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i WIBAT CORNER.

B Reeo: Moor

John Bardga, Iacal manager of the
: 1 I legraph Company
Doospohis, sat m lus
on whon there wag
brouskt t= him the eard of 4 lady
Most of Mr. Randys® wvisitors were
sline. and the ger. 8 griz
2led man of 59, arohed Ing brows in
purprise a8 be glanced at the card.

= A=k the young lady te come in.”
he sad briefly. He wiurled round
his awivel ohair and rose from :as a
sweot faced girl entered, dressed n
black. her whole attire having neat-
nees asitadistinguishing oh .
Pausing for a mowent at the dacr.
ghe came awiftly forward to him. ex-
tending her hand.

© [ dan’t suppose you will remem-
Lor me. 3z Sandse she becan.
gomewhat! breathlessly, *but 1
thoupght—perbaps—"

The mavager interrupted her.
speaking in kindly tones.

t¢ Indeed. Miss Efmor, I remember
you very weli, although yon were only
s hids girl when I last saw you.
You have been so long at sohool and
abroad that & man might well be
exoused 1t he failed to recogniza yon.
Many things bave happened since
Iast we met, you know.”

The manager was a laconic man,
and now spoke at greater longth than
was big oustom, for he saw that his
vigitor had ovidently keyed herself up
to this interview and was scarcely
able to conceal her agitation. A
glance at the dark costume she wore
reoalled to his mind. the recent death
of her father, and then he felt that his
last remark had been somewhat infel
citous, but being an unready man and
not knowing how to remedy it, he
made no attempt to do so, contenting
himself by pushing forward & chair
and asking the girl tosit down.

When Mies MoOlintoch had seated
hereell Sandys resuwmed hie position 1n
the ewivel ehair somewhat uneasily,
and for a few momenis there was
silence betwesn them. .

¢ Yes,” she said at last, not looking
at him, speaking in a low voice and
trying to keep comruiand over it,
“many things have happened since
then, 1 came boms to find my father
dying, and since his death we have
lesrned— doubtless everyone in the
oity knows it now--how disastrous
had been hig transs «ions on the Board
of Trade, I have no doubt the worry
onueed by his fear of leaving mother
and ms unprovided for did much to
hasten his death.”

Me. Sandys, not knowing what to
say, murmured that probably thia was
0.

«It is now three moutha since
fathec's death,” continued the girl,
 and immediately after mother and [
moved to a small cotiage on S xteenth
street, where we now hve, and to-day
1 resolved to come up here and havea
business talk with you, Mr. Sandya.

For the firat time smnce she sat
down tne girl looked up at him, and
he saw that her eyes were wet and
that she was trying to force a fant
smile to her tremulous lips.

I found I had to earn my own
living, and 80 two months ago I
bought a telegraph instrament and
learned telegraphing.”

“Bat.” smd Mr, Sandys, ' with
your accomplishments you do not
need to be a telegraphiat.”

My accomplishments, although
expenaive to buy, are not very saleable
on the market.”

My dear Miss Elinor,” said the
manager, * telegraphing is the very
Iast profession I would advige & young
Iady to take up. I warn everybody
ageinst telegraphing. I never open a
morning paper but I expeot to see an

P

i

araphing. that is oxpert telegraplung,
13 6 very difliouit urt. Mies Lunor.™

1 know you wil exsuge me for
eontradiotin “* exolaimed the girl,
with amma *and 1t isnt a biv
polite to da ga. Lut telographing 18 the |
eaguat theng inthe warld.  1f you had |
- i Ropart Sohumann ar Liage
you would know what

i; anil the marager, drylv,
=Y gre the fieat poraon I have
hiearl say that telegeaphing waq an
283y adeomplishment. However.
there 18 nath ng ke & practical test.
Dy gou think you kaow enough of
tolegraphing to  fill a situation as
operator if [ had one to off-x you 2™~

=1 think 56" answered the girl.
confidently.

- Woll. 'we slial! see.  Wonld you
mind situng over at this table 2*

The girl rase, peeling off her gloves
a8 shio approachied the table.  Tue
manager, placing Lis finger on the
keoy of a telegraph instrament, rattled
oif » 3ok, nervous oall, which was
answered.  Then he proceeded to
clistier forth a message to the opora
tor &% thy vtlier end.

*Uu, 10, o, 0o, nol” interrupted
the girl. = I w'e say that.”

 Don ¢ 8ay what 2~ asked the man
ager in astonishment, forgetting for
ihe moment that what wes mere in
sirumental ohavier to the iay mind
wasg inteltigible to bar.

= Don't teil ihe operator to begin
slowly, but ask Lim t3 send the mess
age ag fast as be can

The manager smiled.

*¢Oh, very well,” he said,

A moment later the sounder was
dinning away its short, brazen mono
tono, ng if it were a oclock-work me
ohanism that had gone wrong and was
rapidiy running down. The fine, fira,
preity hand of Miss MoCiinwch flew
over the paper, leaving in its train a
wail of writing, the letters heavily
made, but as plain ag print to read,
tho style of the writing being that
now taughs . girls in Europe, which
iz as d.fforent as possible from the
bairline, angular hand whioh ladies
wrote Lwenty yeara ago.

The manager stood by with falded
arms, watching sheet after sheot boing
rapidly thrown off. The silence of
tho room was unbroken, save by the
tintionabulation of the jabbering mach-
ine. At last he reaghed forward his
hand and interenpted the flow of dots
and dashes,

Misg MoOlintoch looked up at him
and said, with some traco of anxiety
in her voioce :

« Of course I could write fasteriffhad
a fountain pen, I alwaye use a stylo,
and the dippling into the inkstand
delays me, a8 I am not acoustomed
to it

The manager smiled, but said no
thing. Heexamined sheet after sheet
in silunce, then put them on the
table. Taking up »ne of the news-
papers that lay on his desk he folded
1t once or twice and, placiog his
hand on the key, he rapidly trans-
mitted an order to the unscen opera-
tor to write out what waa about to be
telegraphed to him and bring the
sheete to the manager's room. .

* Now, Mues Elinor,” he said,
“would you mind telegraphing part
of this column and do it as fast as
you oan 2"

The girl placed her right hand on
the sbony kuob of the brass lever,
holding the folded paper with her left
i such & msnner that she might
read clearly the small type on the
sheet before her.  Under her expert
manipulation the words flew over the
wire antil there came a break.

« Hold on,” jabbered back the man
at the other end of the wire. *Don't
be in such a deuce of & huery.”

 Oh, dear!” exclaimed the young
woman, with a shade of snnoyance in
her voioe, a8 if she feared the pausing
would be attributed to her lack of

'he said

aooouat of some new i tion that

but mdulged in a silent inward IaugI;.

will abolish tel hy altogether. Io
fact, when the telepimne was perfeoted
I rather expeoted it would render us
all superfiuous, and I am not sure but
that eventually will be the oase, for
the long-distance telephone is only in
its infanoy. What on earth caused
you to learn telegraphy ?*

“ T will confess the reason witha
frankness [ ought to be ashamed of,”
said the girl, with a real smtie this
time. « I learned it becage my fathor's
oldeat friend ismanager of the Western
Union Telegraph Company in this
otty.

% Oh, I see,” said the manager,with
a twivkle 1n his eye. * You thought
I would give you s situation ?*

« 1 knew you would, Mr Sandys,”
replied the ~girl, confidently. Her
ocertainty did not seem to be shared by
the manager, who knitted his brow
and drummed nervously on the desk
with s fingers.

“You said a moment since that
this was a business visit. Now, Mws
Etinor, do you want me to talk to you
as & business man would talk to an
applioant, or am | to treat you an the
dsughter of a valued and regretted
friend ?°

«Feom now on,” oried the girl,
eagerly, * thig is atraight business. I
only retied on your friendstnp for my
father to guin me admittance here,”

« Very well, then, £ will begin by
saying that the woods are full of tele-
graphers. Up to a cortain point, it
seoms to me that telegraphers am ag
common ag the sands on the seashore ;
boyond that point telegrapheranre fow.
It is like shorthand and, I presume,
like » great many other things, Tele-

a8 wag 8 habit with him, for, ruling
many, he had to keep & stern face to
the world and enjoy what mirth came
his way without outward semblance of
it, Aftor several bresks, the mana-
ger said :

« That is quite enough, thank you,”
and a fow minutes later a young man
entered the room with the sheets in
g hand, which he gave to the man-
ager, opeming his eyes somewhat when
be saw seated at tne table a shm young
girl bewilderingly pretty. Wuen the
young man had left them once more
alone in the room the manager said:

I must admit I am astonished at
your expertness. It may not be
aurictly busiaesstike to acknowledge so
much to one whom { am about to
make the hardest bargsin I can with,
but perhaps you will not take advan-
tage of the confeseion. You are a
very good telegraphist indeed, Mies
Elinor. I must express my admira-
tion of the way in which you have
faced the realities of life, We like to
think our girls so resourceful that
they can fill with oredit to themselves
any poaton which fate assigns to
them, whether it is in the office of &
morchant or the parlors of the White
House, You have been suddenly con
fronted with a very difficult problem,
Miss Ehnor, and you have sst about
ite solution in a way t.at commands
my deepeat regpect *’

" Oh, M¢ Bandys!” exclaimed the
girl. biusiing deeply and drawing ®
long, quivering breath, buv qguite evi-

Nuw, I aw not sure,” Lo conting-
ed. - buv your soming here to-day hing
wetslod 1 the Tigliv way o wmatter that
g been troabing we for somu Wecks
past  Lhere 18 o wiegraph situation
w thia oity wiudis ias buen the oanw
of more worry (o me than any ui the
other huudr i3 sindor iy conirol ; it
18 the oilise ot tiwe Board of Teade.””

At the Board of Trade!” cohood
Linor. looking at bim in some

Yea.” he nnswored. * That sit-
aagion demands gashities. aside from
thoae of key or pen. whion 1 sheuid be
inath to think unobiamaido, but which
I. of late Lnve had soma diffieuity in
geonring. Woat woe need there is
absolnte secreey.  There must be no
gugpioton, even. of any leakage from
tne wires, beosuse me:-iges coma
there that wake and unmake fortunes.
Of course, many of the messages are
wm gipher. but nevertheless, cipher or
not, the utmost eauston must be ob
gerved. so that nons, save t those
whom the messages are sent, shali get
the slightest inkiing of thetr contents.
I have changed operators thera three
times i A9 MAny months, and witle
agamnst the present mun [ have o
dir-0: proof—if [ bad | would discharge
him—ihere have been complaints and
vague rumors of ieakage, which are, to
say the least. mast annoying. 1 have
made up my mind, in any case. to
remove that young man to the in
terier of the State, end the ouly rea-
gon he has not ben removed before
now 1s that T san ¢ for the hfe <7 me
tell with whom to replace him. Until
you oats in it never ocourred to me
to give the situation to a woman. It
doesn’t quite jump with our precon-
ceived notions of things that a woman,
of all persons, should be the one to
keep a secret, but most of our precon-
cewved notions are wrong, and if you
ate willing to try the experiment I
am. Of course, you would be dealing
ousirely with men, but I am sure you
would meet with nothing but the ut-
most courtesy from ail.”

+ Oh, 1 am sure of that,” said Miss
MeCGnutooh, earnestiy. ** If you give
me the opporiumty I don't sink you
wiil Liave reason to regret it.”

* Very well, then, wa shall look on
it a9 sottled. Cail here to-morrow
morning at 10 oclock and I will
escort you to the Buard of Trade. I
shall leave one of my assistants in the
office with you for a week, and by that
ume you will probaby be familiar with
your new duties. Anything you do
not_understand he will be at hand to
oxplain,”

Promptly at the appointed hour
Elinor waited upon the manager at his
office, and together they waiked to the
tail building in which was housed the
Board of Trade. Mr. Sandys was
silent during the greater part of the
walk and Elinor's mind was busy
pioturing the new life about to open
before her, sogreatly dissimilar to the
old, The orisp fresbness of the air
and the bracing influonce of her long
walk to the manager's office had ex-
lilarated the girl, who experienced,
without I ing it, the glorioas pre.
rogative of youth, Added 1 this was
the delicious sense of being about to
earn honestly what mony she needed

bl d independ i th
boon that can be bestowed
Lwing oreature.

Sandys bad pretended the day before
that thewr conference had been based
entirely on business prinoiples, but no
question of ealary urose between them,
whish would have “een one ot the
first points to be disouesed with any
one eise by the manager after the ques
tionofskill wagsettled. Thegirl bhad felt
no anxlety on this score, being contens
to leave the amount to her father's old
friend, and her confidence was not
misplaced. * That is the Board of
Trade building,” ssid her i

e g
upon any

wont intoe the telegraph offior, Lisnor,
with fast beating heart, (clivwing lam.

The telvgraphoitice was somparniive
i Iy smniland waa pracicstly nuaiooyve of
jihe ample nparumout usel by the
Luard of Trade, divided from 36 by o
goutiter, whose broad, polistul vak-n
1p was hittered with wiogragls biniks
aad splastied hicre and tuere with k.
In the oentre of thu offise Was a Widv
table, halved longizudinalyy <by o
parugion of giass, while oross-wise
Were Gllior gissd buikheads, paroeling
out the tabie top into seotiony, 1n each
ong of whioh a telegraph instrument
ooeupied thie coutre.  AS A naual
ting one cperaor wad cnough o do
ihie business of the olice, Lug in tmes
of stress, oaused by a ilaiter b
warket, hielp had to be cailed for from
the central offise. and somotumes the
§IX compariments wore in ohattering
ACLIVILY,

= Naw, Migs Elisor,” said the man-
ager, - iiay 18 yoar Wwork rooui.
Johonie Felders here will bs in
sharge far a week or as wuch longer
a8 i necesdary, and you wif be kg
assistant. A3 800a 03 you nri ready
w take full contrel I shall remove
hiim cisewhore, for lic is & 1Lust ude-
ful young msu.”

Sandys iefs the room and stralled
iuto the Board of Irade, the doors
k-eper nadding to him, for the Lead
of the Western Unton was o privilegeil
tadividual.  Tne spacions Chawder of
| Commeree was rapudly fi Ling up, and
| & nising murmur of conversation | uv
erod i the aie.  Now and then some
wxubraut person with o silk hat on
the back of his hiead yellex out »
starthing exclamation, which made
Migs MoChintoch jump the first time
sho heard i¢, Ittie dreaming of the
pandemonium to whioh she would
later becomo acoustomed. Bhethought
tuere had been a dreadful acoident,
but nobody paid the slightest atten
tion, and she learned that this was
merdly the preliminary sparring for
the coptast thas was to coma after, just
08 athlates in a field limber up before
the game commenc. ~,

i Hello, Sandys, " eaid a young man.
greeting the head of the Wustern
Union. *tAsting the unaccusiomed
part of the squite of dames, eh ? Who
13 the beauty ?*

“The beauty, Mr. Howard, iz a
friend of mine,” answered the man
ager coldly,

The young man laughed.

8o [ surmised, dgeon, other-

= g 1ite go, and we help to support
thav grinding niaopoly. The gon-
suticr alvayR pays, hoow. DButl
80y, Swdys, | Want yu tw introdade
e w0 Misa MoCGiiutosh ™
the neoessily. Bho is

[ dun’s ge
1ot hicre 8oci .

= Ou, thavs all nse | Were
ol gocial g s, aud it Wil d2 ne
narm 1o have o friond on this sida of
the ocounter. You onn’t be always
bere, you know ; besided, if you dows
miroduoe me preperiy, 1 shail intro
duee my sl

=+ Miss MeChintooh hae set out very
Lravely 19 carn hier owa iwing and 1
don’t want hir interfered with.”

+ Exasctly.  { am carning my own
Tivae unyeddf, nnd I 6ot ouly won'v
mitarfure with her, bat will prevent
others dowig 80.”

The mauager Jacked Kaenly at the
apeaker for & momens, bat mut merely
tuw olear gazs of a very honeat pmr
of cyes.  Auihiat insant there was o
wild rusk to the oentro of the room,
ag if the weman awmd hial been
satght i & sutden Waarlpscl, ag m
deed many of them were. They
gesticulated and  shouted  togcther.
i seomed a8 1f o ms luouss Lad unex
peotedly  deboushied i3 outents:
Ysung Howard wavered a moment,
seeniiogly drawn by some ungeen
furce to plunge into the maslatrom ;
then bis gezs wandered toward tho
telegrapli oflico, where ho saw the girl
standig with wido open uyes looking
at tho warmail, while Johnaie Fieldors
was quite evidently explaining that
there was no danger aud that 1t was
not a freo fight nor the beginning of a
football match,

* Qome,” said Howard, ‘“now is
the time.”

The manager, still with visible re-
tuctance, turned and led the way to
tho telegrapl office.

 Miss MecQiintoob,” he said, mak-
ing lue voice heard with difficulty
abovo the din, * may I introduce to
you a friend of your father, Me. Sull-
son Howard ?"

Tue girl, raisingher eyes, saw before
her & youug man who might be con-
ventistaily described as fine lovking,
with a dark moustache and a firmly
moulded, self-reliant chin.

I am plersed to meet 6ny one who
knew my father,” she said,

I not only knoew him, Miss Mo
Olintoob, but i am indebted to him for
many kind words and much encour-

t at o time when I had no

wise 1 would not have sought enlight
enment from you. I never deal in
second haud 1nformation, as some of
my distinguished fellow-citizns on
thie flaor are beginning to find out.”

“Yeo3, I undevstand you are ex-
ceedingly sucoesaful 1n your struggles
here. Let me advise you to be con
tent with aoything, But I say,
Sandys, you are never going to glace
80 protty a girlin the telegrapls office?”

s+ I have already done 80, and I have
told her, furthermore, that she would
find every man she met here a gentle-
man.”

*Oh, you always was an optimist,
Sandys. I think you kaow you are
stretohing it & bit to cail old Grim
wood, who is now about to honor us
with his presence, & gentleman.
+ Merely my own opinion, of course.”

There was entering as he apoke a
man who stooped slightly. His
amoothly shaven face made it im
possible, at a distance, to guess his
ago, but aloser inspeotida lefe no doubt
that he wag fully entitled to the ad
jective the young msn had beatowed
upon bim, = The hd drooped over the
left; eye and gave a smnister expression
to an impassive face that was at best
saturcine. The left arm hung limply
by his side, and with the sinking eye-
lid gave token of a ‘“stroke” that
many d had, like tl )\

grent stock of either. 1 was oncoa
olerk in s oitice. If there is any
thing I can do to help you here, I
hope you will let me know, for I
would ecteom it a privilege to makeat
least partial return for the debt I owe
your father.”

“ Thank you,” replied the girl,
simply.

 Tologram, miss, if you please,”
said the faisetto voice of old Grim-
wood, ag he leaned against the coun-
ter, holding in his hand a written
message and fastening his fishy eyeon
tho group, * I take it, Mr. Sandys,
that this young Iady isgoingtodoua the
honor of sending and receiving our
despaiches, aud that will be very
nige.”

There wag something in hig tone
which eaid as plainly as words, ** I
should be much obliged if you would

witly or losg exporddy, he woull have
bean n brave man who found fauly
with Inr conduct of Lusinoss, for th
whale Buard of Teals, with the poe-
wble vXoeption of old Grimwood, wag
avawedly i love with her.  Hom-. o7
the older mon said they liked her for
her fathec’s aake, but popular aa ke
Lsd undoubiediy boeen this hurdly ac
counted for the riversal admiration
beatownd 1._on hig danghter, and i
Sicolt ixohange would have r: en an
one sl to proteat against her re-
ingval bad Mr Sandys proposed gaok
ot Lor tho firat time 1 histery
an action of the Western Ussion re.
oetved unaunted apprubation.  Bug
they all reoognived that Howard had
the lead a3 far as the fair telegrapliv
was conoorned, and that be was the
man to keep 8. The reluotant intro-
duction which ho had practivaliy
forced from tho manager had given
Eim nn advantage st the beginning,
and many cf his young rivals matigu-
ed their luck that thus advantago had
ney been theirs.  Howard sent many
telegratms and hingered over the coan-
ter aa ho handed thum in, turning
avay afirn io find the ooid, srmscar
eye of oll Grimwood fistened upus
him, whish made him rave inwardiy
and wish the anmeat broker would
aitend 1o hiz own buswess, o com
plaint whish few had over urged
nguingt the hardened speculator.

Oune cvening 4o Elmor was walking
home young Huward met her at a
sirect corner anl  oxprossed groat
surprise at the coincidence. Hu told
her ko was on his way to eee a sick
friend who lived on Sixteonth street,
and was quite taken aback when
he learned that sho also lived

on Sixtoenth streot. He made
the  bniliantly original  remark
that this was a small world

after all, and asked it he might walk
with her, as their paths lay in the
same dircction. He was further
amazed to hear that ghe rarely took a
street oar, evan when it raned, for
she wag fond of walking, and 1t turned
oui that ho tuo wasadevoted pedestrian.
St believed what he saia, as women
will when tibey have a liking for a
man, aud if hig conscience did not
cheok lim for his mendacity, 1t must
be remembered that his was a ocon-
gotence nurtured in the wheat pit, and
perhaps somewhat out of working
orjer becaugo of the jars bo recoived
thore. And beforo we, who are
happily perfeot blame lum overmuch,
it 18 wall to take into acoount the faot
thai he was already deoply in love
with the girl, and much may be for-
given a young man in that delightful
conditon,

The illness of Howard's friend
proved o bo a oase that apparently
baffled the medical skill of Disopolis,
for the young man was compelled
often to visit him, aud, of course, as
the hours when he was free to do so
coinoided with thoge when Miss Elinor
was on her way home, it was not sur-
prising that the two often met and
walked toward Sixteenth street
together. At first the girl waa gerious-
ly alarmed about the illness of the 1ll-
fated friend, for bar memory was
better than Howard's, and she wag
astonished when the invalid developed
sevoral new maladies each week,
b:@dmg' fair to become the most com-

all attend striotly to b ]

Sandys frowned, but said nothing.
Fielders sprang forward, took the
message and rattled it off to Chioago.
Miss MoUlintoch sat down before her
compariment at the table and young
Howard left the room, followed by the
manager, who, once outside in the
ball, touched his friend on the arm

that ever appealed to harassed phyei-
cians in vain. Butat last the bapless
patient became no longer necessary
and was allowed to depart to the
oblivion from whioh he had been von-
jured, the pleasure of meeting and
walking together forming its own
oxouse fgr df&ng 80. Qaoce they en.
old Gri

and spoke in a low voice, ly:
“If 1 may say it in all kindness,

Howard, I think you will only be a

hind and u0t a help to afss

)
thu old man in vam.

speaking for the first time since they
set out together.

“ Yes," she replied; * 1 walked
around to see it after my talk with
you, but I did not go in.”

* Well, we will go 1n now. I hope
you have weighed well what I said to
you yesterday. There is no doubt in
my mind that after you learn the ways
of the office you will prove quite com
potent to fill the si mation ; but you
must never forget that the great
qualifi equal in to
your speed at the key, is scorecy—
absolute secrecy~ Nat even in the
sanctity of your own home, to your
own mother, must you breathe a hint
of anything that comes Gver the wires.
You understand that thoroughly, 1
trust 2"

4 Ob, yes, Mr Sandys! You need
never have the leset fear about that.
I feel as if I had joined some awful
sooiety and had taken a most terrible
oath, with perfeotly dreadful penalties.
Ithought about it last uight until I fell
asleep, and then I dreamed the most
frightfal things—that masked men,
with red hot pinokere, wer: trying to
make m3 tell what your ccoupation
was and what you had said to me, bat
although I sereamed and awoke my-
solf, all in a tremble, I never told.”

The manager smiled and sald ser-
iously ¢

¢ That is the right spirit aud hers
we are at the door of the inquisition.”

At the end of a large hall wide and
lofty doublo doors, standing open,
gave & view of the interior of an im
mensg, room in whioh several men were
walking about with their hande in
their pockets, A man in s sort of
umform guarded the door and sharply

denuly gl g with geaufi at
the prae of & man whoni she auvw

to b aparing in his commendation.

sorutivized atl comers. Sandys, how
ever, did not enter the huge room, but
opened a small door at tho right and

Some one had said that confidence
would never be restored in business
oircles until » second attack grappled
old Grimwood with more success than
the firat, for it had been quickly
proven that what was left of tue ses-
soned old speculator was & match for
the combiaed intelloot and shrewd
of the others in the grain pit. Grim
wood’s workable eye quickly but fur-
tively ranged the room and finally
rested on the fair head of the girl, yast
wisible over the polished surface of the
counter as she aat at the telegraph
ingtrument. His face showed no
astonishment ; 1t was alwaya - —pross-
1onlees, but i eye remained there.
w1 thoroughly believe, Sandys,
that old Grimwood bas bribed you to
place the girl hera. Such a withered,
anolent branch as he is will be the

MoOGlintoch if this acquaintance goes
further.”

Howard's reply was an ‘mpatient
malediotion on old Grimwood, more
terse than polite,

* Ob, no,” inved the iager ;

) d taking bis
shufiling constitutional stroll, ordered
by his medical advisers, and he leered
at them, lifting his hat as they passed
with polite ostentation, but nothing
he could do seemed agoeptable to
Stillson Howard, who scowled at
Grimwood's perpetusl wink and neg-
leoted to return his salutation.
“

“ Mr. Grimwood is quite within his
righte. Our old friend’s daughter is
there t¢ do her duty and 13 anxious
and well qualified to do it if, as I said
before, she ig not interfered with.”

“I'l break old Grimwood's neck
for him yet,” growled Howard, still
harping on the interruption; **in a
Stock Exochange sense, of course,” he
added, seeing the other's look of
alerm, * I'm not going to assault 8
crippled man, you know, but I'll give
m & hft in wheat some of these
days ; see if [ don't.”

 The bankruptoy courts have been
kept busy for years with men who

only man unaffeoted by her p

1t isn't fair to us youngstora, who
have to contend with his lifetime or
wiilainy anyhow. I confess I don’t
want my mind disiracted from the
wheat quotations just at present.”®

« I shall give you every assistance
to concentrate your mind on that
subject, Howard.”

i Thanks, old man; I'm infimtely
obliged,” replied Howard, ** But who
is she, anyhow? We are bound to
know soonet or later,”

# She 18 one entitled to the respect
and pr-tection of every man here,”
said Sandys, slowly. *Bue is the
daughter of your old chief, Silus Mo
Ciintooh.”

+ Good heavens ! You don't mean
to say so?" oried the young man,
sobering. * By Jove, thero 18 a sort
of poetic justice in ber being here—
this inferno which ruined the fathor
now suppnrting the daughter *

have ende d to give Mr. Grim-
wood a lift, ag you term it. DBetter
proceed with caution, Stillson. ™
*That's all right,” oried Iloward,
with the fid of a

1 suppose it is wicked of me,”
sg@ Elinor, *“ but I cannot help dis-
liking that man, Perhaps 1t is be-
cause I know it was his opposition
that caused the bankruptey of my
father, although that should be no
exouge for me.”

Howard roplied in a rhapsody
which peed not be hers recorded, for
ho wae prejudiced against Grimwood
and mado no real effurt to do justice to
the distinguished talents of the shrewd
old man, talking instead of the impos-
sibilivy of augels having anyihing but
loathing for beings of an exastly op-
posite nature whom it would not be
polito to speoify,

Quae day there appeared to b a little
ﬂ‘urry in the wheat market, and
Iulmo_r wag kopt more than usually
bu'sy in tho recoiving and sending of

young man in kis accent.

Sbaking hande with the menager
ho entered the Board of Trade room
and was speedily absorbed in the
tumult thers, b=t nevertheloss found
ocoagion now and then to direct his
oyes bricfly toward the telegraph
office,

Ag time went on Elinor MeOlin.
tooh’s new osoupation became loss and
less strango to her. Bhe quickly
mastered the details of her oalling,
and Fieldors doparting, not without 8
manly sigh, the whole duty of the
tflise devolved upon her. Meagages,
code or plain, pussed rapidiy to and
fro under the niwble manipulation of
her pretty fingers, and tiere were no

« The Western Union witl look to
her support,” T d the g

pl that  inf now
reached ears not intended for it. But
even had she done her work less hon-

e Most of thom were in
cipher, and the others might as well
have been 8o for all the impression
thoy made on the mind of she fair
nperater.  But oace, when oxcitoment
on the Board was at its highest and
the noige at its loudest, two words
caught her attention, as an abiruding
nail arreats a trailing garmont, She
found hersolt writing the words +Still-
son Howard” as the irstrument elicked
off the lotters. Thon she read tho
finished despateh and for & moment
ber breathing stopped :

C. T. Guymwaon, Board Trade, Diso-
pohis; Iuduco Siiilson Iloward to buy
wheat ju large quautuios, Then wé
havo bim foul,

The eignatare was that of Grim-
woud’s agent i Ohieago, from which
city tho message came, Many times
wvery day since sho had been tiiere the

.




