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THE DOMINION PARLIAMENT.

The Dominion Parliament was opened in due form this
week, and a dispozition seons to prevail on both sides of the
House of Commons to expedite such businessas may come be-
fore it. Never since Confederation was so little time given
between the issuing of the proclammation calling both houses
of the Dominion Legislature and the opening. The usual
custon was to give about thirty days’ time for the members
Lo got ready to come to Ottawa to attend to their legislative
duties. Not much more than half this time was given this
year. The reason for this was that Parliament hed to be
called av this time or not until April Gth, ns the Easter holi-
days came between the 23rd and the Gth, and it is customary
to adjourn over Good Friday.

The Government programme for the session is not likely to
be a very long one, although there will be 2 number of impor-
tant measuree introduced. An effort will once more be made
to put through an insolvency bill. This will occupy consider-
able time in both houses.

It is also probable that a copyright bill will be introduced
into this question. Canada is still working under its 1875
act, as the Inperial Government refused to sanction legis-
lation of a few years ago in respect to this intricate question.

The applications for public and private bills are greater
this session than has been the case for several years past.
Altogether there arve ninety-three applicentions. Of these,
thirty-eight are for the incorporation of c¢.mpanies, forty-six
are for amendments and acts already passed, six are for bills
of divorce one is a winding-up act ard two are for the ex-
tension of letters patent. There are ‘we' e applications for
railway charters and the incorvon conipanices in con-
nection with the Yukon,

The Uovernment will meet Parlinmenv with its voting
strongth increased.  During tho recess the Liberals eaptured
Bagot, & strong Consorvative constituensy in the Provinco of
Quebee,  For the first time #inco Coufederation, Bagot will
be represented this session by a Conservative.  Sinco tho last
general election there have been thirty-five bye.olections.  Of
these the Government carried thirty-three and the Qpposition
two. Two constituencies will be vacant when the IHousy
meots, Both were represonted by Government candidates
lnst session.  Winnipeg, which beconmes vacant by tho death
of R. W. Jamceson, and Leviy, by the death of Dr. Guay,
cunnot bo represented av the opening, as the time is tee short
w hold elections there before that date.  The writs, however,
will bo issued at once, aud before the Eastor holidays are over
both ridings will be represented in Parlinment.

No doubt Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the other Commissioners
to tho International Convention are very much disnppointed
that o treaty was nob negiotited, the general eninion is thag
they have done the right thing, but they have not yet lost
hope of an agreemunt, and it iz ovident that the American
comnmissioners share this view or they would not have cun-
sonted to an adjournment to meet in Quebec on August 2nd
next. As mattors now stand it will be impossible to discuss
the questien in Patliamont with any degree of satisfuction
because no report can be given by the Government, but it will
bo impossible to prevent members reforring to the negotintions
in debating the address in reply to the speech from the throne,
as reference will no doubt be made in the speech to the com-
mission,

The Governmenthave had an exceilent opportunity to learn
the temper of the country regarding reciprocity, and it is to
be hoped that that question will be laid away, not to be again
resurrected for many long years,

PROTECTION WOULD BRING THE INDUSTRIES.

Our esteemed contemporary, The Mail and Empire, prints
an editorial as follows :—

. A Scottish firm, one of the Jargest textile manufacturing
concerns in the world, is about to build on the American side
of the Niagara a branch factory to be run with electric power
supplied from the Falls.

If the power on our side of the river had not been tied up
by the unwise and unpatriotic deal of the Ontario Govern-
ment, we should doubtless now have been in » position to
competo for these great works, and would likely have got the
preference,

Some time ago wo had to forego the chance of getting a big
establishment for manufacturing seamless tubes, because we
were unable to furnish power on our bank.

Tho only obstruction to the development of the Canadian
side of “.ie Falls into a great industrial centre is the Ontario
Government.

From which it is to be inferred thav if the power of Niagara
Falls had been developed on the Canadian side the two
industrial concerns alluded to would have located in Canada,
But ‘The Mail and Empire should know that the Scottish
textile manufacturing concern did not cross the ocean to make
goods for consumption in Canada, but in the United States,and
that it could not manufacture goods toany better advantage in
Canada than in Scotland for consumption in the VUnited
States. Being desirous of manufacturing for the American
market, and to avoid the payment of high duties, the com-
pany very logically concluded to build a factory in the



