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IrTow'nrig wasbuneter uitritidand i .ubotly t1i.uuîwhen It -
lisout trSt Caille, huit lue was far froutu Strouug Ilis uiuud was
far (roit clear, an t utuas not easy for hiuitIl to putt diis andt
that togethuer," un a w.îy to satvu','hîuuîself, ttlieut the dtotor
tuent atta>-. le was already yl" îuiuitlet,' .s liec ctlet IIutanti
bc tidthte best tluuug let #oilti has-etouteun the t ircuistances,
be shuit lits eycs anti (cli .slcep).

Before luetitoke Alluson camte uIn, an.u iiuten lie lo-ed
nip. lic sait- lier suuîuîîg withu lier utork it 11lier î.up, andI yester-
dav's neuispaper un her banuud, re.udiig aund suuuuluig tu liers-elf .15
she reat.

Il eel, vat's the servs thue tda)- "s.id lie.
Allisoti dit flot stant or shtowts-te surp)rise sîte felt ,ut beuig

thus atidresseti.
Il Will I read i u to yotu ? " she askcd.

She reati about tbe uuarkets and thue netus of thtq day . lunt
whetber lue were gcttung the gond of t .laiîl not, site sould nuot
say. Wbeuî she tîtouiglit sIte lat reati enough, sIte laid <lotsn
tbe paper anti took, up ber ts'ork as tistial.

That u%as tbe begunning. AIl tîe tiays passeti like Ibis day
for a w-ile, excelît that a book- tookite place of a netsspaper
soincîiuîucs. Anti bv anti by, tîte best of books bati a mtinute
or tsso given to it- rarely more thaît a miunute or tw-o. Brow-
rig isteneti to that as ie istenedti 1 the rest, wilingly, anti
sornetines sstb unîcerest, shen she clian-e t iught on a part
wshich bati not been quite forgotten un uhe long -. relessb years
wvîiclu batipasseti siuîce thelimie lis ticaul notber oset to
read t wuith hirn anti bis ftle sisteus, wbcn îhey w-rc chiltiren
at bornte. Wben be looket interestetl, or madie a renîark on
any- part ofusîtat site read, Allison tuent oser t again, anti nous-
anti then took coîurage 10 speak a %vordi or ttso of Hiunu sho
"lbore our griefs anti carniet otr sorrouts," anti who <ied that
%%ecright live. i-e listenet alw-ays in silence. Whether lie
was ever nuoveti by the usords cotu!ti fot be tolti, for be gave no
sign-

\Vbile ail this went on, surrmer was passing, anti the tiul
November days stere draît-ing near. Allison bat ber ottn
thougbts, anti soute of tbem siere troubledt lougbîs enougb.
But sbe tvaitcd, always patuently, if flot alut-ayts hopefulhy;
anti even at the worst, w-ben she hat i ttle 10 cheer ber, anti
wben she tiared nfot look forwardti 1 %subat thue future
înigbt bel for ber, she stil iùroc t u e J.,) b) da), andi
hour by hou'r, %waiting to iearn Got's %vil, tu-ates et il
rigbî be.

Little change carne 10 the sick muan as frras Allison coulti
jutige, or any oneuelcsc. \\as bc gettiitg bettcr ? If se, bis
progress tousard bealtî t was more mitl îade titan hati
been hopeti. At tiunes bc was restîess anti irritable, anti
spareti neither nurse noir doctor tvhik-lî was taken as a gond
sugn by somne who were Iooking on. But for the r ost
part becwmas quiet enough, taking little beeti oftbe passing
boturs.

Wben MNr. Rainy came un spcak te bîm ouu any malter of
business, be seciteti te rdnse bimself, anti gave tokens of a
clear mind anti a gond menîory îs-uîh regard to those matters
wbucb were puit before bim, wheber thcy pertaîneti to bus owsn
private business, or to that of the estate of blackbhls. But
of bis own accord he rarely allutedto1 business of any kinti,
anti seet, for the rnost part, forgetful of ail that bat ither-
te f'ileti bis life. His frientis came te sec him flots anti then,
anti whie any one was wvtb biunbe scee moveti to a certin
nterest in ts'bat they bati to tell, un the nets s of the tous-f, or un

the events w- bw-cie taking place un Ithe world beyont it, but
bis interest cecased ws-en bis visitor lef't im.

Excepu rom weariness. anti rcstlcssness, and inabuiut y to
nitose, he suffereti little, and bch .d been bo oftcn tuldthuaI the
best hope for bim, thue only chane for resînration tu .a measure
of bealtb in tht future, iay in implicit obedience tc, ail th,'t
toctor andi nurse requiret of buni, th.ut bc learnieu the lesson at
last, antiwas obedicnt anti patient to a degree -bIt migbt svel
surprise tbose who kness- bm best.

It dit flot .dways conte ea.sy to hait, this patient-ceanti obedi-
cnc. There sere turnes us len be Lrukc 'junds, .nd corn-
plaineti, andt.itaened, andi even suture ait hs utan I),ckbon,
ier titi Alisoît berseli escape fron thte hcaring of bitter usortis.

But Dickson took il calrnly, anti bore it as paîrt of bis duty andi
bis tiay's ts-rk.

Il1l'm usel useti ssith t," sait ic. Il Jiis liard words n-aybe
case hum, poor man, andt tey (Io nie flac li."

Andti hcy tii Alison "tue ill " un ont way. SIte %tas too
son-y for hîuîîtot0bc Lngr't on ber osut acotint, andti lstenet I.n
silence. (Orif lie forgot iuîselfiogetber anud gave hcriutany
cf Ibent, site rose îuitiy anti uvent ont of thie roouîî. SIte cx-
pecteti no apology us-cb Ite retuiruie, anti ione 'tas ever of
fereti, ant i bs iii words mtade lier none the less patient
sstbhuaii, anti font tht iess rcady .t ailhunes to <o fatb.
fuliy tht duties wshch shc bat undertaken of ber ow-n fret
wtili.

But lîey matie ber unbappy mtan a unite. 1l'or wiî.îî vi-
ecetbat she that ber satcrifitce usas t.uceptcdilHati she been
prestinupttaus in ber desures.% nt ibes taIbc ight beclier-
utittedti t dosante god o thtis muari, -iîo bat: donc ber so nîucb
evil ?Blat sbe taken up ibis work too liugîtiy un ber ous-n
btrengtb wbucb suas tttaklncbs un lier ousn uustdouut uhist-lias
folhy : Hati she been ut%, use un s.onuung, or uslful un st.iyuig.
Or usab t that she usas not fit to be usct as an insietîiniu t un
Got1às banti to beli. th.ýs man, bc.ttuse she .tliu h.ît dune xirong;
Shre wtatir-d heîs- srî..,h l-.et 0 Yt ,s7'~ughrcst.f th.thei
sacrifice bat been in sa-Ln, anti he. effort .und ber praiyers ail
aike ivain.

For she saw ne token that Ibis man's beart bat been
touç.heti by te discipline tbrouîgb w-bcb e had passed, or that
any word or effort of bers baiaailetito meve hum or te rmaki:
hirn sec bis need of higber belp than bers. Se she greus-
disc.ouragcd n'w antd then, and shsbrunk rom bhis anger
anti bis IlilI w-rts " as frem a blow StilI she saidt t ber-
self :

IlThere s ne turning back now-. Inmust bas-e patience anti
wait."

She bati lcss cause for disceuagement than she supposeti.
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For Brownirig did, niotv and tlien, take to bcart a gently spoken
wvord of bers ; and the words of the book wbicb bis inotier
had loved, and wlîiclî biougbit back to him tire soutid of lits
voice and the sinile in bier kind eyes, -were flot heard aitogeiber
in vain. le lad his own tbouglbts about tbcni, and about AI-
lison lierseif , and at Iast lts tbougbits took tius turnand.Ititclig
to hitu persistently.

IEitber she s ttlling to forgive nie the wrong wbiu-li
she bélieve. I1 did bier, or cisc sbc tlinks that 1 amn goisig to
dlie."

I ickboiidid not Ihave air easy suitet on the niorniig wlien
this tliouglit cause Crst to is mastes. \\'leu Allison carne rit
.she haù uLtter silence for a %while. ltrotwnrig took no notice of
the fiewspaI)er rinbier hand, anid Iooked awvay %%,leun sue took
up the Book suîd slowly turned the leaves. ]lut that had bap-
pencd before, and :lisnn read on a fev verses about the ruler
wluo -aime tu jesuis by nigbit, andi wbo, %vondering, sas(d, "1Iow
cans a inalii be born %vienr lie s old ?"

IAy 'liow indeed ? " inittered Brownruig. llorn
.ugaun. Ali 1 if iliat iiight be!If a tiait couîld have a second
chan' e1"

Anid tiien fils thouglits weuit bat k to tire days ofnits ',uth,
and lie asked iinsel( tuMien and %vbiere lie bad t.iken the first
step .aide front the sig ibt ay, .1îd lbuw It caitie about tb.ît,
lîavisig lbad bis motber for the tirst tbirteen vears of is flfe
lie sbotild bave forgotten lier. No, lie bad not forgottcn lber,
but lie bad forgotten bler teaciings andilber prayers, and lits
own promises mîade to herI tîtat lie would ever ', bate tbat
which is cvii, «andi cicave to that wbuicb is gond," and tbat lie
wvouid strive so to live and serve God that lie migbit conte at
iast to iieet bier %vberc ssh oped to go. WVas it too liste now?
lie sigiietl, and turned bis licad uneasily on the pillowv. Tire
angry look bad ponte out of bis c.yes, and tbey met Allison's
with a question un thein. ]lut lie diti not speak tilf sle sarit
very gently:

"W7 at is it ? Cati I do anything for vouis
lias tbe dottor been saving anytbîng to yoîî of late., lie

.isked. 'Unes lie îbînk tîtat ny tmise îs orne, and tlit I1diii
goung to diec?"

Alihson's face showed only lier surprise lit tire question.
IThe dùc'tor bas said notbung to rie. Are you nut so uweII

WilI I send (or the doctor ?" and she laid lier -ool ingers on
bis lianti. But be nioved it away i.ipatientl%.

IWlat I canna uinderstand is tbat you sbouild bave cornelit
aI. ous must have thought that 1 was -Qing to die or vou

wouildrua bave corne."
IlVes, I îbougbt you înigbt bc going to die. I dîdna tbînk

I wotild bave corne but for that. I1tas sorry for you,and I baiti
done wrong, too, in tbat I1lîadnsa witbstood you. But 1I wislied
to be at peace iwtb vou, andi I tbougbt tbat you migbî be glati
titaz we shoulti forgîve one anotîter aithte last.»

IForgve-at the last ibTere's stra' cornfort un tbat,
l'ni tlinling,' anti not another word was spoken betwecn tluern
tb.ît day. And flot utany %were spokens for a good mrany days
after that.

]lut one rnorning îvbcn Ailison lîad been detaineti anong
ber " aulti wives a lttie 'longer tban usual, shte cane softiy
into tbe roorn, to fini, flot Dickson, but an olti man w-nb car,
keen eves aund soft vbte baur sitting besude the bcd. Hus
bands uere ciaspeti togetbcç 8n tbe top of bis staff, anti bis
face, benign and grave, %vas turneti toward the sick inan.

IlHe seerns to bce asieep," sait AliLson softly, as sbe tircî
near.

IYes, bc seerns to be asleep," said the olti man; but 1
bave a message to hiîm front the Master, anti I cats %vait. tilil he
wakens. Andi tvo nmay you bc? One wbo cournes on an errand
of mercy, or 1 amn greatIv aistaken."

"I1arn a nurse bcre. Ant-i an-tbis mans wife.'ý
She said t in a wliîsper, baving hati no tbougbt a momtent

before of ecr uttering bcetvords.
IAy! Ay' " said the olti man, in tones wlîicb e'.prcs-

seti many tbîngs -surprise, întercst, awakened rerneini-
brance. And tben Allison turneti anti met tbe eycs of ber bus.
band.

- iith e minuster corne to sec you, saîd slie, tirawing
back front bis outstretcbed band.

II -,ay wbere >ouu r sau1dIlbc, taking bold of bier g91n
1;ude stàlI %wherc ýou are."

Illies, 1 wil! bide. It ius l)o,..tor Kirkc Ilio lbas 1.oiiie tosbe
you.

'lt'on have bad a lonîg and sorc tastse of trouble andinu,"
said thec inister gravely.

Il es, but tbc wvorst us ovet now," sai Brow-nrug, bis eycs
stàl fi,,eti on Aliuson*'% hbaîf-aserteti fa. c.

ILet us bope so," saiti the nli mau.n, soieuily.' If tbe
L.nrd's deahing bds been taken to beart and il.s lessoiu learneti,
the .,orst is oser."

]lit bcbad miore to say ilian tl"is. lie %vas by 11o litans
sure tbat in lus sense, or in any sense, the îvorst was over for
ibis mian, wbo bati al l hs life sinneti witb a bîgh banti, iin tbe
sigbt of bie fellow--nuen, as w-cil as in tbe sigbx of bis Mkr
Ilis lieart w-as full of pity, but bc %tas one of thbse w-bose puty
in.itnes tirent to bc faitbful ratber than tender.

IMan, vois have heen a great sinner .îil yonr dys"bc
said, siowiy land soienînly. Niany changes passeti over the
face of B;rownrig as tire iiinstcr 'vent ont, but bie neyecr re-
moveti is eycs fronsthte face of Allison, nor loosestetilbis firni
clasp of bier band.

lFaibfui ' N'es, but yet tender. liow (fuil of pty anti of
enîrcaty was the oit nîan's voice wbcn lhe spoke of onte wlio,
batung sun, yet lo'cs tlue sriner . t Men%%ho bou slow to anger,
full of compassion anti of great nuercy, îlot willung that any
shouild perîb, but tb.st ail, even tbe uorst, bouldid cnep101
hit ianti live!

IAnd, ()unan' ye uccd I litno lcbss iat Yotîî nsy be poing
b.uc.k to your flef agaun. Tie Lord couiti do wouderfnl things
for the like of youi, if ye wvould but let Hunu bave i-is svll o
ye. tbl Ay, s He, ind %wduuog as able, anîd sureiy lie bas
guven >ou .î %-n. ILook aI this %wonîantgýiinbt %%bon,,sil us

,aye wofuilY sênnr-d If site, who ès bus a a u,, dsuntui
unotal, bas% forgéven you, anod s -carng for >ou, and ntài ud save
',nu, bow fars there bectioubt of Iiim who g.t% its îsfe a ian-
Somn for you ? '

A glancec at Alison s face staycd bus wordE. Tben lie knclt
down and praycd--not ini many words-înot as if cntrcatîng
One offentiet or angri, btut One waitirug, looking, lstening,
losing , One "rnigbty to save." And tchc leros anti toucbled
tbe band ofecb andi went silcntly aw-ay.Hati Brownrig faln aslcep? Afliýson slowly turnet iber
face toward him. He lay wvitb closcd tyts, motioniess, anti
there werc tears on bis checks. As Allison tried gcntly to
withdraw- ber band from bis clasp bis cycs opened.
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" Is it truie, Allie ? Have yoîu forgive i ie? "
" I-vvas sorry for you long siutce, eveut before you wcre

burt. I neyer %ivshed ilii to yotu. I cailte îvleuî I lucard iliat
yotu %vere like to (lic, so tîat w-e rigbt forgive one anotîter

Allison hllt goiie aiiost beyuiid lier pow-er Of speeLh by
this timfe, but lie ledt lier fast.

"Oit ' Allie, ye i ilt hie mtadie a gootl uitu o' nie, if ye
liati butt badthte patienice andthle w iii to try.''

Buit Allisoit saitl:
INo, tîtat t ouud îteser have beeti. 1I asuta good i ityseif,

duîti1I%%,as daiet witli trouble.
Ay, poor lassie, ye liae mtuch tô forrive. Buit 1i w-uU iake

.uuîucnds, I1 vvii inake .uiieudb. )i es, un the siglît of Got anid
unan, 1%I wuini tke full aitentis."

Alîisoui couilt bear nto miore. Wluere %vas ut ail to entid
Surely site %vas!,i tîe net uiow, antd is ivas (tiig close upoît
lier, anti sItetouiti îot bear t.lFor a mîomîenît ut carne unto
lier iiiiun< to tice. Buit the tcuiptatuon tut flot linger Igng, nor
tit ilutreturn.

lui lus awcistonuied pIatucei )ic.kon tuas %vautuug.
',t oui iiastc'r reqîuteCà j ou, suui Aîîsoi, .anditliii

slie ;assed oui to lier refuge amtouig the atulti %vives, andi puisu
bodies tri theue ie w.rd beyoiîd. But it w-as flot a refuge
to-day.

IAnti Iow- us ycîuîr patient tîte day, puir mtan?" said she tîlia
was bnsved w-nbh rhîcuuîatusuîî being "l no' fifty yct."

II wt ieard tîtat the uiîîster liad been senit for to sec fim,
s.uud anotîter. -I t is to belîoîîed tîtat lie wuil d(it ii sonie
goodl."

Allison aîîsw-ereti thteuit botlî tîietiy "Ile is jîust as usual.
Yes, the uîinistcr lias been tiiere," anixuoveti on to sornone
cisc.

ut 'tas the hotur w-idi she uistiaîy spent amnong 'hein, anti
sIte %vent (rouit one bcd to anotber, sayuuîg anti ong w-bat was
needeti for the suffrîuîg or fretfnl poor soaufs auttong titeni, an-
âwerung kundiy .and iruîîîy, w-tl ncver.fauîuing patience, tlhe
gratefuilIooks o! soutue, aînd theue dm11ompipîuning of others,
tili the tinte caille wluiclu set lier free to go lier ow-n a
ailun

SIte w-.s the better for the bour tvh;chbisue bat dreadeti
wvluen site first came in. She ne longer feit the toucb of thuat
bot banti on bers, or tlue gaze of tbe cager eyes, îçbicb she bati
mtet witlu sucli sinking of hcart. Slîe was berself again.

"'To think that I shouid grov ftnt-he-arted(. this day of at
days, w-bcn for the first tinilie seened to be toucluet by a goond
muan's words. 1 sbould be rejeicing andt tankful. Anti uvlat.
ever cIsc is truc. it is true that lie w-ho brougbt me bere, kens
the end, tbongb I do not."

Ani so she svent home to lier resu, and the next day w-as
like ail the days, except that tîte suck ntan, as l)uckson put ut,
9wvasna sac ili to do wi." Il becarne evudent to botb doctor

and nuîrse, that Brownrig bad at last taken in tîte thougbî that
Ile îigli,îbc going to dic.le siud notbung for a wbule, but lie
niarketi their svortis and 'vatcheti their %%ays, and wben Dr.
Kurkce caime, wbicb ie titi every few' days, lie listenet i tb
patience, w-icb grev to pleastirc as tirne vent on. WhVen a!
last lie repcated to Dr. F leming birnself, the question wich lie
bati put to Ailison, the don.tot's rallier ambuguons answer td
flot satisfy bim.

"I1 sec you have your 0w-n tbougbts about it," saiti Brown.
rig. I 1think yoiu are nistaken. 1 do flot mean te tic if h
can beip il, I wisb to live, anti 1 mean to live-if s'ucb is God's
v .1," lie a-ded, aIfter a pause. -" l'ni no' going to let myscîf
slip out o' life wviîbout a struggle for it. I bave a strong wili,
whlicb basna aye been guideti to good endis, ye'll say, anti I ac.
knowletige ut. But 'ail ibat a man bath uvll bie gis'e for bis
flfe,' the Bool, says. Ant i ll do my bcst to luve."

The doctor saui notbing.
Il Ils flot that lunitfearet to duc. If ail is truc that Doc;tor

Kirkc bas been saying to nie, w-hy shouult I (car?ý ' ýMore wil-
ling to forgive, than Ve arc to bc forgiven," says bie. Anti I
can believe ut. I do belueve ut. If Alluson Bain can forgive,
surcy Ile w-ll flot refuîse, w-ho us merciful anti fuIl of coin-
passion. Anti I hope-I beleve-that I ain forguven."

Lookîng tipi Doctor Flemîing saw- tbe tears on the sick
m.uns cbeek. That "vas aIl be usas permttedt 1 say for the
limue, for lis strength usas flot great thougb bus itîhiwas strong.
The rest of the dty . .as passed beuiveen sleeping anti ssakîng,
while Allison sat working in silence by the w-ndow'. But bie
rettirructi to bis tieclaratuon in the înorning.

Il es, I miean to live, but for a' that 1 may as w-cIi be pre.
paret for deatb. And you'll senti M\r. lRainy to me thus very
day. lie iflist éut t ouiceushle I neet huuuî-and us-ben l'nat
ut> beàt and able for bim. 1*11 tic nine tîte sooner for settungIl things in ortier to my n mmd."

So tîte next day Mr. Rainy came, andt for a gond many
days, antdivent tbrougl witb hi rnany matters of businîess,
w-hiicb must be attentieti to whetber ne liveti or diei. le was
quite fit for it -a ittie at a limne-?Mr. Rainv declareti. But
aite doctor %vontiereti that bis strengtb helti ont throtigb ut ail.
There w-as no evidiice of failtire -;n sense or jutigment in
ail lie saltî< or Itianneti, thouigb bis nueunory sontctiîutcs sasat
fault.

There was nuchi 10(do, anti sote of il wa!, flot of a nature
to guve cither peace or pleasure to thc sit k si,'an. But it caille
to an cnt at lasI, anti there vre a few- days of quiet tillilbe was
resteti Then lie began again.

I 1nîay lie goung to due, or 1I uîay bc goung to luve. Wbo
can say ? It ntust bce as (.od w-lls. Brut 1hbave settlet i -tb
myself one tbung. Wthcthier I an to luvc or te tue, t us to be un
uîuy own bouse."

Titusa .i to )tkbuiî, uss .b sac.dy v-tb an answe-r
-to pîcase buni.

IlAnti the %ooncr tbe better. sur, say I. The fine frcsb air
o' the hils %woutidset yotu uup snoner thain , theur doctor's boutles
&. lakc 10 do. If ut wtrc ouly à1ay sutscati of Novenuber, I
uvoult say tht sooncr the bettcr."

"Andi 1 3a) tht -ýooner thtbettes .ut thus lte. 'tes, uas
%aIrtnt .a c .,toads i, au,1 h.%st liseit ngth tOLOcn
Andi go üupun. Lut thetcre utusso' tio.nï; niost thungs uben
the silcr ;nioney; ncedna bc consudered, anti w-luc there is a
gooti will to do theun." Ad1drbytelidmrltsn

"Ay, sur, tbat's tuie. At aca h .itmc et
bis ain carniage, anti ye miclut tak' twa days te it, or even
thrcc."

IINo, ne. Tbe sooner tbec journe> couiti bc gotten over
the better. But tbat's a goodt tonght o' yours about the laird'&
carrnage. He'll sent ififas t enough, if 1 but ask it. But I'm
done onît now-, anti l'Il needt t lie still a w-ile, te bc rtatiy anti
a! my best, w-ben the tioctor cornes."

(7o be co.'tinued.).


