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THE VOLUNTEER REVEIEW.

(Oorosen 20, 1874,

MARCHING POWER OF INFANTRY.

As tho strongth of a chain cannot oxcoed
the strength of ita weakest link, so the
marching power of an army cannot, gener-
ally spoaking, exceed the marching power
of that arm which moves slowest, namely,
the infantry. Wo say generally speaking,
bocauso recent suggestions as to the intro-
duction of a powerful force of mounted
rifles would, it adopted, somewhat modify
our statement, which, however, may be ac-
cepted, as substantially correct, until what
almost deserves to be called a now arm of
the Servico be fairly introduced into war-
fare—- if indeed this ever bo tho case. Of
course, on the other hand, it is not always
practicablo to move an army so {ust ns the
marching power of its 1wfantry would per
mit,on accountof the impoesibility ofbring
ing up supplies at an equal rate; still boar~
ing these two points in view, the general
proposition holds good thatthe marching
power of any army s pretty accuratoly
gauged by the marching power of its com
ponent infantry.

Now, thechanges whichhave been wrought
1 tho conduct of military operations by the
intraduction of weapons of great range and
precision, as also by the constrrction of rai'
ways and telegraphs, have as recentevents
show, all tended 1n the direction of making
wars short, sharp, snd decisive, Tho natur
a% consequence of this is to.impart inoreased
importance to the marching power of infan

try; both-as regards s'rategical and tactical’
At first sight, indeed, it may’

operations.
appear that the introduction of railways hag
rather tendod to lessen the importance of
the marching power of infantry , but such a
view—though occasionally mooted by the
spocial correspondents of the daily papers
during the late: Franco-German war—is-en.
tirely erroneous. For, in the first place, it
must be. cbserved in passing that notwith-
standing the rapid- speed of a network of
railways over the face of the earth, military
opelations havo still sometimes to be con-
ducted .in countries where no such means of
locomotion exists; witness, for example; the
recent Ashantee war. Then again, even
supposing the existenca of rail:zays in the
field of operatioms, it must be :~ nembered
that there are certain limits to their use for
the purposes of military transport. Tlere
are owrcumstances under which an army
could be marched a given distance in less
time than it could be transported.over the
sameo ground by rail ; the chief elements in
thie somewhat curious problem being the
sizo of the army, the distance to be travers-

any comment ; for troops in tho preacnco of
the encmy must now bo moved frequontly,
moro rapidly, and over more ground than in
former times.

Having thus, ~o trust, satisfactorily de-
monstrated the mncrensed importanco which
attaches nowadays to the marching power of
infantry, it now becomes our dity to point
out that the subjoct is one which seenis to
demand more attontion from our military
authorities. It is truo that o great deal has
‘been done within the last fiftecen or twenty

ears to incronso tha marching powor of

ritish_infantry, chicfly in the dircction of
rendering their dress and accoutrements
moro comfortable and lighter, and of im-
proving the scale of diet and the cooking of
the rations. Even thirteen years ago, s
writer in Colburn’s Uyiled Service Magozine,
spenking of the ameliorated condition of
tho British soldier, observed .—* We now
give him fqod thut he can ecat, and, what is
more, that nourishes him; we have lighten-
ed his knapsack; wo have improved his
clothes; his collar and his stock are lower,
and his boots are no longer like canoes.”
Since the above was written more improve-
ments in equipments have been introduced,
the practical result of which courso of action
has been that in the late Ashantee Wur our
troops on the march to Commassie were ac’
tually clothed and accoutred’ in a sensible
style and one adapted to meect the exigon-
cies of & tropicul and pestilential climate
‘fusportant,however,as these various changes
bave bLeep, they, after all, do not touch the
root of the matler, which is simply the pby-
sical power of the soldier to march. The
athlete, when preparing for a pedestrian
match, does something more than merely
exchanee his every day clothes for a suit of
flant el sard a pair of walking-shoes; be gres
‘in for a prlinynary course of physical train.
ing, and tais, in & modified form, is what
seems to Lo greatly needed in the Army.
It is unnccessary to recapitulato the numer
ous observations which have recently ap-
peared in these columns respecting the phy-
sical degeneracy of the recruits; for this ap-
pears to be conceded on almost all sides as
a matter of fact. But such being the case,
1t becomes all tho moreincumbent upon the
authorities, as ¢ lately puintéd out, °to
insure the proper physical training of the!
young soldier, and especially endeavour ¢0
dev -lop his marching power. For, recurring;
to the influence of railways on the subject,.,
itis to be noted that they have probably
tended to diminish somewhat the marohivg',

power of our infantry, in two ways, ln the
first place, it seems not unreasonable to sus

the benefits which they aro designed to pro-
duco. Now it would tend greatly to increuso
tho marching power of our infantry, if,when
s rogiment or a detohment moves from one
station to snother, it were, whenevor prac
_ticablo, sent by road instead of by rnil; for
the differont spirit of mon on a bona fide
march and on a day's oxerciss in route-
marching must be familiar to. many.of-our
readers. Doubtless, in somo of our Line
regiments wo should, under such circum-
stances, have n good many waekly recruits
falling out by the way, and there woulc pro-
bably bo a fine row got up in the penny
papers by philanthropic fanatics if a death
frora heart disonse occurred in a regimont
on the march. Well, zo be it; for mler all,
what is the uso of having batlalions thut can-
not march, any more than of having ‘‘ ships
tiist cannot swim'? We aro glad to observe
the recent cironlar of His Royal Highness
the Field Marshal Commanding-in Chief re-
apeoting military gymnasiums, although we
suspeot that more- or less compulsory at §
tendance will have to be cnforcod before §
theeo establishments can bs expected to
play ‘o proper part in. the economy of the
British Army. As, however, the Duko of
Cambridge is thus unyuestionably. directing
his attention to the. physteal training of the

some moro decided steps may be.taken to.

power of our infantry.—~Broad Arrow.

MOUNTED INFANTKY.

lecturers, but I have heard of no plau for
mounting the infantry, except putting them
on horseback, & plan which many think
would only result in maling an ibdifferent
body of cavalry. It woald of courge, e pos-
sible to make a good bedy of cavalry, but
that is not the object: in eo far as infantry
mounted on horses differed from cayalry,
Jjust 80 far would they be inferior to them.

Thedifficulties iorsesmen buve to'¢ontend
with in fighting on foot are—

1st. Thart, at most, only half the men cap
+ Ieave the horses, uvless tlie horses are link
ed, in which casé there must be tinde ands
safe place for the horses,

2nd, Even with half the men moanted,
the borses cannot be easily rioved, except
ataslow pace; and if linked tHey cannot b
moved at all. B

3rd. Led or linked horses are perfectly
helpless—can neither fight nor run away.

1 would suggest that infaniry should bs

soldier. wo may perbaps hope that eralong

wards developing still further tho marching |y

Sir,~ This is an'arm which has been often ¥
alluded to by recent military writersand BB

peot that * Parliamentary’’ and ** working-

ed, the character of the country as influenc. | men's” trains have somewhnt detericrated

ing the length of front, which the troops
could present on march, the number and
condition of the roads, whether tbe raitway
is a double or single line,, and whether or
not there 18 more than ono railway available,
and finally the amountof rolling stock which
can be obtawmed for transport purposes.
From these and other coosiderations—as,
for example, tho ease with. which railways
can he rendered useless through tho enemy
making a sudden dash, blowiug up the drid-
ges and tearing up the rails—it follows that
to quote tho words of Colunel Hamle,, *
¢ the districts cven «n Europe,aio few where

existing ratlways would leave great arnuies-

to any very consulerate degreo independont
of the ordinary roads.© When from strale

gical we coaverge upon tactical opertivns,.
tue increased importance o} the warcling
power o} 101uDIry, 52000 FeCeNL IMPTOFOLICALS,
iu arms of precision, is 100 obvious to noed
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| the pedestrian powers of those classes of the
{ comunity fren which recruits are drawn, In.
asmuch as many young men now ride con.
I stantly in thicd cluss railivay carrisges, who'
some years ago would have had to perfoim
the distance on ** Shauks’s pony " ‘Then,’
| moreover, troops are now moved by railway
y or steame, distances which, in bygone days
+ they would bave marched , so that altogther,
it 1s vory questionatle if the British soldier !
{ —looking at his life both before and after
i colistment—has as much .bard, carpest pe
{ destrian work as in former times. It must
{ be admitted that more is now done than for-
{ merly 1o tho «ay of camps of exercise and
{ route marching out from military stations ;
but unoriunately, it is to be feared that
that strong flavour of “*sham” which.un
avordably sttackes more o2 less 1o such ex
ercises, dulructs .0 no small degres from
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mounted on light,strong wagene,each dramn
, by four horses ; fourteen men to each wag
; on—viz.,, twe¢lve on the wagon and two
drivers on the near horses (asin theartil
lory). ’ '
1n each wagon-should be two double seats,
each double seat to-hold Bix men, sitting
back to back. The seats should be boxes.
and hold-a field kit for each man apdre
serve ammunition. The mén to carry their
arms aud accouttements 6n théir persons.
I would have the wagons open.at the sides.
to give greater facility for ‘getting in and

-out-1o the men who'sit facing inivards.

The leading horsee of each wagon'to wes

‘breast pieces, not” collars, ond both to bs

saddled-~thetraces to liook on to the breast
pieces just by girth of addle, sothat by siw
ply unbooking tho tracés the two'leaden
aro ready to do duty us troopers—there iss
driver already on one,and the sgcond'driter
mounts tho 6thet,the [6fvliand man on front
scat mounting thé wheéler and taking th
place of driver,




