
A BIRD IN TI-IF 13LJ-1.

The ohu] saw% abolit al bird ini the hand, lilze Inaluy tulother obi S-aw,
necds sone filing down to iake it ceut truc. A 1 idlitvrally to biruls,
it illay appeal by ils aptuess to the sportsnian. or the workIing(, ornitholo-
cist, but to one who do0es not aspire tu the' hunolors uo' eitiier position,

but is a siîajeî lover of birds ini tlîei native lîaoîîts, its trutil wvil nut

be sa ammîrmlî. I shall lot stop to ls's the que-stion, of ilan'. i-

hereut riglît lu slav lus f<'lo-cî'eatui'es at juk'asoi', or evu'n ut the
exp<'dinicv ut mi dainîg bi ut'tsefui ulpS5 scieI i liic or gaist ronoie>i.

1 mielv wtisi te) meord, ini lussiiig, lui lhiîîîlule oipinion thid tlîeîe is

niic u nî'esar slaiiîter (of tirchs l'y aîntuui. i* iithiolognt.- anid

otlit'îs alo11t4ldie to bluly a le'wv aiieuiotes of bird ~v:y * fiS'tulli per-

soîind ulst'rvatùio, tim: t ît a i itî le of in i ens aîîd j>urhaps snnettlîiîîgi

of' vahlie, îulay la' Iearliu'd uof the habits of tiiese ilt'e(lgcîeat Oies,

1withuut the aid of a ±gun. If' ini eu uing I min foîiitu' eouîgiî to

enlist ini tihe raliks, of' th.olmre' une î'euriit, wth( liasi ihî'tu lield

aloof, tlîrougli blis atel sion, to kulinig, I shall bv satislicd I lî.t I au) imot

altogethier on the wi'ug tî'acek. It is just abouit tvu year'. silice I

liegatn to observe biids vvitlî any earo, :î;i wlieiî i tell pmî t bat at tlîat

tiînie I k-ne' barely fifty species andi uof mlany of' the.Se I hîad %erv hazy

ideas, though. I had iived iii their iîîidst foir twenty-live yeai's, you wvil

be illii(i to ask ini whoî'e I kept iy eyes ail that tiîuie. It is a

question I ]lave asked nmyscif at thousand tintes, but as yet I have

received ilo aîîswer.

Ouîe of 111V fini't flids %va'u a i1'.ck of' Pie 8skîîîis, whichî I surpri.eul

feediîii i a cluînp) of ceuiai's in 1'el>i'aî'y. It wýLe4 a la'autifiul Stili,
bi'iglit day, an idt'al day foi- a siiow%.slîue traîîîî, -% ii 1 liad 1-eeîî eiîjoy-

iîig to thîo fi], wb'eîî I ieached this bit of' celai swaip ani stopped to

reconnoitre. I liad liot w;iited long whîen I heard tbe contented tril-

liag ehixp of t%. feediîg birds, ani follilu tiae sonîui tilt I caine upon

theni busiiy ~Iicking out and devouîg the seels of the anL":ud

scatterilig the liusks broadcast upon the snow. I ilîniîediatety leveited

uiy douible-bari'elledl fowling picce (a field glass) upoit thei, and as this

did not seeni to distiirb thicin in the least, 1 graduai-.ly iioved totvards,


