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-The soundness of George Macdonald's philosophy on domes-
tic atliuirs, from the appearonco of bis David Blginbrod untit the
present timo, bas neyer once been doubted, and thore ie the wise8t
of counsel to parents in these words of bis :-" The mistake of ail
but the wisest parents eonsists in putting off to a püriod niore or
less too late, the moment of beginning to teaeh thoir ehildren
obodlience. If' this be not commenced at the first possible mo-
ment, there is no botter reason wvly it should bc begun at :êny
other, excopt it wilt bc liar-der every hour it is3 postponed. The
spiritual loss and in *jury caused te the clîild by tleir waiting tilt
they fancy himi fit te reason with, is immense; yet thecro is neth-
ing in which those who have the right to insist on obodience are
more cowardly than this. The dawn of reason will doubtless lielp
to devclep obedience, but obedionce is yet more necessary te the
dcvelopment of reason. To roquire of a cbild. only what ho can
undcrstand the reason of, is simply to hielp him to mako himself
his own god. If parents, through weaknaess or indifférence, fait
to teach their childrcn obedience in tho years preccding sohool-
life, tho best training of the wisest touchers can never fully supply
the doticiency. It is common to talki about the work o. the school
in making good eitizens,. The seheol caîî aid in the wvork, but
the homos of a counîtry determine tho ùhai'aetor oft' de citizens."
The school inspI)eter, who is giftd with even an ordinary share
of shrewdness, never thils te detevt the charactor of' the cominu-
nity in the conduet of the cilidren wlio attend its school. The
detection, of courre, is casier when the toucher exhibits evidences
of ability. The careloss, incapable teacher will iuin -tnyt3ehool
in anîy commun ity, however îveli (rdered it may bc; whoreas,
the gifted teacher's cnorgy will tell upoI1 any school in any com-
munity, however iii disciplined the children rnay bc. In the lirst
instance, it is net easy te say that the hiome training is at fault,
but in the latter, the evidence of painstaking effort or, the part of
the toucher can nearly always be detectcd on the dark bac(kgrounid
of an ilt-brcd community of cblldren. A town or village which
changes its toucher once a year, because there is always some
difficulty betwecn pupils and teuchers, ought not always to trace
such difficulty to the inicapacity of' the teucher. There is as mucli
sound sense in sucli inditseriiniuîute criticismýr as there would be iii
the teacher, who, after failing in three or four schools, would


