rock
WANTED . and Soft Elm Lumber

Offce and Yard—571 Dorchester Street, NONTREAL, P Q.

Telepbone Matls 368

Qerrespondesce Salicite d

KNIGMT BROTHERS
Burk’s Falls, Ont.

“ KILN-DRIED BIRGH FLOORING

A & Samples

Send for Cat:'bm KNIGHT BROTHERS CO.

Burk’s Falls, Out.



