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"IIE COMMERCE OF THE CANAILS.
DIVERSION OoF THE WESTERN GRAIN TRATFIO,

The annual statement of the commorco of
Buffulo, furnished by tho Courier of that
city for 1809, presents somo intoresting
though not very agroeablo facts and figures
as to trafficupon tho Erie Canal. Tho im
rorts of grain and flour (reduced to bushels)
by lake, ave 45,007,163 ; against 49,949,858
last year, o decrersa of nearly five million
bushels. Tho total of exports by canal
ghows only 28,612,347 bushels choosing that
channel to the soaboard ; against 36,763,663
Lbushals last year. The aggregato of all
articles shipped by canal 1s 1,281,706 tons;
against 1,476,208 tons last year: and the
total of tolls receival is $1,644,542, against
$2,040,015 receivad last yoar, a loss to the
canal revenuo of nearly $400,000 for the
year.

The lumber trado stands about as last
year, tho raceipts, 224,935,748 feat, being an
increase of nearly soventeen million feet
over last year; while the exports by canal
aro 165,197,178, or over a million of feet less
than last year. A falling off of nearly one-
half is noticeable in the trade in staves.

A comparative statement of the receipts
at the five principal lako poris, shows that
the grain trade of the west continues to ex-
pand in its proportions, although the share
of Buffalo in it is annually shrinking. The

Toledo, Detroit and Cleveland) for the pre-
sent yeur amount to 117,317,064 bushols of
grain and flour, an incroase over last year
of nearly nine millions of bushels. It thus
appears that of tho enormous totality of
wesiern grain Yeceipts, of which formerly
the great bulk reached Buffalo, there aro
now scarcely threc-eightlis shipped to that
port, whila less than one fourth of the same
seeks its way 1o tho seaboard by tho Erie
canal.

New York Stato has thoerefore to make
note of two great phases of diversion of
trade which are now in operation to her de-
triment: the first being the tendency of grain
10 avoid the canals, the second its tendency
to ignore tho state altogether. The Courier
says inits resumé ;— ** As the differance be-
tween lake imports and canal exports of
grain amounts, according to our iables, to
16,394,816 bushels, it is not difficult to be-
Jieve whatis indicated in a recent report of
the Erie Railway, that noarly ten millions of
bushels have heen transported toNew York
by thet route alone, during tho year now
closing. But, aamitting that each of the
tsro graat lines of railroad from the west has
carried to New York ten millions of bushoels
of grain dunng the present year, thera are
still nearly sixty-nino milltons of bushels of
tho aggrogato raceived at lake ports which
have fuiled, to roach the commercial metro-
A large amount of this of course, is

larger remainder, it is clear to seo, has ob-
tained ogress to the seaboard at other points
than New York. In confirmation of this
fact, we note that the rocsipts of the preseut

f yoar at Montreal, of flour and wheat alone,

amount to 12,174,563 bushels, an incroaseof
5,800,661 over last year. The tigures of tho
grsain trado st Balfimore, Philadelphis, and
other points will doubtless tell a simllur

B story, if wohad them at hand. Tosum up,

we have 117,000,000 of bushels of tho coreaolz_
tins aggregate 45,009,163 bushels reach this
city by lake; 28,612,357 are shipped by ca-
nal to tida-water, and perhaps :20,000.000

MR arcotherwiso conveyed Lo New York. Thus
ik tho grain trade, the natural highway of

which is the Etio canal, is being diverted
{rom that noglected channel, and from this
State. ‘These figures aro interesting to Buf-
fulo, but they are still moro important to

forcible teaching is, that, if there Lo any
such thing as a policy adequate to the re
trieving of what is lost, and tho retention
for New York of her comwmercial supremacy,
it had better Lo tried at once.”

Thero is certainly much food for reflection,
a8 tho Courier suggests, in this cxhibit of
Buffilo commaerce relating to the canals ; for
the canal commerco of Buflulo, standing at
the head of canal navigation, is the com-
merco of tho whole lino of the great Erie
channel. Thero izno doubt that if New
Yorlkis to retain her position with her public
works as tho main channel of the grain and
other bLulky products of tho iwest, bound
cast, she must lose no timen making an
effirt toward tha'end in view. How much of
the grain trade diverted from the Erie canal
may be chargeable to the rapucity of the Buf-
falo dock men in levying rates of elovation,
&c., is n question which among the others
connected with this subject willl boar inves-
tigation.

One thing is certain, and’ that 1s that the
Carrying Trade must bo made tho objective
pomnt. All tax of entry at tho pomnt ot tran.
shipment, and all tolls of transportion, must
bo reduced and varied as circumstances may
roguire in subserviency to that—mainten

raceipts at thase ports (Chicago, Milwaukee, | ance of the canals in propor repair, with a

free channel and suflicient depth of water,
going, of course, before all. Theso are the
desideraia of the canal situation. ‘The men
at the head gates of Buflalo, the State, and
all other {)m-tics in interast, save the pro-
ductive classes of navigators, whoso com-
pensation is regulated in & great measure by
the law of supply and demand, must yield
of the incoms they are deriving from the
canals, and allow more to go to the account
of construction and repairs and remunera-
tion of the forwarders and boatmen, or very
soon the bulk of the traffic will have flown
in other directions, and there will be little
profit for division in any quarter.—Rockester
Union. .
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WONDERFUL EXPEDITION.

The expedition now being made by Sir
Samuel Bakerinto Africa, is one of the most
wonderful on record, and may ultimately
produco important results to the commeorce

of the world. The expedition is under the
patronage of the Viceroy of Egypt. who has
conferred absolute power on the great Afri-
can explorer, and given him carle Ulanche
for all tho oxpenses! Tho wnole force is
not less than 2,000 men, consisting of an
Egyptian 2nd a Soudan Infantry regiment
and a small forca of Cavalry and Artillory.
Tn August last there was sent up the Nile a

which has since been largely suplemented.
—Arab ship builders were taken along to
build wooden vessols on the Albert Nyanza,
and other wland waters.  Thero aro only
15 Europeans in all,_including Sir Samuel
and his wife and six Euglish engineers. The
objects of this expedition arve noble and
worthy, although many of tho native priuces
will probably not regard themn in tho same
light. Tho objects appear to be Ist, to put
down the slave trade; to astablish & power
ful government so as to put a stop to the
never ceasing wars botween the tribos; 3rd,
to annex the Equatorial Nile Basin to Egypt;
414, to introduce the cullivation of cotton

on an oxtensivo scale; 5th, open a chain of
trading stations, from north to south, some.

New York city and thoe state at Yarge. Their|

what after the system of the Iludson Bay
Company on this continont. These aro cer-
tainly great and important objects, and if
the expadition turas out to bie successful, it
must usher in 2 brighter and happior day
for that part of Afviea. TTp to October last
the outlay i Eogland had been so carofully
managed that including unmonse supplies of
beades, merchandise, together with the
steam flatilia of tho Samuda, withstoam saw-
mulls, Iathes, tools, goar. &ec., only £26,000
had boen expended.  When firmly estab-
lished, Sir Samuel Baker intends to inforco
peace, to hold ocach chief responsiblo for
tho acts of his tribe, to exact tribute in tha
way of opemng up roads on the sama princi-
pleas the road tax of Ceylon, and to compol
every tribo to cultivate an amount of corn
proportionate to its population.  All this it
must be admitted, sounds a littlo acbitrary
to peoplo used to tho widest civil freedom ;
but when the present condition of tho Afri-
cans is considered, these can be no doubt
the changes propnsed to be made by tius
expodition will speedily raise the state of
civilization, and consequently the happiness
of those semi civilized tribes who never seem
satisficd unless they are killing or selling
cach ather, The expedition is also impor-
tant to the civilized world, ‘The Viceroy of
Egypt scoms to be not quite disinterested,
although it 1s gratifying tothink that, whilst
adding to the importance of Egypt he may
beable tocanfer incalculablo blessings on the
African tribe. Great Britain is largly in-
terested in cotton rising, and it is not un-
lilely that, before many years, Manchester
may racowve large supplies of cotlon from
Africa, and sead valuable cargoes of goods
in return.—¥aking this expedition all in al),
it is certainly onoe of tho mozt wonderful of
modern times, and promises {o usher in a
now era in copunerce and civilization in
that at prosent benighted quarter of our

-globe. .

401 BaTraniox Baxp.—Cur townspeople
will bo gratified to learn that AMr. H.F.
Chalaupka, M. B., formerly so popular and
successful as a musician, has again become

a resident of Cobourg, and has beon en-
gaged by the Ofiicars of the 46th Battalion
as Instructor for the Band. Under his man-
agement e l{opc Cobourg will again havo
the best Band in tho Province, outside of
the regular service.— Cobuirg Star,

REMITTANCES

Received onsubscription to the VOLUNTEER
Review up to Saturday the 22nd inst.:—

St. Jous, N.B.—(PerR.Hunter. Esq., Agent)
—Lt. Col. Otty, §2; 2 Col J. V. Thurgar, $2;
Lt Col. 8. K, Foster, §2; Lt. Col, C, R. Ray,
$2; Major Jago, A.A.G., §2; Major J. Eyans,
£2; Capt. J. W. Parks, §2; Capt. J. D. Under-
hill, §2; Surgeon 8. Z. Earle, $2; Maj. Richard
Farmer, §2; Capt. W. H. Scovil, Jr., §2; Capt
John Kerr, §2; Capt. Wm. Cunard, (Indian.
town) $2; Kenndy F. Burns, Esq., (Bathurst)
$£2; Lieut. John A. Xane, (Portland) $2;
Ensign Geo. Kerr Boston, $2; Licut. A. W.
Lovett, §2; Capt. Thos. Sullivan, §2; Hon.
Col. Botsford, (Sackville) §2; S J. Shanklin,
(st. Marting) §2; Licut. D. M. Vince. (Hart
land) §1; Lt. Col. Maunsell, D.A.G., (Fred-
aricton) §2; Capt. Calvin Poirers, §2.

Iavray, N.S.—(Por R Hunter,Esq., Agent
—Major W. II. McAlister, $2; J. H, Ritchie,
Esq., $2; Doctor Chas. J. Gossip, §2.



