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WIIERE once the border Minstrel strayed,
With ready lays for bower and hall,

And sang of love, or deft]y played,
To Knigbts at eourtly festival:

Where once the warder chieftain led
His vassals to the border fray,

Whose doughty deeds of foray shed
Their halo rotind the Minstrel'& iay:

Wlsen love and war were ail of life,
With lord and vassal, Squire and Kniglit:

A lady's snîie the bow of strife-
lier hand the guerdon of the fight:

Where Yarrow sweeps by Newark's tower,
* And Ettrick nuingles with. its streami,

AInd Tweed, tlîrough many a amiling bower,
Flows as of old the Minstrel's theme:

Where GaIa's water stili 4nay boaut
Of Mairer ladis than Ettrick's shore.

Wh<re not a memory is lost,
That halloXed ail the scene of yore!

WVlere Scott bas reared bis wizard hold.
And stili presides the Genlus there-

Whence, oft, in many a foray bold,
H1e sorned on ail the realms of air:

There lhave 1 wandered, and it seenied,
On bill and vale and streainlet lay,

X~if the lifght of old that gleamed,
The iîspeet of a former day.

There bave 1 wandered, seen each stream,
Nor feit thse while 1 gazed on Yarrow.

Tlîat sill were better y et a dream,
Linked in tbe nii:iîd wjth love and sorrow.*

The image of the miental eye
Was more tii m given back to me;

An interest that ~alneyer die,
StilU lives wifljirî My memory.


