
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. (juLv 71iu, 1896.

12
Fitttet ol mercies, ln Thy ivord

Wliat endiess glory Ahines %
klor ever b e Ihv naie adared

liere tue Redemer's %welcoîne voice
Sireadis hcavenly pence arounti

And Ilile and evculaling JeO'à
Attend the blissful sound.

Oh., may these hielveniy pages lie
NMy ever itear deliglit

Andi still new beauties nray I sec,
And st i ncrcasing ligiri 1

Divine instructor, gracieus Lord,
le Thou forever neai ;

Te.acli tne te love thy sactcd NVord
And '<itw Miy Saviaur dicre.

Scarchlithe Sctiiuturcs."
13

Singq them over again te sie,
MWonderfui words of Lire i

Let mec more of thei, tieauty s"c,
MWOakritii words nt Lire

%v'ords or lire amd i kutv.
Tench nie fath and duty.

Ref.-lenuitui %velds, wonieilui words,
W'%ondesffuim ords of Lift.

Christ, thre blessedl One, gives to ail
%Vunadeui wotds of Lite t

Sinners, list ta thre Iovine. cati,
%Vondertui words of Lite 1

Ail se trecly given,
Wooing us ta litiven.

Ref.-eauicul Word$, etc.

Sweetly echo the Gosltel caii,
%%Vnndetfu words of I.ife

Offer pardon anti pence to ail,
WVondcu u words of Litle I

jesus, anly Saviour,

talce up ail tire ceuriffes of tire world la detail, and
ninke mentian cf tirent systenticstily before Geti?
Tiîerc arc persans wha have atttmpteti ta do titis
vvry day of their )ives, wite othters divide tlie ivarît
int portions, andi take these up an successive cinys.
I hope 1 înay flot cffend any lieaters If 1 venture ta
reconîmenti tue use of a prayer-beak, whvli I have
fêuti of service, nti whilh can be liat frein the
ilhelves of Nicssri. Keitir johnston & Co. 1 mean a
packct atlas, triclt shouiti bc spread like IHe2ekiair's
letter belore the Lord, anti bc gante ot'er carefully
(ram day ta day, and freom Vear te year, se tiat evcry
kingdam, capital, Islandi anti acean shal bce individu.
aily remenibercd. *If titis werc dont un an exten-
sive scale among Christiatu, blcssed ;ssues would
ensue.

The answer ta yaur prayers nîay conte by God's
sending Vau as evangciists or settiers ta the very
landis for wvhich yau have prayed ;or by cnabling
yau ta write a volume wiîich may stir tue rnissionary
activity cf hundretis, or ta prepare hymns tirat nîay
bc sung in every handi anti tangue. Goti may enable
you, by yeur atidresses as mînisters, prafeisars anti
lnymen, ta reuse cangregatians andi entire Synods ta
their duty to the lîcathen, as well as ta caîl forth the
Chîristian entlîusiasmn cf young inen in aur callegcs
anti univcrsities ; anti mothers in lsraci, like Hannah,
Loais andi Eunicc, niay, thtrough prayer, bre the mens
of sending forth a Carey, a Henry Mlartyn, a Duffl
a William Burns, a Stanley Smithr, or a Studd. 1
beieve that the Day will ticclare tirai solitary indu-
î'iduais have, shmply by tircir prayers, prevaileti tu
introduce the Gospel inta vast and pepuleus damin-
ions.

'ACTION.

Sanctity for ever. But prayer must bre asseciated with act ion, la
Wel.-eautiiul words, etc. view of te seemingly insoluble problent, ltow the

14 muititudinaus populations of the worlti arc ta ire
jastjs LOVES mit. reacheti with the Gospel, and aur rcadiness te taint

j esus loves me-TItis 1 know. ai tht thouglît cf the impracticability ef the efroan,
ior the Ilibl'e tells nie so; 1 would venture te ask, WVas the condition of mani-

Tile nies îîc, Hiot bleorng lae ne inti, let us say sucir as it is at tis marnent, actuaily
C'Ao. - e'sus lo eis, je s lvsm, present ta #ie eyc of Christ Mien He gave the ira-

Vmes, Jesus loves rite, the Bible tells nie tu. perative commission, IlGo, and make disciples ot ail

jesus l'es nie, lie who dicd nations'*? Ur, on tht ather hanti, are we te suppose
lcv'sgatle a pen %vide. that tue commission 'vas anly temperary, anti tirat

[le il ivasi away niy sun. now. wvith i.ooo milliions to-day stili waiting ta bce
Let lits lite chiad corne an. evangeliteti, He weuid say ta us . Tht business is tae

Cho. - es, Jesus loves mie, etc. wcighty, tire commission is. accordirîgly suspendcd
Jesus loves trc, le will say anti no !onger in force? PaFr my part, I connai bring
Close bestule me ail Ilite wa>' ; nsi ebieeta n hnehstknpaei
Il 1 lave Iim, wshet, 1 dieayeft eiv htaycag a ae lc n
He wui taite rat borne un hîgh. thre commission or in the obligation te fulil it. In

CA4o- es, Jesus loves nie. etc. tirai case 1 must put niyseil in the p'-sition of those
criginaily atidresseti by the Lard Jesuit, andi recagnize

E VANGELIZA 770N OF THE WVORLD. that the command is binding on nie ia commun witir

11Y REV. A. N. sONIitkVILLE, n.». others ta lay out nmy Ilile in the executian et it. Tis
coesidiera tien must sustain me in tht face cf ail incre-

In lits address as Moderator cf tht Fret Churcir duihy. anti ai the ridicule that may be launciret
Genciai Assembiy, Dr. bamerville said: !n effcrtng agains: nie. It vnay net bre ours ta convert the werld;
some practical suggestions, 1 must r.ot be supposeti ta but Our Commatder's arders are explicit, te carry the
Ovellook tic urgent claimrs cf our couatryrnen ai haine, glati tiings te every seul.
even ot their temporal necessities. Blut niy prescrit ,May it nat bce tit, insteati cf tht commission wan-
tireme is tte foreign fieldi. Ont question 1 have ta Put 'îng in its ternis, kt is only now. when the ivorîti tecins
is, Are Ive r-eaiiy wtlling ta fate the unterprise nîticli with 1440 millions af sinners, that the four "lAils" cf
Cist sets before us ? MNucb depends on whiat I Chitsmajestic utterance are startîng inte their full
rnay cai sou, for tis objert. By that I mcan tire significance anti brilliaacy, like the four angular stars
possession et an overmastcring stase ai obligation in tire constellation et tht S1outhcrn Cross?
ta fulfil Christ's commission, confidence in thre Lord's Ail power is given unie Me.
prorniseti presenice in tire discirarge cf i, an invin- AI! nations go ye and disciple.
cible assurance tirai the prcaching cf the Cross is the Ali my co-'.rnaadments teacir thîem ta observe.
ane hnstrumeataiity for the conversion cf inen, reli- Ail the days tiil tire endi ef tht world I arm whth
ance on His providence te open doors of entrance int you....
kingdoms, anti mare than ail, a burning love te The time is surely conte %viren the entire Chris-
Christ Himselt, an unfaltering enthusiasm for lte tiznity of thre British Isies siroulti be arouseti ta meet
salvation cf men, an inflexible determinatian ta per-
severc, conquer or die.

PRAYER.
In regard to tiîc %vorld's evangelizatien, encugir

cannai be saîid of tire importace of Pe-ayer. Tire
greatest, tic mas: responsiblz, tire busiest andi most
successfiî servants that Christ ever bad divideti r
functions it twa departments. " 'mWe will give our.
selves cantiiuaiiy ta prayer anti te tire ministry of
tce Word." Wirat wvould bce thought cf'dividing tire

îwelvc heurs cf aur day by giving six heurs ta prayer
for tire Gospel, and six ta tire îninistry et thre Word?
Hati ail Chrrist's servants acted i hus, coutil any ane
estirnie has'v mighty the result% -oild on the ivanti
be to-day ?

Would it net bce %vell ceuiti we train ourseives ta

the ever-accumulating necessities et a dyiag worhd.
Apart tramn thre rawpant rnaterialism anti supercilieus
agnosticism abroat inh soeiy, therr is undoubtediy
ta tht Chuircires a %vitesprcati indifférence, a iurking
scepticisnt, an igîiaritg aftie saving doctrines et tire
Go5pel, tire substitution of ritual observances in place
of tire new birtit and spiritual lift. Iatittd titre is a
strange bligiri restiag even un those who are evan-
gelicai. Anti tirere is a pretty general camplaint cf
an absence of pawer ia thre ministration s cf the
Cirurcir generally, tirai ier services are uninleresting
anti even wearisome, while few conversions are saiti ta
bre taking place uhder tire ortiinary mninistry ; anti tire
irearis ai manj are sinking wirîin themn tram tire ap-
parent hopessness, et any change for tire boîter.

Mfay îlot the inqu;ry bc suggested whethci -!ie un.

satisfactory and Incffcctive condition of things Is flot
traceabic ta the Ciiurch's lnscnsibiliky ta thc mandate
of Christ? Mlay not the wvitldrawal cf power (rom
the Churcs ini part bc acrountd for by thcir neglect
ta fulfil the great coninand ? Doe.n fot Christ's coin-
mnission warrant suchi an infrence-'l Go, niake disci-
ples of ail tntions ; andi, lu, 1 n witiî you, even ta
the end of the world 1 ? Can the Cliurch wender
shouiti Christ withdra:v pover tram lier, --vent ln her
homne ministrations, whcn site doecrts tic spclal
duty for the discliarge of whlch 1-is abiding prcsencc
%vas promisei? On the ollier hanti, coulti we con-
ceive of any nic-ins more iikely ta Icati ta an extensive
revival of viti i religion in the Chu:ch nt large, than
Ilian she shouLid be starttil into action-by thc-trum-
pet call ta ariive, go forth, and subdue the kingdoins
for Christ ? Werc the Churciies ta realize that tic

'4unction oftheir existence is ta sprcad Chribt's rame
in tc carth, wouid flot the rcsuit bearresemblance ta
wliat is prom-sed ta the Gentiles wvhcn lsrael is re-
stored-life froni the dead ?

Is not the case such as tu dcmanti the sinmediate
attention cf ail the Chlirches af the world te recon-
sider Clhrisî's command, and in vicw cf the races ycî
in darkness, and cf the overwhcining increase in the
population cf thc wvorld (experts estimating thitt dur-
ing the iast hundred yeirs it has even doubleti), tu
lay te hicart what cqIn bie unitedly déne ta mci the
exigencies bimankind? Is tua subject notwarthy cf
international conférence? We have J'an.Prcsbyterian
andi Pan-Anglican Councils; whly net a Pan.lMis-
sionary or l'an.Evangclistic Council ?

FORAIS FOR PUBLIC PR E ER.

MR. EDITOR,-l have seen a short acceunt cf the
proceedings in the Syuod of tht Presbyterian Chutch
cf England. 1 arn rcjoiced ta sec a growing feeling
there, and in atller portions of aur Presbytcrian
Churches aise, in faveur of forrns cf prayer fat
optional, use in aur public worship. It has been
ratiier aur boast for a long time that wvc have nathing
but exteniporary prayers ; but as a gentri rult it is
net a thing we can afford ta bc proud of. It is quite
thc reverse, both as regards their mariner or their
malaer. Marly cf us ini the pcws tedt the difficulty cf
failowing in a reverential, devational and intclligent
way the thoughts and modes cf expression af mast af
cur ministers. They btstcw thougnt and care upoî%
their se:nians, but tlîey appear ta trust te the spur cf
the marnent in tlîcir prayers, and it cannat be-saiL.
that generally they are ta the use cf edifying.

It is a very common errer among the present
generatian of Presbyterians te think that aur present
usages have been arnangst us since tht beginning cf
aur history as anc of the Churches ef the Reforma-
tien. WVe dling ta this errer with a religieus and
Jecwish tenacity, butit was not se from the beginning,
or for a considerable time thereafler. As Scotch
Presbyterians, we cry "Krex, Knox,-" but we do net
the things whtch Knox diti. Most cf aur people leck
upon tlt modes of public warship which we se
jcalausly adhere te as if they had the sanction af
Knox's extample andi instructions jyet 1 untderstand it
is a bistarical, thougi net generally knawn, tact that
aur Church, Mien it cast off Rome uinder Knax, andi
fer nearly a century thereafter.-. useti "Tht Boolk of
Camniaon Order," commonly calied "John Knoxs
Liturgy.»

1 arn glati ta set Rev. Dr. Fraser, my ald paster
while i resideti in Mantreal, taking part in the Englisa
Presbyterian Syned in secking te revive this ancient
anti gocti usage cf ur Church in the tirne cf Kno%.
Dr. Fraser maveti for a cammittee ta prepare forms
of prayer for the approvai of next Synoti, anti the dis-
cussion seemeti favourabie te tc eptienal use cf a
Liturgy.

.Is it net time that a step %vas taken in the Prcsby-
terian Church ta Canada in the saine ditcction, andi
thaz. cangregatians even now shoulti have tht sanie
liberty in this matter as we air.-ady have in the use cf
the organ ? 1 wiIi bc glati if this short letter Itads te
a discussion in aur Church papers af titis inuch
needeti reformatian, ar, if 1 niay be allawed ta use thre
ward, rci-reformatien; for it wiiî bc eniy reverting t-a
the better usage in public prayer during the first cen-
tory af the Scattisli Referniation.

Perhaps sente of cur clergy witI lie drawn eut cn
thre histarical question and othier points, but I hope
the lay thought of -our Church wiil aise bc f-xpressed.
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