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INFANTY TACTICS AND THE URD.K
OF BATTLE.

em——

Theo following excellent paper on infuntry
tactics and the order of battle, is from the
Jourral of the Royal Um -dService Institution,
to which worle it has Lz2en contributed by
Liout.-Colonel W, J. Williams, of the Royal
Artillery :(—

1. Swarms of Skirmisheis and Ezlended
Supports.

Some of our students of taclics now re
commended to us swarms of shirmishers
and ranks of opened out files in support. No
closed formation, it is said, can live under
fire ; wo must attack and defend, especially
wo must attack, with swarms of skirmish
ers ; and supports must be extended. These
opinions seem 10 us to be zealous exaggera
tions. In their impatience of our old steady
dnil, and of our regulation of withdrawing
¢kirmishers that we may have a steady line
in front, some of our reformers are carried
too far. They go with those German authors
who have departed farthest from whatis still
the German regulation ; we twould rather
hold with him who inspired the * retrospect
ol the retrospect.” It was the German regu-
lation which prevailed against the French
army; theBlooser order of biattle was tried
only agamst the levies which France putinto
the field after her army was losts

If we examino tho theories of swarms of
skirmishers and of opened-out supports, we
find both theories wanting. Swarms of skir-
misher is not a much safer formation in
line ; and opened-out supports must suffer
as much as supports with closed files. It is
difficult to fix the exact meaning of swarms
of skirmishers; but we may fairly suppose
that swarms of skirmishers would cover
about the same front as would be covered
by the same number of men in line, If the
skirmishers were not equally distributed
slong their front, and as their loss, at that
particular time, would boa little less than
tho lossofa line; but the tendency would
be to an equal distribution along the front,
and as the skirmishers should be more
egually distributed, they would soffer more
lose.  That the theory for opening out the
files of sLpports to attain to greater safety is
fullacious, becomes evident to us by the con
sideration that in infantry fighting supports
arenotaimed at. By rain of lire passingover
the skirmishersa company of 100 men in sup
port would suffer equally, whether it wero
on a front of 40 paces or of 80, or of 120;
each file will still be in the rain.

There is no doubt that the term * skir-
mishing swarms,” not swarms of skirmish
crs gives a true picture of what the Germans
saw when they looked at their first line in
close battle. They saw that their firstline, with
its reinforcements nll in, had lost its organ-
ization of companies ; and they saw that the
raen did not try to dress in ronks, but work-
ed their way bere and there in groups. This
cisorder was properly named the * skirmis-
her-swarm.,, We do not deny the power of
the skirmisher-swarm ; but we believe that
swarms of skirmishers, sent oat at firs,
would be wasted by fire until they were
powerless. Wo allow that no regular for
mation can be maintained in the frout line
of battle ; but we deny the neccessity and
the advisableness of adoptuing a loose array
{or our supporls.

The frue principlo of modern Infantry
tactics is to expose few men to_the fire of
the cnemy, until, tho enemy bejng close to
ys, or we lLeing close to the enemy,

oup glrongy i3 wanted, The abjeot ia tQ

bring our strength closo to the enemy. The
issuo must bo decided, now ns heretofore,
by the threatening ndvance of auperior num*
bers ready with the bayonet,

11. Necessary Change in our Tuctics.

The new conditions of musketry fire ne-
cessitaties ono chief change in our infantry
tactics. Weo must censo to closeskirmishers
on their supports, and to assemble skirmish*
ers on their reserve.

Our feld exercise aims at securing to us
the effective delivery of our musketry fire;
little or no care has been taken to provide
against unnccessary loss in our ranks from
the fire of the enemy. The regulations give
us skitmishers in front of our line; but the
skirmishers aro to run away to the rear,
when the enemy comes close to them, or
when they come close to the enemy. At
what distance from the enemy are our skir-
mishers to run away and leave our line
bare? The flight of skirmushers, nenr the
enemy, would ruin the steadiness of our
line,if it did Dot immediately cause disaster.
1f our skirmishers were to come back to us
at any sifo distance from the enemy, our
line would be exposed to the fire of skir-
mishers, and we would suffer more loss
than we should inflict. In either case, we
could deliver no fire during the flight of our
skirmishers, whilst tho firc of the enemy
would not cease. We must never withdraw
our skirmishers,  Uur skirmishers must be
the first to meet the enemy. To make our
skirmishers strong enough to meet the ene-
my, we must reinforce them. The skir
mishers, reinforced by all that may be left
of the battalion, must fight in a skirmisher
swarm, that 18 to say, in Iine witbout regard
to organization of Companies and without
regard to dressing.We must not be disturbed
by the sight of our skirmishers running away
round our flinks to the rear: our minds
should be filled with the 1dea of advancing,

ItI. Order of Butlle of a Brigade.

A brigado should consist of three or of six
battalions,because the normal orderof battle
of a brigade is three lines of equal strength.
We will suppose = b-igade consists of threa
battalions. A battalion should consist of
eight companies ; & lompany should consisy
of sixty files.

The normal order of battls of a brigade is
is three lines of on s battalion each. In the
open there should be a distance of 300 yards
betwoen the first and second and between
the second and third lires. In the open,
and under fire, our first battalion would be
cxposed to unt.ecessary loss if the whole of
1t were placed in front from the commenco*
ment.; wo should therefore divide our first
battation on three lines. In the open then,
and under fire, our brigade would stand on
fve line: In front would he the two flank
companies of the first battalion, at 150 yards
in their rear would be Nos. 2and 7 com-
penies of the same battalion as supports,
and at 150 yards in rear of the supports the
remaining companies of the battalion
in reserve. At 300 yards in rear
of tne reserve of the first line would
be the second battalion 1 second
lino. A 300 yards in rear of the
second lino would be the third battalion in
third line. ‘I'hie two flank compauies of the
firat battalion should be extended on aline
of 400 paces, the proper front of abattahon
and of u brigade; the companies in support
should remain, each company, in closed line
tho companiesin reserve should be in line.
‘The second and third battalions should be in
lines, The hrigade would thus standon s
frOgt of 400 paces jandin tho opon, and

8. N - . AR} .1

under fire, but distant from the enemy, the
brigade woulid have a aepth of 900 yards.

In this order of battle thereis nothing
new to our field exercise. Waoare accustom*
ed to seo a brigado formed with its threo
battalions on one line, or at most, on two
linos ; but these shallow formations are due
to our practice of holding too greata front,
and of disponsing, partly or wholly, with
second or third lines,  Shallow formations
would avail us,and would perhaps be neces.
sary, agninst a numerous cnemny. inlerior
1n morale and in arms ; but only the deeper
formation of battalion in rear of Lnttnlion
could give us the chance of showing tho
value of our soldiers in a fair field ngainst an
enemy worthy of our best endenvours .

1V. Defence.

In tho open, n bngade would stand in its
detence in fivo lines ordercd as above stated
The flank companies of the first battalion
would stand on the line intended to be de-
fended. All the formations would be in
line, except the two companies in front.
which would be extended on aline of 400
paces. In this order the brigade would
remain under the cannon firo preceding the
attack of the enemy.  This first caunon fire
would be aimed mostly at our guns, which
would bo 1w line with and on the flanks of
our two companies in front.  OQur infantry
would suffer very little from this first fiva ;
swhilst they would ail be near enough tocome
up in time to meet the enemy on the lin»
selected for defence.

Our infantry should still be withheld ns
long as possible from tho cinnon fire, which
the cnemy would bring to bear upon u:
from his second artillery positions taken up
nearer to our front, Only upon the appesr
ance of the infantry of the enemy within 700
yards of our front, should two companies
commence to fire and our nearest formations
commence to close up. Although they would
still for some time be exposed to the cannon
fire which the enemy would direct upon ut
across tho front of his attaclk, our second
and third lines must commence their ad
vance as soon as our two companies have
opened fire.

Upon the nearer approach of the enemy
1t would be necessary to reinforce our tiw
companies with the supports ; to move uj
the supporis nearer to the skirmishers, ant
the reserve nearer to the supports ; te rein
forco the skirmishers with two moro com
panies, and then to throw the two remamn
ing companies into the skirmisher swarm
These remnforcements should not bs made
too soon. Meanwhile, the second and thirc
lines should have continued their advance,
and in doing so the third line have mucl
lessened its ditance from the second line
Tho third line, on approaching the fron
should form double company columns. Upor
the arrival of the second line nt n distance ol
fifty yards from the front, and tie arrival of
the third line at fifty yards from th
second line, both lines should advance The
first ine, in skirnush-swarm, would then
get up and lead the churge.

As woare here considering the fighting af
of o brigade only with reference to a cortain
order of battle, we do not propose to tres
of attacks on a flink of tho enomy strivit;
to break in upon our front.  We shall cor
tent ourselves with saying that some nctiod
against a flank of the nttack of the encmy is
almost necessary to the safety of the de-
fence.

V. Atlack,
In the opop, & brigade should advanes
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