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ENFANTY TACTICS AND THIE 011D.Ait bring our streflgtiscoetathe aeenl. 'te under lire, but distant front thn enemy, the

0F BATELE. issue muet ho deeided. nowv nss heratofore, brigade %voull hava a deptii of 900 yards.

by the threatening nclvance of Auperlor nuci' In this order ai hattie thèe la nothing

bers ready %lLbthei bayonet. new ta aur field exercise. WoVe accustonir
ed ta sec a brigade formod ivitî ils îiîree

Tisa foilotvissg excellent paper an infamntrY
tactice rint the ordar ai bat île, is front tise
Jourpal of ihe Royal Mil *dSercice .nsiliuiom,
ta ivhich svoric it lias t.2en coctributed by
Lieut.-Colonai W. J. Williams, ai the itoyal
Artillery :

1. ,Swarns o Skirms7iem3an~d Exlesded
SmspporlJ.

Soma ai aur studants ai tmctics non, ra
commecded la us svarins ai sisirmiaiers
acd ranks ai opened out lilas in support. No
cioscd formation, itlei said, caa live under
tire ; sa nsust aîtack raid deiend, epecialiy
ave msust attick, avilis swarms air skirmish
ers; acd supports muet ha extecded . Thse
opinions seemn ta us ta ba zeaaius exaggcra
lions. In tiscir impatience ai aur aid stessdy
drill, nti ai' aur regulation ai wilisdrawing
ikiimciahers timat ive moy hava a steady lina
ln fiaont, soma ai aur reformers ara carried
toc faor. Tlsey go ailis tisosa German autisors
vrho hsava deptirted fiurîbest fromn whiat is stili
tise Gernman regulation ; ave would rather
hlod witls hlm ivho inspireci tIsa "retrospect
ai the retrcslpect." It %vis tIse German regu-
lotion aviicis prevalct againat tisa Frenchs
army; tiiellaoonr order ai battia avas tricd
ociy againat tha levies wisicls France put lato
the lield alter lier ormy ivas lost5

If %ae examina tIse tiseorses of swarmas ai
a0kirmishiers acd ai opecedaout supports, ive
1usd halls theories avanting. Swarms ofiskir-
misier ia not a muchi snfer formation in
lice; andi opened-out supports must suifer
as much as supports avilli ciosed fles. It la
difliiît ta lix tisa exact mcassîng ai savaris'
oi skirmiaisers ; but %a may fairiy suppose
that savarni oi skirmisîsers %voulti caver
about tisa saine front as wouid ha covared
by the soa nuasher of mea in lice. If the
skirmishers Nyera nat equally distributeti
aiong tîseir front, anti sa their bass, at tIsat
portîcular tîme, avoulti ha a littho less than
tisa Rosa ai a lice; but the tendeccy aaould
ba ta an equai distribution aiong tIse front,
and as the skirmishers should be more
equally distrihuted, tîsay avould suifer more
los?. Tisat tise theory for apacing out tise
flics ai sLpports ta, atlait ta greater saicty la
fitlicious, beconies evident ta us by the con
sideraîson tîsat in ini.sntry ighticg supports
ara cotascîctiat. 13yrmin attire passingaver
the skirmishersin compacy ni 100 men le sup
port avould suifer êquatiy, ivhether it avere
on a front ai 40 paces or of80, or of12 0
cach fliavili atll ha la tha raie.

Thera la lia doubt that the term Il sicir-
mislsieg swarmis," not savarns ai skiraaish
crs gives a truc pictura ai what tise Germans
saw avlien tiscy looketi at timeir iraI lino in
close battli'lsey soaw that. their first lino,with
ils reini0rzements miii in, lint lest ils argOn-
izatian ai companies ; andti hoy saiv thot tha
at-n did nlot try ta dress le riiiisks, but work.
cd tiseir way bea nti tisera in groupa. This
disorder aras properly cameti theI "akiris-
her-swvaras.,, WVa do flot deny the powver af
tîse skirmisber.svarai; but ave believa that

varms ai skirmishers, sent out at lirst,
avouiti ba %vasteti by lire uctii they avare
poiverless. IVa alliv tisut no ragular for-
mations oaa ba maictaleei in the irait line
ai battie ; but %ae deny tisa ncccessity anti
tise advisatblenessa ofadapting a loasa array
for aur supports.

Trîs true prîncpla ai modern Iniactry
tactics ia ta exposa feav men ta tise lira ai
the ecelsy, tsntsl. tho enoriay b.eîg closa ta

14or Çve iýeîcg close to the enemy,

04rOgI i4 lwnnptel. The objeoý I tq

11. Necessary Change in osir Taclica.

Tha nev conditions ai musketry lire ne-
cessitaties ana chiai change iii aur infmntry
tactics. WVa mutit cease ta close skirmislmcrs
on timeir supports, and ta assembleaslcirmish,
ers on timeir reserve.

Our ield exosrcisel aima at securing ta us
the effective dclivery ai aur musl<etry tire;i
littIe or no care lias been taican ta provide
ngasineit unnecessary losa in aur ranks froci
tise lira ai tise enemny. 'lle regulatians givo
us shtisnilahar8 in front ofiaur lina; but tha
sicirmishers aira ta run asvay ta tise rear,
ivhien tise anemy consus close ta thein, or
whcn. they came close ta tisa ecemy. At
%what distance frorn tise enamy ara aur ekir-
mishieis ta run avvay andi hava aur line
bare ? Tisa fliglit ai skirmmshiers. nenr tha
ecenw, 'mould ruin tisa steadine8s ai aur
line,iÉ it did nlot immedioteiy cause disaster.
If aur ekirmishers ware ta coma hack ta us
at any sife distance iromn tise enemy, aur
lina %vouid ha expaseti ta the tira ai skèr.
mishars. and ive svould suffer more loss
than iva should inflict. In citisar casa, ive
couiti deliver no lira during tise fliglit or aur
skirmishers, wlmst tisa lira ai tIsa anemy
would cot cease. WVe must never ivitlidraw%%
aur akirmisiers. Uur skîrmisîsers must, ha
tisa irst ta meet the enemy. Ta nmke aur
skirmiâbers stracg anougi ta moût the one-
I ay, %va, muet reiniorce tisec. Tise skir-
mîsisers, rainforceti by ail tlsat may ha leit
ai tise bottalion, must figlit, is a skirmi8ier
swarm, that iss ta say, in lina ivitbout regard
ta orgacizatian ai Campanies and %vitiout
regard ta dressing.WVe niust nat ha disturbed
by tise siglit ai aur skirmishers runimng àsîway
round aur flîsnks ta tise rear: a ur isinds
sbauid ho illed vvsti the idea ai advancsng.

III. Order of Baille of a Brigade.

A brigade shoul cocsist ai thraa or ai six
hattalians,hecause tise normai arderaibattie
ai a brigade ia tsrc- fines af equal strenglh.
Wa ivili suppose: -hbigada consist8 ai tlurcs'
hattaliais. A battalion sisould consis t ai
eight companies ;a mompany should consiat
ai sixty files.

The normal order of battie ai a brigade is
la tsrce lines ai an % battnlion oach. In tisa
open thera shouiti bu a dilstance ai 300 yards
hetwaen the lirst and se.cond and betean
the second andi tisird lireas. In the open,
and under ire, aur flrst battalion wouid ba
exposeti ta unt.ecessary bass if tisa vlisole ai
it wera ploced in iront iront tise conmmence-
ment.; iva sbould tisereiore divida aur irst
battisiion on threa lens. In tise apen tien,
andi under lire, aur brigade would stand an
liva line- In front wouid lie tisa tîvo ilanîk
comnpanies of tisa irst battalion, nt 150 yards
in their rear ivouid ha Nos. 2 and 7 cana-
pacica ai the sanie buittalian as supports,
und nt 150 yards ln rear ai tisa supports tise
rcmaicing comupanias ai tha battalloîs
in reserVa. At 300 yards in rear
ai tnio reserva ai tisa first lino %vould
ha the second battalion sn second
lina. A 300 yards in rmarlai tisa
second lino %vould bc tise tîsird bnttaion in
tîsird fine. «rise Lava flink compossica ai tisa
tiret battalion sbouid ba extended an a lina
ofi400 Pace', tisapropar front ofiabattalion
andi af , br-iadq.; tise companias sn support
sîsoulti remain, cadi company, iii ciosed lina
the companies la reserve should ha la fine.
The second andi tisird battalioca asoulti ba in
linos. '£lie brigade would thus stand an a
frô of 1 4MQ p.acs ;and in the gouie andi

linos ; but these chnilow formantions are due
to our practice of holding too great a front,
and af dispensing, partlv or %vlsoliy, %vitls
qecond or thîrd lines. Shaliow formations
%vouid avalil us,and %vould perhaps he niees*
sary, mgaitist a xsumerotss cnmsmy. inlerior
mn morale anfi in arma8 ; but only the depcr
formation af battiiin in rear cil liatiomn
could give us the chance afinhoing tho
vallue ai aur soldiers in a fair field against on
enecmy %vorthy ai aur best enmleatvours

IV. Deuce.

In the open, a brigade would stand in ils
detenca in fivo lices arcred as abova statdd
Thie flank camrpacies ai the tiret bmttmiion
%vouid standl an the lino intended ta ba de-
tended. Ail tha formations %vouid ho in
line, except the two cosnpanies in front.
wvlich %vouid ba extencled an a lina ai 4i00
p.aces. In this order the brigade wouid
remain tsndcr tha cannon tire preccding the
attack oi tisa anemy. Thsis irst cannon ire
ivould bc aimed niostly nt aur gunis. wici
wroutd bc in lino %vith and on the fianks af
aur tivo companies in iront. Our infantrm'
wouid suifer very littia front this first irll
whiist tbey would miii be neisr enomigh ta corne
up in time ta weat the enemy an tho fini
seetcd for defence.

Our infantry should stili ha %withhield mis
long-as possible frcic 1 lie cîincon tire, wisich
tise cnemy would bring ta bear upon u!
fiom his second artillery positions taken iip
nearer ta aur iront. Ocly upon the appen'r
once of the iniantry ai tha enamy witbiîî 700
yards ai aur front, should two companPEs
commence ta fire and aur aearest formationq
commence ta close up. Aithougi theywomsid
still for soute timae ba exposed ta the cannon
lire wvhîch tisa anemy %vould direct upon u!
acroas the iront afi bis attack, aur second
and third lines muet commence thaîr ad
vance as soon as aur tivo companies hav(
opened tira.

Upon the nearer approacli ai tia encmy
it would ba necessary ta reinfarca aur tivi
campanies with the supports ; ta maya ul
the supports nearer ta tisa skiraiishers, ant
the reserva nearer ta the supports ; teo ra in
lorca the skirmnisliers %vitli two more coi
poches, and thea ta throw the two romamn
ing companies int the skirmisîser swarmn
These reiniarcet-lents slhquld nat bo m'stc
tao soon. Mleonwhviie, tise second and thirL
limnos shouid hava continuad tîseir adlvanco,
and in doing so tha third lino have muci
lesseneti its ditac from tha second Rille
Thelî third liap, on npproaching tha froc
shauld faircu double conîpany columrns. Ipor
tise arrivai ai the second lice at a distance ol
fiity yards iron, tise front, and tue arrivai of
the third lina at liity yards irom, tSE
second lice, both lines shauid ad.v.nco Tmq
first lice, in skirnimsls-svirm, %vould then
get up acd fead tha charge.

As iva are here considering the figliting ol
ai a brigade aîsiy %viti reierenca ta a cor.smf
order ai hate. iv do nalt propose ta tre.0
ai attacks on a il tnk ai tisa enemy strivin1
ta break in upon aur iront. %Vo shall con-
tent oursoiees %vith saying tht sumne îciou
agtîinst a flank ai Lle 'îttack ai the enemy il
almost necessary ta tho safety ai tihe de-
fonce.

V. .Allack,

In the opep, a. brigade shoulmi advinol
iI isthrae itt4lionq depýQoïd ý4ýq f


