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In changing the front of & lino to the rear,
it would still be necessary to countermnarch
the color party; and somo precautions
would seem 1o bo required in changing the
front of a line to the rear on the march.
against tho probability of crowding whilst
the oflicer and coverer chango places, and
the supernumetraries pass to the rear. 1tis
probable, howevor, that this might novor be
required, as [ perceive that his Lordship docs
not contomplato n deviation from the ordin-
ary ralo in the cdse of a short rotirement.

I presume therefore that the cautions,
“the line will advance’ or *rotire’ would
still bo vetained.

Rules secom requisite here and thore for
guidunco as to the details of some move
ments- -for instance—u battalion in line
moves frem the halt, in fours, to the right.
Its commander desires to halt, facing his
original front after moving, say 100 yards,
What command would be laid down, after
tho word ¢ Halt!” in place of “Front’ ?

I suppose “Left form,” judging by an-
alogy to the present axiom that the words,
“Halt,’” * Front'? form a company in fours
to its pivot flank.

‘I'hese however are but small points, and
I have only thrown out one or two random
suggestions for the purpose of inviting dis-
cussion, and learning more on the subjoct.

With the general minciples of Lord
Elcha's drill, well digested and authorized,
glenty of practice at the double, and a good
deal of double column mancuvring (it the
authorities will ever order the battalions
togethier) I think we should stand a bettor
chance of making our Volunteers more
smartly and correctly than we have had for
the last two years at all events. 1 mention
doubly columns because the best authorities
secem to incline to the belief that battalion
columms of attack on x front of two com-
panies arc probably the best formation,
though of course circumstances might alter
the case, I am, sir,

Respectfully yours, G. W.

FENCING.

Yo the Editor of Tue VorustErr REVIEW.
Dear Sir,~Surcly nothing can be more
humiliating to tho wearer than the absurd
pretension of strutting about with a weapon
dangling at his heels, of which he knows not
the use. ‘The noblg art of Fence should be
held an indispensable accomplishment in
every man who bears IL. M.'s commission.
The little probability of an ofticer, in modern
warfare, being called upon to assay his skill
or prowess in a hand to hand encounter, is
inadmissable as an oxcuse for neglecting
the attainment. of a gaceful and gentleman
ly accomplishment. It is indisputable that
the exercise drill, &c., which are necessary
to the making of a swordsman, aro produc-
tive 6f many advantages to the military
man. It teaches promptitude, agility, pre-
sence of mind, steadiness of nerve and oye,
imparts an casy graco to every motion—and
will do more to stamp aman with asoldierly
bearing (barring the strut) than ail the
setting up drills, or goose steps that ever

were invented—

“The almost carcless grasp which spoke,”
s#Thehand well used to deal the suaber stroke.?

‘The mtimate familiarity with the weapon,
which the poet’s lines would indicate, is
neither ficticious nor imaginary, It may be

no crime to ful in attaining this perfection,
butitiscertamly discreditablo that an officor
should earry 6 weapoty, of the use of which
ho is entively ignorant. I would, at the
risk of being tedious, addd thut tho yegulation
sword exerciso 18 requisito (o pass an inspee-

! tion, but merely to know the routine of

guards and cuts wili no more make =
swordsman than the snapping of a rifle will
constitute, & marksman.

Without plenty of looso play, with foil and
stick, it is impossiblo toattain an average pro-
ficiency in the art, but if an oflicer is content
only to possess wha, the vegulations de-
mand, ho were wise to avoid crossing blades
with an enemy, and most assuredly he can
never, feel, in the moment of danger, that
thrill of confidence, which the mere grasp
of a good blade imparts to the man familiar
with its use. Yours,

SABRLUR.

* BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE
FROM ST. CATHARINES,

(BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

On Friday cvening, the 19th inst., the
volunteer force of St. Catharines was in-
spected in the drill shed by Col. Macdougall,
Adjutant General. The evening was intense-
ly hot, so hot indeed as to keep a large
number of spectators outside the building.
Notwithstanding the weather, there was a
Iarge muster of the volunteers. Capt.
Wilson's Battery of Artillery mustering 3
ofticers and 45 men, and presenting & clean
and soldierliko appearance. The battery isa
fine body and reflectse great credit on all
connected with it. The Inlantry werein heavy
marching order, and presented a fine ap-
pearance. No. 2company (Capt. Thompson)
assembled 35 non-commissioned officers and
men; this cumpuany is one of theoldest in the
Dominion, having been in existence since
the year '35, and is at the present time
second tono company in the 19th Battalion.
No. 3 company, although not mustering
over 27 men, was nothing behind m their
dnll, and thewr clothing and wecoutrements
were in first rate order; Capt. Wilkins de
serves great credit for the manner in which
he has brought on this company, notwith-
standing numerous ob-tacles since he took
command of it. After vol, Macdougali had
fimshed Ius mspection of the ranks, the
Infantry were put through some bLattalion
movements, and also the manual and
platoon exercises by Lt. Col. Currie. The
whole forcc was then formed in a hollow
square, and were addressed by the Adjutant
General, who said—*1lle was very glad to
have had an opportunity of secing the St.
Catharines volunteers at drill, and was
highly satistied with the manner m which
they had gone through the various
mancguvres, &c., and in the few movements
already done he had noticed that the officery
and non-commissioned officers weve well up
in their drill, and when such was thecase ho
had no fears for the men. He did not
anticipate any active service at tho present
time, but expressed cvery confidence from
what he had seen of the force all over the
Dominion, that if the oceasion should occur

that every man would do his duty.” Healso
complimented the Artillory very highly,
and promised them two 18-pounders in order
to enable thom to better qualify themselves
as an artillory company.  ‘Threo cheors were
then given for thu Queon nnd throe for the
inspecting oflicor, and afler going through
o few more movements, the several corps
were dismissed.

FROM TORONTO.

—

(Y OUR OWN CORRESIONDENT.)

Since penning my last the long talked ot
Provincial Races have been run at New-
market, and thauks to the fino weather,
were witnessed by thousands; in fact our
fashionable promenade (King St.) was al
most deserted by beauty and fashion for
two wholo afternoons. The course was
patronized by the Licutenant Governor,
Premier, and othérs of the upper tendom,
who, by the careful management of Captam

"Morrison, A. D. C., the indefutigable Sccre.

tary, enjoyed thomselves rarely. A Uvoop
of the 13th Hussars were presont most of the
time, and did great service in clearing the
course, which was accomplished by several
beautiful manaures, oxhibiting the masterly
training of their horses. Colonel Jenyns .
acted as judge. The Garrison Ifurdle was
won by Citadel, and the 13th Hussars Hand,
cap, by Starlight.

The Volunteer **Monument Fund' Com
mitteo have resolved on soliciting further
subscriptions, in order that the materil,
now lying in Montreal may bo procured, aml
works commenced witlout delay. It will
be a disgrace if this affair is not carried out
to completion at once, for it is now two yeas
since our noble patriots fell, and as yet no
suitable national emblem has been erected
to their honor. The only *in memorium”
being the stained windows in the Univer
sity and St. George’sChurch.

The Volunteer Reliet Committee, having

till a large surplus on hand, have invested
in ¢ Ifavelock's’ for theeity battalione, who
certainly are greatly improved both incom
fort and appearance thereby.

A “Volunteer™” has written a very per
tinent note to the Erening Lelegraph re
specting medical allowance on active ser-
vice. le puts it thus : He now receives for
himself, wife and three children $9.50 per
week as wages, but in tho event of goingto
the front would get $3.50 to send home, and
should he bLe wounded and go home, would
get $9,50, which of itself barely suflices for
hig family, and leaves him nothing to pay
the doctor. He advocates free medical at
tendance either in or out of the hospital.

The Volunteer Fund Committee, out of
the balance of $18,300 on hand, have gener
ously allowed the widow of the late Mr.
Lockie, who behaved so nobly at Ridgway,
and there contracted the discuse from which
he digd, a further sum of $300.

On Mondayat 9 a. m., the Volunteen
composing the flying column, assembled for
the purpose of putting in onc day’s drill
The 12th (Col. Jarvis') Battalion, having had
along walk into town, wero allowed to rest
while the I0th Royals and Queen's Own
wero praclising Lord Elcho’s new system of
drill, which it appears the Militia Depart
ment, owing to representations from Co!
Brunel, bave been induced to regard favor
ably. At 2 p. m., the wholeforce mustered
in the Drill Shed, when the 12th were, of
course, the centre of attraction. They are
really 'a splendid body of men, and B




