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Toronto, May, 1877'.

WBare told by the English Law Jour-
nal that the Eist of cauises for the Easter
Sittings in the Chancery Division is " one
of the most appalling documente ever
witnessed." Lt contains the names of 602'
suits waiting to be heard. 0f these the
Master of the TRols lias 122, Vice-Chan-
cellor Malins 189, Vice-Chancellor Bacon
90, and Vice-Chancellor Hall 201. We
have complained occasionally of the-
" block " of business in our Courts, but
there lias neyer been anything to com-
pare with this. The saine journal im-
plores 1fhat a new Judge nuay be appoint-
ed to the Chancery Division.

CONS TRUCTION 0F THE ADMIN-
IS TRATI7ON 0F J USTICE ÀACT.

Thie Court of Ch)ancery bas gone a very
long way in giving stîch a strict and ini-
flexible construction to some clauses of
the Administration of Justice Act of
1873, as goes far to neutralize
the value whiat we conceive to be
of those clauseq,-ami to counitervail, as it
seems to us, the intention of the Legis-
lature. The main purpose of the finst and
eighth an(] kindred sections of the Act, wab
to enable each Court to work out full re-
lief in respect of every matter properly
preseusted for adjudication in the one
suit. But it is nowhere apparent in the
Act itself tîsat this was intended to be-
extended to cases not tlillirig within well-
understood principles, and it is foreign
to the spirit of the statute to hold
that its permissive provisions should be1
petrified into a compulsory practice.
It is a matter of coxîsideratiozi whetber
the Act wvas ever intended to accoua.
plish such a resuilt as is declared t<>
be the law in Demorc8t v. Helrnu, 22,,


