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Tho following report of Mr. Blake's
speccl. at tho banquet given in his
honor 18 taken from the [reemans
Journai:

Mr. Blake, M.P., on rising to ro-
gpond to tho tonst of hia health was
recoived with loud cheers, o sud—
Mr. Chairman and dear friends, tho
difiiculty under which 1 folt I would
lcbour in porforming the duty which
now dovolves upon me has, 1 conless,
been intonsified by the extraord.nary

kindness and wacinth of langusge
which you, sir, have used, and tho
affectionate responso which has beep
mado to tho toast wluch you tondered
to tho assombly, It is true I came
amongst you not n long tune ago, as
you, sir, have observed, as n strange: ;
ut it is cqually true tint it was not
many days after 1 met thoso withs
whom I am now gathered togother
beforo I hnd ceased to be n stranger

}chcors). I felt that 1 was amongss
riends and comrades and brothers
(cheers)  To overy one of those who

are absont, as well ns thoso whu are
present, L owe the hearticst and most
unfailing thanks for their courtesy,
kindness, and consideration {cheers) ;
and it was_not only that you were
kind to me, but you extended to me in
a marked, and to mu most unexpected
manner. & degreo of confidence to
which I certainly had no claim when at
s very early day you did me the honor
of choosing mo as a member of your
committeo (hear, hear). I fecl that
that was a very ligh honour, and that
tho position which you imposed upon
me was one of very specinl responsi-
bility so faur as | was concerned,
because I was under the disqualifica-
tion of not having that loeal know-
ledge and that intiroate acquaintance
from personal observation and resi-
dence with the details of inforrnation
as to the country which are, I may
say, almost cssential tn the proper
conduct of n large part of the husincss.
But as to the general features of Irish
history, as to the character of her
Majesty’s Government, as to the
principles upon which it was based, as
to the grounds for which we should
contend, as to the degree to which we
might yield without difticulty, as to
the point at which we must resist, it
gecas L0 me, after full discussion with
wy confidential colleagues, that there
was between us
HARDLY A SHADOW OF DIFFERENCE,

(Hear, hear.) It bas been a great
gatistaction to know that during the
long and anxious period of private
deliberations and negotiations and
public discussions, we hiave been able,
upon the whole, to meintain a wonder-
ful unanmity of view as to what the
merits of the Homeo Rule measure
were, and what was the course that
ghould bo pursued with regard to it.
Nothing has attracted my attention
with greater admiration than the
degreo of, I might almost say, political
instinct, which, according to my judg-
ment, has been shown noi only by
those in commaund, but also by those
who placed them in command of the
situation. We have bad occasion to
tako decisions at a moment's notice,
and under difficult circumstances, and
I think upon a calm review of the
whole situation we may congratulate
oursclves upon the general result
cheers). As you have said, Mr.
hairman, we are in ao historic period.
For long years to come, for genera-
tions to come, I fancy the events
which in one sense are to terminate,
which are at any rate to reach a
msrked and importan! stage on Friday
night, .}l be leoked Lach apon, and I
believe that the verdict cf those who
shall guceced ne in the political arena,
and who shal' Lve under that Consti
tution which we Lupe oursclies to live
to sce esiablished at no distant dato
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and statesmanship woro with thoso
who ndopled the polioy of hope aund
union tather than with thoso who
adopted the policy of distrust and
despair (loud cheers).  Bir, i most
human trausnctions, M Mmost great
politienl transactions, thank God, it 1
tho spirit in which thoy nro conducted
and the fechngs that ammate the
hearts as well as the heade of tho mon
who aro concerned in thom that are
the important matters, and who could
have scen the apirit which animates
tho leading men of those who are
beinging forward this measure. who
could hcnr the words which wero
uttored oven to-day 3!0\1(! cheers), who
could have witnessed that wiish somo
people call humitiating, but which
call the highest degree of oxaltation,
the Prime Ministor of a great and
proud country like this declaring in
tho face of the assembled ropresenta.
tives of that country that tho country
for which we speak, and in whoso
intorest wo are contending, had suffor-
ed great and grievons wrongs which
had inflicted a decp and not yot washed
out atam on the career of lus country,
without feeling that ho who is occupy-
iy the closing months of his hifo in
WIPING QU™ THAT STAIN

and is restoring to us tho blessing of
Counstitutional rights was animated by
a spirit which should mako almost
any gift from hus hands precious, and
which would lead us to sustain and
gupport him n the difficult task wiich
hu 15 undertalung to tho utmost of
our strongth ? (Cheers.) The cir-
cumstances which have occurred since
that speech have induced me to depart
somewhat from the line I hind intonded
to take, and to say to you a few plain
words with regard to the bill. T think
the occasion demands that there should
be upon our part no unhesitating
declaration of wbat our sentiments are
at any rate (hear, bear). I divide it
into two great divisions, both of which
are important but of which one 1s far
more important than the other. 1
take it firet of all as a great political
charter of freedom (hear, hear), and as
o great political chinrter of frectlom I
say that in all its main essential
detans—secarred it may be and blem-
ished by sume minor dofects—but in
all its main essential details it is such
a8 we can accopt for ourselves and
recommend to our constituents as
giving to the Irish people in their
local affaira a large, wide and generous
measure of sclf-government (clieers).
Its fundamental principle is, and we
are asked to accept that principlo—
and as bonest men wo are bound to
say whether we accept it or not—
ITS FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE

18 to consccrate between the Llwo
islands a umon for purgoses really
cocmmon and coincidental with that
consecration for a common and rational
purpose, to crect in Ireland snself an
efficient instrument for self-govern-
ment by the Irish people in respect to
their own affairs. Now, I say 1t
achieves both those objects. It is
not, indeed, irrevocable in form, for
our Constitution does not admit of a
charter irrevocable n form. None of
the great Constitutions of the colonies
ig in form wrevacable; but it is icre.
vocable in spirit so long as its obliga-
tione and agreements are in good faith
observed. It has i1ts limitations and
it bas resolutions. These limitations
are not as was proposed in 18%6, in

_which common and Imperial matters

in respect to which the lrish people
were concerncd were reserved by the
bill to a large ¢xtent to the Parliament
in which the Irish people were not to
be ropresented. These limitations of
common matters, subject to a ratisnal
union, 1n respect to which Ireland 18
to bave her just part and share, are
objected to very strongly. 1 do not
object to tbe great bulk of these re-
strictions, and never have. Why ?
Benause, when you are wuting out o
constitution, I maintain 1t 18 no harm

st ell, but rather a good to declare
what are fundnmental prineiples of

OIVIL AND RRLIGIOUS LBERTY

as understood at this day (hear, hoar;.
It has been gaid that theso restriotions
will somo doy bho swept away, becouse
it will come to be understood that
thoy are not required in that sonso. I
Leliovo thoy nover have been required
(hear, hear), Thoy would bo perhinps
A very inndc«sunlo security 1if tloy
wore essontially required, but it dors
not matter to us whether they exist
or do not oxist so long as thoy uro
recognized by us as fandamontally
juat (hear, Lear), and, tlheroforo, gince
they concern only the liverty of con.
science, tho libscly of education,
geourity for the just rights of property,
I do not sco how our self-respect is in
tho slightest degreo impaired by ngreo.
ing that they shall bo inscribed on our
Constitution. \When thoy were in-
seribed on constitutions of great and
important countrica, when thoy came
to frame writlen constitutions the
tomporary provisions are also objeoted
to. Well, if they wero infinitoly morr
objectionable than they are, I say no
reasonable politician who looked at
the history of the Irish strugglo for
golf.government could for & mwomont
hesitate to accopt anything of a really
temporary charactor, provided that
the fundamental condition of a eatis-
factory eottlomont were contained in
tho samo charter (hear, hear). To
suppose that wo should strenously
objeot. or even churlishly aceept this
bitl, because for thres years in ono
matter and six years in anothoer thero
is only a partial devolution of the
rights which wo are then absolutely to
acquire, would be to ignore the
plamest

DOCTRINES CF COMMON SENSE

and zeason, 1 go further, forit is well
to be frank, and 1 say these restric.
tions, many and most of them in tho
conditions of Ireland, in tho circum.
stances of Ireland, in tho difficulties
which attend the government of that
country in view of the unhappy div-
gion between the majority and the
minority which has been created und
accentuated of lato days, have elemonts
of compensation. And I am no! at
all certain that they may not conduce
very greatly to the advantage and the
smooth working of the government of
that country during the intervening
poriod (hear, hear). Theother element
of the great contract is the element of
finonce, a most importunt clement.
All of us who huve looked into the
subject, and who have heard the
clogquent and masterly exposition of it
by Mr. Sexton icheers), must bave
felt and must ontertain opinions which
differ very much from the opinions,
honestly 1 bave no doubt, entertained
by those who propose that schomo.
But Mr. Sexton’s most valuable sug-
gestion, that in consequence of ther
differences of opinion, in consequence
of the mass of subjects requiring in-
veatigation, in order to arnve at the
just conclusion, the first adjustment
should be a short one. and bo for a
short period, during which inquiries
should be made which should give the
ground and foundation for

A PERMANENT SETTLEMENT

on 8 just basis. That has been
adopted (bear, hear,. Ido not think
myself that the present arrangements
ments for the intervening period are
really such as we might have expected.
I think thers are particulars in which
we are treated, not certainly gener-
ously, not certainly even justly (hear,
hear). But, once again, 1 don't regret
that even if Ireland was to bo scalped
for these years, even if ber purae was
to be poor for these years, if we aro to
outain a great political charter »f freo-
dom, and if we aro to have tio nght
to o full oxamination of the fnancial
relations end taxable capacity of the
two countries, and have a right to a
permaucnt adjustment at tho ond of
the six years, based upon justice,

which 13 all Ireland asks or wants—I
say that, upon Snancinl grounds, wo
ought not cortainly to rojoot, nor oven
to grudgingly accept tho provisions
(honr, henar). Now, thoro are two
sonses in whieh people tatk of finality.
Thero 18 one fenso m wineh 1t s

ADSUNRD TO TALK OF FINALITY,

and it is atill more abaurd to talk of
it in political affairs.  There is anothor
sonse in which you mnf' fairly talk of
finalty. As far ag thia bill is concorned,
1 don't bolieve that it is a perfeet bill
any moro than any other hwnan work.
Possibly thero are points in which,
working it as it ought to be worked,
with an carnest desiro on the part of
both the great contracting partics to
mnko the best of 1t, it will bo found,
after tho intorval, that some changes
in detnil may be required, bocause
working it in that songe, and making
the best of it, if wo find that thero aro
details in which it requires amend.
ment, consistently with theso funda.
mental prineiples which are sottled by
it, tho common consgent of both par.
ties, afler practical experience, will bo
had without any party conflict, with-
out any ncorbity, difticulty, or ropeti-
tion, oven on a small scale, of tho
debates wo havo been enjoying up to a
recont period. In that sepse the bill
is not final. In the large sense as the
end of tho ol quarrel between Iroland
and Britan, as the recugnition of the
fundamental principles upon whch
the line of union can bo accomplished
by tho free consent of the people of
both theso islands, as tho recognition
of the principle upon which Ireland is
to govern heraelf in local affairs, I say,
in these respects, humanly speaking,
we may and wc cught to regard this
ag possessing the elements of

NUBSTANTIAL FINALITY
(cheers). The main lines and the
basis of the whole adjustment are
here. They aro writf2n, and thoy are
written irrevocably, so soon as the
people have pronounced finally upon
them ; and their comparative small
dotails, although some of them may
bo important, sink into insignificance
behind that principle, the successful
assertion of which we can only accept.
Tue peopie of Great Britain agree to
it. I think oviryone kere does sce
that we can only expect them to ngree
to it if they see we agree to it, and
agree that there is a settlement of the
old dispute (cheers). Now, I have
been always strongly in favour of the
representavion of Ireland in the Im-
perial Parliament for lmperial pur-
poses. I do not think there can be
any final settloment without it, but as
to the right uof Ireland to have mem-
bers in that Parliament for the pur-
poses of purely British legislation, I
do not believo we have that right and
wo have not claimed it (hear, hear).
Weo did make a claim, for which I
think there was great justice, namely,
that until the period of the consum-
mation of the settlement, during the
intervening pericd, there ought to bo
no reduction of the representation
(hear, hear). Bat t'at is, in my con-
coption, 8 minor point, because I am
a believer in this, that the spirit which
leads tho British people to consent to
this measure is a spirit which
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in all the dotails of the matter (choers).
Therefore 1 do not beliove that the
question of membors was so essential
a8 that wo should wreck the bill upon
it (bear, hiear). We have 1o sustain
the view which our friecnds in Britain
put forward as the best and simplest
for accomplisling tho reform. Wo
havo done 1t in that way, and wo did
not insist on your being at any fature
time rotained in Parlinment for purely
British questions, and jusi so soon as
the Bniush poople say, ** We don't
want you on tis question,” we shall
bo prepared to make our bow (cheors),
My own belief 1z that 1n this, a8 1n
other tlungs, the measuro1s but a step
m tho path of pro towards a
fundamental seitlement of tho relations



