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had ceascd. Ail the first reports weres Of course, Of a rather

vague and contradictory chamater, but ignorance Of the details

of the situation did not prevent the spreading of greatly exag-

gerated statefletits, not only ini regard to the citent of the. damage

inflicted, but also as to the. conseqUecCes that were sure to follow.

It was grcatly feared, and firmly believed by many, that the re-

lease of the dammed-up waters threatened the safety not only of

ail the residents in the Lièvre valley below the slide, but also of

the. town of Buckinghaml. The urgent necesslty for more accurate

and detailed informustioti was fully apprcciated by Dr. Whiteaves.

who, in Dr. Beli's absence, was acting as Director of the. Geo-

logical Survey. Dr. R. W. Elis, who had previou5lY examine

and reported 'upon the geology of the district in which tlie side

had occurrcd, was given charge of the. examiflation, while Mr.

LeRoy and the writer acccsmpaniicd him, to nuake any necessarY

surveys and secure sucli photographs as would fully illustrate the.

occurrence. Thc Summary Report of thc- Geologicai Sus vey

Departieuit for Il0 ctaincd Dr. EUs' officiai account of the

Iandslide, accontpanicd by a smnall plan showillg the. position and

citent of thc area a.ffected. This map. ou a scale of twelve chains

to one inch, wa-4 prepared by josepi Keele fronu surveys made by

James White, 0. E LeRoy and thc writer.

iÀke the proverbial policeman, the. Governoient geologisis

were early on the. sccnc after the catastrophe, leaving Ottawa by

the. evening train of Monday, October itt, for Buckinghiamf.

Dtaring the. journey. ail sorts of rumors werc afloat as to the. danger

tiireatc'iing the tuilis, and even the. town of Buckinigham itscîf, by

tic backing-up of tic waters caused by the filling up of thc chan-

nel of the. river by thc debris firom tic lanidslide. On Our arrva'

at Buckinighaml, iiowcver, wc wverc reassured by the report that

tic wxtcr had surnounted these da*y barriers, about four o'clock

that afternoofl, and was flowing over titis uneven surface of ac-

cumulatcd material, by a merles of amail cbannels,whicîh would cet-

tainly deepen during tie nîglit. We, therefore, retired to reat at the.

hotel, with a qense of tolurable securityt feeling tiat thc crisis iiad

passcd. The morniug broke briglât, and clear and we* made au

early start for thc scene, drîviog up the. road on the. west jade of


