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festivals, she is but grudgingly allowed to approach near
the object of veacration, and in some biguted families the
contact of a widow is supposed to pollute the materials re-
quisite for the performance of marriage ceremonies. The
widow is, in fact, lookcd upon asthe * evil one” of the
house. If she has no son or daughter to comfurt her,
or il she has to pass her whole life, as is often the casc,
with her husband’s family, her condition truly becomes a
helpless one.  Duting any ceremony or grand becasion she
has silentty to look on, others around her enjuying and dis-
porting themselves, and if sume kiod relation does not come
to relieve her tedium, she has hardly anything to do but to
ruminate on her present sad, wretched condition, Every
temale member of a family, whether married or tnmarried,
can go to parties, but a widow cannot, and if she expresses
any wish to join the lamily on such occasions, it is instamly
repressed by the curt rebuke of her mother-in-law, or some
oher telation, that ““she is a wid w, and she must not
have such wishes.” —Daveudra ~. Das, in the Nineteenth
Century.

ENGLAND'S NATIONAL VICE.

For the sake of brevity, the capital employed in the drink
trade may be call-d a monopoly held 1n the hands of some
hundreds of distillers and wine merchants, swme thousands
of brewers and publicans, and all these with their servaits,
covering the whole couniry, und numbenng altogether
neesly hall a million of persons. It 1s otwiously thenterest
of these capitalists to drive onward their trade with all
possible activity_and expansion. The greater the demand
the better for them ; the greater the supply the greater the
multiplicativn of the places and the facilitics of sale.  They
do not intend to make the population of the United King-
dom drunk, but ia the prosperity of their trade the facilitics
of drunkenness ase neces-anly multplied and the inciease
of drunkenness is inevitable.  The statistics of the police in
cities and boroughs and throughout thr country are often
quoted to show that intemperance 1s not upon the increase @
but such statistics treally prove nothing. Taey ¢stubit on.y
what may be called crimival iatemperance, that is, drunken-
ness coupled with contiavention of the law. The police
are instructed not to intertere with man or womaan, however
drunk, if they are quict and theur fect can carry th-m home.
They are charged only to arrest those thatare *“ d.ngerously
drunk " or **helpl ssly dsunk.” Such statistics are abso-
lutely valueless in the inquiry we have before us, namely, as
to the extent of the moral, personal, pnivate and public
vicg of imtemperance. It is envugh to call attention 1o the
fact o! the sieady increase, far exceeding the 1auo of the n-
crease in the population, buth in the places where stexica-
ting drink is sold, and in the capital which 15 emploved 1n
the trade.  In the vear 1829 the places of sale were about
50,000 ; they are now nearly 200,000, that is foutfuld ; but
the population has hardly doubled? Eighteen yeats ago,
that is abvut the year, 1858, the capital employed was esti-
mated at $82,000,000. In 1880, it wasestimated at $138,000,-
000. Some years 2g0, in the time of commercial prosperity
and of high wages, the amnunt was estimated at between
$150,000.002 and $150,c00,000. Among all the trades in
this © unty therc is unly vuc that always prospers.  Every
tradc at this moment is depressed, but the drink trade is
always increacing ; fresh capital is always zeady 5 and the
commercial intere-1s of the great capitalists in this monopoly
must always prompt them by all effurts to take advantage
of cvery opening to increase their prfits.  On one side are
tanged the interests of this monopoly, the capital of which
cxceeds the capital employed in our great staples of iron or
colton or cloth ; on th- other are ran ed the welfare of the
people of the United Kingdom, the sobricty of our race, the
order and well-being of humes, without which no common-
wealth can loag endure, for the political order rests vpor
the social, and the social order rests upon the domestic lile
of mea. This is a great controversy and a vital fssue. It
it ou its trial before the supreme tribunal of the pubiic
opinion and of the popular will of the nation 3 and far the

st thisty years the public opinion and the popular will has
teen rising and spreading, resolved to try this issue against
the powerful and growing drink trade 1n behzll of the life
and homes of the people.—Cardixal Manmng, in the
Fortrightly Review.

CICERQ'S LETTERS.

“There are nearly Sco leutets of Cicero now cxtant, be-
sides at least nizeiy letters addsessed to him 5 and we know
that this large collection is 2 mere fragment of the immense
c riespondence that he left behind him. 1t extends over a2
period of less than twenty-five years—i.c., it pives uson the
average a letter for abunt zvay cleven days of the last
twenty-five years of his life.  Tke lettess arc wiittea to all
sorts of people and are of all virictics of siyle. Onlyina
very few instances docs the wiite? scem to have had an
thonght cf their. being published. Their chasm is their
n taralness, their {rankness, their outspokenuess. It is
difficalt to imagine what oat notion of Roman life and
manners, of Roman histery, woold te withuut this unique
owrespondence ; and all this astonishing letter wriing weat
o2 ia tne midst of cvery kind of engagement, and of such
cliims upen the writer's time and thuaghts as few men that
Yave cver lived are exposed to.  Cicero was decply im-
mersed in politics, in lawsuits, in foreign aflairs, in building
bouscs, in writing books, and makirg collections of an
treasures, in travelling, in actoal wardare, yet in the midst
of it alt he was wriling letters, long and shont, at 2 mic
which only x professional journzlist nowadays could think
of arning off. Somclimes pedantic and sometimes affected
in his other writings, Ciccio is neves so in his letters,
There he is always natural, and therz yoa have the best sice
of the man shown us. The letters were written from his
heart—1I mean the familiae letters.  He writes becanse bhe
hzd 2 longing to communicate bis thooghts to his friends—
10 other words, because he had a craving for the sympsthy
of those ho loved. I belicve that will be found to be the
real secret of 31l gued letter writing,  If a women sitsdown
10 write as Mme. de Sévigné did, or as Pope did, with a

view 10 an outside public, and only half a thoug}xt for the
friend or 1elative addressed, you will never get really natu-
ral letters, There will always be a false ring about them.
More than one book has been published dusing the last lew
scars, the author af which has beenextremely careful to tell
us in his preface that it was never intended for publication ;
that he was very much surprised indeed, when it was urged
upon him that he shuuld acwually prnt his letters ¢ Noth:
ing had been further from his inteation,  The lettess were
written in the first instance to X, or Y, or Z, etc. Yet we
can hardly read a page without feeling quite certain that X,
or Y, or £, was only a peg to hang the lettess on, which
were most surely addressed to a larger outs.de giublic, whom
the author never lost sight of from the mement he took his
pen i1 hand till the moment he lad it down.—Z4¢ Nane-
teenth Century.

NONE WILL MISS THEE.

Few will mics thee, Friend, when thou
For 2 month in dust hast iain.
Skitius hand, and anxious brow,
Tongue of wisdom, busy brain—
All thuu wert shail be torgot,
And thy place shall know thee not.

Shadows frumn the bending trees

O’'er thy luwly head may pass,
Siphs frum every wandenng breeze

Stir the long, thick, churchyard grass—
Wilt thou heed them? No; thy sleep
Shall be dreamless, calm and deep.

Some sweet bird may sit and sing
«Qn the matble of thy tomb,
Soon 10 flit on joyous wing
From that place of death and gloom,
On some bough to warble clear ;
But these soags thou shail not hear.
s
Some kind voice may sing thy praise,
Passing near thy place of rest,
Fondly talk of ¢* ather days "—
But no throb within thy breast
Shall respond to words of praise.
Or old thoughts of * other d.ys.”

Si- ce so flecting is thy name,
Taleat, b auty, powes and wit,
It were we'l that without shame
Thou in Gud’s great buok were writ,
There in golden words to be
Graven for cternity. —Chanbers's Journal.

“DANIEL DEFOE.

Daaiel Defoc is the first of modern novelists, or, to speak
more correctly, he is the cons ecting link between the 1deal
romance and the nouvél of real hite. e was hifty-eight when
he wrote ** Robinson Crusos.” As Richardson- ail his life
wrote letters, so ** unabashed Defoe " throughout his easeer
practised the art to which hisnovel owed its success.  Real-
1sm was demanded by the age and was congenal to the
character of the wnter; an appearance of veracity was
necessary to 1o move the prejudice te works of imagination.
Ta.te 2ad .wung compl tey round in the vioence of
1t> Tecoit {roin heroic rumance.  Insieid of choosing princes
and princesses for heioss and Lervines Defue, in his sce-
undary novels, sceks his characters am: ng the dregs of the
population. 1lc writes without fire o7 poctry 3 makes litite
or no cflurt to analyze or develop character 3 rarely appeals
to passisn ; creates no plo} which his actors work out, 20d
which, by its evolution, displays thar moltives and feehngs.
His greatest ‘novel comlines intense originaliy with the
cxistence of commonplace. His power lies in producing
illusion. in giving an air of autheniicity to fictitivus narra-
tion. The eff ct is produced by the frankness with which
he takes the reader inio his apjatent confidence, the accu-
racy and superfiuity of his details, his judicious silences, and
the seeming carciessness with which he drops his unim-
portant stitches.  Iafinitz pains are taken to divert the at-
teation of the reader from the psychological and woral im-
possitalities of his stozies, the mind of Robinson Crusoc or
of the man Friday. A litetary apportunist as well as 2
literary trader, he took 2 buciness-hike view of hisart. Al
his best compasitions ate fives de cirsonstane based on re-
cent o7 coricmporaty events, The *° Memoirs of 2 Cava.
lict " and the ** Journal of the Plague Vear ™ weiessrpested
by facts w-ith {cll almost within his own recollection, and
which were fresh in the memoty of the public.  ** Robinson
Cru-oc ™ was, of cousse, founded on the adventures of Alex-
ander Selkitk, who was sescoed from the Istand of Juan
Fernandez in 1509. Defoe's talent is that of circumstan-
tial favention. In his own limited ficld he is tnsurpassed §
but the true nove! could not thrive in soil which was tarren
of sentiment or of character. It was necessary to dest
Lefore it was possible o build.  In his olject and in hav
choice and treatment of saljects, Defoe stands in the kald-
st contrast to the wtiters of the heroic romarce.  The fan-
tastic faliric of the old ideal tales of chivalty and senument
was levelled to the ground ; the fosncations of the new con.
stroction were laid in the barest possible sealistn,—TRe
Querterly Revic.

Tie Rev. A, N. Mackray, M.A., of Torquay, who ze-
cently declined a aali from Grange Free Church, Edinbomh,
to the regret of many friends withont 25 well as within the
Grange. has received 2 most harmonious czll trom the
Charch at Croydon.

Tuzerz are 146 Protestant agencics in the British Empire,
the Coatinent and the United States, which spend annually
at lcast $12,514,005 on {oreige missions propes to heathens,
Mohammedans and jews; whilc the Papal and Greek

Churchis sjxaad almat $2,000,000 2 year.

British and fprcign. |
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Tue Rev. R. O. Young, of Furtrose, died recently in the
eiphty fourth year of his age.

MR. DILLWYN, M.P., will move next scssion in favour of
the disestallishment of the Chuich of England 1n Vales.

Mi. ot SUMstERs, M. P 1s to move a resolution in
favour of the removal of bishops from the House of Lords.

Mu, MowBRAY MORRIS is writing the volume on
s Claveshouse * for the ** Enplish Worthies ' series of brief
bivgraphies.

Mx. Makk J. Stewart, M.P., opened a bazaar at
Stranraer in 2id of the zenana mission, at which a large sum
was obained.

Tue Rev. Di. Munro Gibson, of London, and Rev. Jas.
Davidson, pastor, conducted anniversasy sesvices in Finuart
Chusch, Greenook.

THE largest Satibath school flower show in Great Btitain
ist cone held in connection with the Aldenham institute
in Gotdingion Crescent.

Mg. Guxn, Caithness, has been appointed assistant to
M. McKenzie, Beauly, in soom of Mr. Wm. R. Calder,
who has left for Halifax, N. S.¢

Tug Rev. Dr. George F. Pentecost has been the guest
fur some days at Culzean of Lord and Lady Ailsa, and con-
ducted religious services in the castle.

THe sum of $37.535 has been collected this year by the
Poor Clergy Curputatin. Aschdeacon Farar testifies tothe
freat suffering o}xtxhc cleigy from poverty.

A MEDALLION in marble of the late Rev. John Under-
wood has been placed in Kirkcudbripht Church. Itis the
work of Mz, Stuant Burnett, A.R.S.A., Scot.

THE appointment of Mr. R. J. Kyd, assistant, Dalry, to
Sicvenson, has been sustained b, the Presbytery, the objee-
tions Leing found iovalid. An appeal was taken to the
Sycod.

Tie annuzl Synod of the Old Catholics has been held in
Vienna. Invitations wese scat to many members of the
Church of England and the pastors of the Evangelical
Church in Austria.

11 is alleged that although Government allows $10,0002
year for the relipious improvement of the Highlands and
islands there is not a singic Gacelic-speaking student mission-
ary in any town in Scotland.

CARDINAL LAVIGERIE, of Algiers, is arranging with the
Pope and the cungregauun of the Piopaganda Fide thedetails
ol hi« plan for the osgamzatson of Catbohic missions 1 Afnca
on 2 very comprehensive scale,

THE Rev. R. Lawson, of Maybele, is about to add to his
racy lucal volumes a littile work on the Covenanters. It is
sure to be full of life—~an indcpendent study, and not merely
2 reproduction of old materials.

Tuz Presbyterian Alliance are sequesting the Churches to
se'ect delegales for 2 meeting 16 be held in October in
Edinburgh fer the purpose of considering the question of
co-operation in the mission ficld.

Two stained glass windows have been placed in Kitk-
newton Chusch, in memosy of the late pastor, Dr. H, Wal-
lis Smith. The designs have reference to the main divisions
of his published lectures, ¢ The Pastor as Preacher.”

Mgr. Picron, M.P., is to move the appointment of a
committee by the House of Commons to inquire into and
1eport upon the revenues of the Church, especially as to
their nature, oiigin, total amount and local distribution and
application.

DR. BLACR, of Inverness,and Mr. Mackenzie, of Kilmallie,
opened the nuw Free Church v Suzathpefler. It will hold
ncatly 800, and has cost $10,000. The colizctions on the
openiny; day were $300.  The church is to be under the
charge of Mz, M*Dongall, Foddeny.

Tue Swatow medical mission hospital is the lariest of
the kind in Chinz. Froma report it is learned that no fewer
than 3,867 in-paticats have been treated during the year,
while of out-patients there have been 1,770. Overeighty
patients declared faith and desired baptism,

Stk GEZORGE BOWEN states that, during a period.of
twenty years, when he was governor of threc of the prind-
pal auloties of Australasia, he had some twenty miaisters,
of whum =carly onc-half were Scotsmen, while out of
cight or ninc p ime mnisters three were Glasgow men.

THe southern section of Knockbain Free Chursch congre-
gation, who opposed the ercction of the new church at Mun-
1 chy, have resolved to claim the old building, to ignore
the pastor, Mr. Macleod, for what they aliee to be his par-
tiality {or the nonh section, and to engage a minister to
officiate.

Mr. A. FULLARTON, an esteemed clder in Free St.
Peicr’s, Glasgow, dicd lately in.his scventy-first year. A
native of Gicenock, he was one of the rarliest associstes of
the late Mz, Joha Dualop in the temperance movement.
Forscven yearshe wasa director of the Scottish Temperance
League, and latterly he has been a director 1a the Free
Church Temperznee Socicty.

PROFZSSOR GRAMAM, of Lordon, and D:. Alex. Wallace,
the pastor, <o docted special services in East Campbell
Strect Church, Glasgow, in conneclion with the isaugura-
tion of the neworgan. The collectinns amocnted to $2,360.
W hije the church has been closed the congregation worship-

d with their next-door ncighbours 1n East Campbell

trect Free Chusch, of which Rev. John Russell, B.A., is
pastor. .

Dr. M. S. JOHNSTONE, of Minnigaf, has beet presented
with a congratelatory xddress by his Presbytery on com-
picting his fticth year as ministerin the parish, and veceiv-
15 the depree of D.D. from Edinbargh University. The
Eatl of Galloway presented a second address from the con-
gregation, and Dr. Jehnstone received another from ‘the
kitk sexsion of Greenock, Cadzow xnd Torphichesn, in
which parishes his soxs are ministers.




