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cution of presenting this smooth and convincing narrative in the
form of evidence ig obvious. The defendant is then eaught in a
trap. If he says nothing, this hearsay account of the erime will
be used against him on the trial. It will amount virtually to a
confession. If he denies the truth, he will be plied with further
questions, to some of which he must answer or take the con-
sequences of the cvidence being used against himself, and the
whole procecdings will incvitably get hefore the jury to enable
them to understand the answers given. If a proposal were made
to the peobple of this State to give the defendant an opportunity
to speak on being brought hefore the magistrate immediately after
his arrest, it would be strenuously opposed as a violation of the
rights of the aceused person. But a decision, as in the prineipal
ase, will pass unquestioned, although it gives an added advantage
to the extra-legal, secret, unprotected inquisition in the sheriff's
or district attorney’s ofiice. It will be no longer sound advice for
‘ u lawyer to advise his client to say nothing. If this docs not
compel o defendant to criminate himself, what would?
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Belvedere Fish Guane Co, v, Ratnhant Chemical Works (1920)

2 KB, 487. This was an action against a company and two of
its diveetors to reeover damuges for injury to property oceasioned
hv an explosion on the defendant company’s premises.  As to
the liability of the company there was not much quvsti(ﬁi. but the
prineipal contention was in regard to the personal liability of
the directors, These two divectors had made a contraet with
the Minister of Munitions to manufacture for him pierie acid,
, according to a process in which these direetors had proprietary
rights, For the manufaeture, di-nitro-phenol (D.N.P.) was a
neeessavry  ingredient.  The direetors sceured premises and




