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also that delegates be sent to your Synod
at St. John: also to the Synod of the
other branch, which meets same time,
same place. Recommendations unaui-
mously adopted. This afterncon I will
nominate delegates to the Synods of the
Lower Provinces: also to your church
in Canada; also recommend that dele-
gates be sent to the Church of Scotland
at kome. I could, I suppose, visit you
as a delegate next month, but will pro-
bably be nowinated td Great Britain
for next year.

In duc time our Stated Clerk will
notify vour Stated Clerk of our action,
but I thought a line in advance would
gratify you.

You can give such items as arc here
givento your paper or the Witnes.

Our Sessions are very harmonious.

Yours, in haste,
J. B. Duas.

P

Articles  Contributed.

Common 8chool Education.

I don’t know whether or not I am
* sound” on the education question ; but
I have certain very positive opinions as
to the duty of the State to educate all
thildren in the State, and as to the ne-
cessity also ot religious instruction being
connected with the education of chil-
dren in schools. And as the question is
now going to be a great practical ques-
tion 1 these Maritime Provinees, and as
the clief difficulties will be found in the
large towns where the ropn‘ation is
mixed, it is the duty of all tax-payers,
and still more of all intelligent Cliristian
citizens, to have clear views as to what
is best, and at the same time practicable,
on the subject.  For there is nothing so
all-important as the education of the
young. We may talk as we like about
our institutions, our charities, our
churches, our associations, but they all
depend on the slips ot boys and girls now
playing on our streets. According to
the training we give them, so will every-
thing else be. The first and most im-
portant part of this training is in the
nursery, say for the first six years of life,
and is hidden from the public eye.
But what comes second and second enly
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to the nursery and the howe, is the
school period, ray from six to fifteen
years of age, and with this the State and
the Cluuch have to do. 1 they neglect
their duty, it is at their deadly peril.

As to the kind of education to e
given in our echouls, there are two
opinions.  The firstis that the ednea
tion should be wholly secular, that it
should aim at the development of the
intelleet, that there should be no re-
ligious instruction, as it should be It
wholly in the hands of parents and Sun.
day schools.  The second is that in some
way or other religious instruction shonld
be a part of the course of Comnunm
School study. 1 may say at the outwet
that the sccomnd is my opinion, aml that
my wonder is that any Christian man
ghould contend fiereely for the fiy,
though there may be circumstances in
which, for want of a better, he it con-
pelled 1o adopt it If all parents were
what they should be, the religions -
struction of their children might be 1oft
wholly in their hands. But if parcnts
were what they should be, much more
might secular education, which isa gonl
paying investment, be left to them; and
yet it is found that the State has to pro-
vide for even reading, writing and arith-
metie, or half the children in the coun-
try would not be taught even these rudi-
ments.  Nothing can be more chilidsh
than to argue that because a thing ought
to be, therefore it is.  Sensible men
should deal with facts. But then it is
said, there is the Sunday School. Y,
there it is, and very thankful we are for
it—but to conclude that it is enongh is
a very different thing.  To give anbuw
a week for religious instruction by un-
paid, voluntary, and often ineflicient
teachers, for here again we must deal
with facts and not fancie-,—why, we
are all very thankful for such help and
recognize its special value,—Ulut to
imagine that it 1s a sufficient provision
for religious instruction, is an utter de-
lusion.

But if all this be the case, what are
we to think of the Common School
“ System” that we have had in Nova
Scotia for the last seven oreight yean?
I have never met an intelligent man
who does not think that it has been 3
great blessing to the country, Halifax
perhaps excepted, and that in its main



