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feceling of' disappointînient over it. A son of Dr. Rafiles is bisbigah,
and this niny partially account for the defects iii the picture whichi sîrile our
oye. In thc anxicty lest filial affection should over-celour the subjeut, there
bas, iii our view, bcen lînrdly justice doue it. If' wc arc xîot mnistalzen in our
estiimate of him,> Dr taffles %vas a better, grcater, and mure useful mnan thani
bis son's inîcnoir paints 1dmii. 'You sec hlmiiii a large numuber of' publie
exlhibitions-you gel a distant view of' im as yuu do of royalty on suite
occasions-but Uic mnuer lICe, the religions experienice, the mlotives, the
actu.al history and work of the man are kept too inîuch out of siglit. ' are
inelincd to think that there, are surviving fellow labourers of Dr. Raffles, \Nho
could have donc mnore justice to his inemlory, and witlî whoîn it '«ulild have
been a labour of love to have '«ritten of i,iii i itingP ternis.

Adiseriiniating and appreciative notice of this g"-eat and God itan
appearcd in the Brilis/t Qutarter/y Reviriw, for January last. ihere '«as also
an excellent tliough brief aceounit of Iiimi iii the February numuiber of the
Clirisçiau?'.s l1éuei J1; 3 aýqf2z:ne. Nor should mention bc omiittcd of' a '«cil
«r itten condensation of the lea4ing particulars of' his history and li2c-woUrk
in tic Britishî Cong-regational Year B3ook for 1861. The '«niter has read ai1l
these narratives, and %vith theni at lus elbow, proposes to '«cave another
wvrcath of bonour for onie of tîme naines that Ilshahl bc iii cvcrlastiing remcmei-
brî lice."

ihoinas Raffles w«as born in London on the l7th of May, 1788. Ile
received a hiberal education, and carly in lice becaine a subjeet of the saving
g-race of God. Ile '«as led to unite witiî the Congregatioual denomîination,
aîîd soon feit himself called to devote bis life to thc workz of' thc Chîristian
ininistry. Hec entercd Iloinerton College, then under the presidency of' the
iRev. Dr. Pye Smnith, at the early tige of' seventeen. Ahmnost froni the begin-
ning of bis career as a student, his preaching attraeted mnucli attention, and
hie '«as hence drawn, into a large nuiiiber of publie engagemcyiients, neither lic
nor his tutors beincg able to resist the imiportunities with '«hiei bis labours
'«cre souglit. Ile tlîoughlt in aftcr life, thiat hie preachied too carly and too
muchl for his o'«n benefit, but perhaps ho, judged incorrectly. To acquire
facility and eminence iii any pursuit, there is notluing like; beginningr in nyouth.
The sacred eMhling is no exception te that ruie whîehi applies to e'very other
ealhing. WC fear there is nowv a tendeney in the Opposite direction, an Our
theological students instead of being allowed to indulge their flrst ardour of
zeal to preach Christ, are conupelled to suppress every eniotion that constrains
themn in that direction, until their hearts grow bard as the college '«alls. No
kind or dcgree of scluolarslîip can itiake up for the '«ant of that earne.,tiiess
ivhich grows by exercise, and for tlie absence of those, feelings whiclu arc kcpt
alive by their constant out-flow. Preacbiing is the grand work of the ministry,
aud let it not bc forgrotten that somec of tîme miost regal spirits that ever fillcd
the pulpit, began their cancer as "boy-preachiers." It '«as thus '«itu Williami
Jay, '«iîh Johin Angeil James, and with many more beide the subjeet of thi,ý
imperfeet sketch. The fire of youtlî is a power for good as '«cIl as the wisdo 8î
of tige.

After passing honourably through bis period of' training at Old ilomerton,
Raffles acceptcd an invitation to the pastorate of tlue Congregational Clîunch
ut I-amnuersuiith, and '«as ordained June 22, 1809. Ilene lic provcd himself
an able evangelical preachber, and a diligent pastor. On the untinxcly death
of thc giftcd Young Spencer ot Liverpool, tue ininds and hearts of the bereaved
cluurcb ini that towu wcre drawn towards Raffles, as a suitable successor to


