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main pursuit, as it becamne t-1eir standard of value. In a ianner pre-
cisely similar, the northern part of Asia wvas overrun by traders moving
in an easterly direction. T1he Russian expeditions of conquest followved
in the wvake of the Russian fur-traders, and about the beginning of the
last ceitury, ilie Russians began to establislh themselves on the shores
of the Pacifie Ocean.

For the Siberian nierchants, the chief quest wvas that of the sable,
aild thus it is that the occupation of Siberia lias been described as one
gigantic sable liunt, beginning at the Uràl Mountains and extending to
the Eastern Ocean. Th'is ocean- -the Pacific-was reachied by the
valley of th-z Anadyr River, far to the nortb, and at Okotsk, on the sea
of the sanie naine. Between these places lay the remarkable volcanic
peninsular of Kamitschatka. About 1696 its coii(uest began, and in
somec fifteen years it biad been îhroughout rendered tributary wo Russia;
but the great ocean to the east'vard, and wlhat it miighit contain, stili
reiained unkno'vn.

The enormnous extension wbicbi the Russian Emipire hiad achieved
iii Asia, naturally attracted the special attention of iLs ruler, and in tbe
last year of her reign, Peter tbe Great planned an expedition of explor.-
Lions fromi tlie eastern Asiatic coast toward Amierica. Before tlie
cxpedition could be desî,atched the Czar died, but his consort, the
Empress Catherine, anxious in aIl respects to carry oui the wisbes of lier
late liusband, caused the preparations t0 be continued, and in 1725

'Vitus Behiring ivas despatched on this mission, in conforiy with the
original intention of the Emperor. Behiring 'vas a Dane, engaged in tlie
Russian service. Ile left St. Petersburg provided withi a corps of
assistants and ali the facilities wvhich tlie government could furnisli, Lu
cross Siberia to Okotsk, which wvas to be bis port of departure for the
exploration of the unknown North Pacifie.

It is unnecessary to follow bis various journeys and the many delays
which he e-iperienced, nor is it relevant to the present subject 10 trace
his first expledition from Okotsk by sea, in wvhich he outlined the northern
p.irt of Aý;ia toward Behring- Straits. His celebrated voyage 10 the
Arnerican continent, witi 'vhich wve are chiefly concerned, was flot
executed till the year 1741, when he left the Bay of Avacha, in


