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to the ecclesiastical year ; the recurrence of feasts and
th1e ineaning that the Churcli puts to them ; the coin-
rnunity of ideas aîîd consequent synipathy that exists
between teacher and pupil as the outcomne of religious
instruction ; the Catholie tone that pervades the sehool;
ail these things cannot fail to mnake a deep impression on
the littie ones who live and move under their infiuence
several hours every day. Who will deny the riglit of a
parent to provide suchi a sehool as this if hie sees fit ?

The constitutional privileges of a Catholic should
secure himi from interference in sucli an essentially-
domestic function as the training of Chidren. Is it not
evident that the intermningling of another authority-
would inevitably ernbarass the liberty of the fainily, aud
destroy the unity of education, if it did not annihulate
education itself ? No authority lias a riglit to impose
wearying Ilprogrammes " on a parent, or embarassing
restrictions, and ab-ove ail, it lias no riglit to jeopardize
liberty of conscience.

Furthermore, inan lias a natural riglit to commuriicate
the truth. We have an inborn inclination to give to othiers
the notions we have acquired by personal, endeavor, so
that the act of teaching is, after ail, the natural use of a
faculty wvhich no one hias a right to prevent us front
exercising.

How slow men are to perceive that the wve1fare of a
nation is involved in the training of its chiîdreni, and
religlous training at that. A sound education, rendlered
possible by adinitting,, the principle of liberty of inistruc-
tion, is the best earnest of the prosperity of a nationi.
This truism supposes two others, that true educationi
inust be based on religion ; that truly religious .±duicationi
can be irnparted only by teachers of deep religiols coni-
victions.


