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The evening grosbeak us even more noteworthy than the owl,
as it bas only been seen once before in the recollection of the
present race of omithologists. It also is reported as quit. conu-
mon near Guelph, dlocks containing over forty having buenseen.
General reports are not ini concernrng this species, but a few
have been seen near Ridgway in the Welland peninsula, and three
have been seen at London. Doubtiess they Wall be reported from
many other stations, particularly thon in the north.

W. I. SAUNDEIS.

SOIRÉE

The fifth soirée was held in the Au.smbly Hall of the Normal
School, February 2,5. when Prof. E. W. MacB3ride lectured on

T41he present position of Evolution."
The lecturer commenced by pointing out that: the century

which had just: passed away had witnesqed a great revolution ini
our ideas on many things, and notably on our conception of' our
relation to the universe. This had been lely brought about by
the acceptance of the doctrine of évolution as, laid down by
Darwin. This doctrine had profoundly influenced not only
biology but sociology and historical science, as was candldy
adEitted by one of the latest writers. on tfme New Testament. lu.
was of importance, therefore to define fira what exactly is ax-
seried by the doctrine, second on what evidenc it rests, a"d
thirdly what light it bas throwm on the history oi the humas race.
The root idea of evolution as expounded by Darwin was to expiais
the present state of the worl of animais amd plants as the out-
coms of its past condition under the operato or ord"mly laws.
The ides that various types cf animais might have dusoeoded from
a Éu -mon ancestor was as old as the Greeka; so long, however,
as the trans -formatio could noe bu shows to bu a possble «


