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and inferior race, observed that exclusive devotion to onle
pursuit and few ideas is known to give contracted sculls. It
is difficuit perhaps for those to whomn one pursuit and one
set of subjects are to be their daily bread to know how
far they may with safety indulge in collateral studies. But

they can be had. An absolute singleness of pursuit almnost

means a mind always in one attitude, an eye that regards
every object, howevtr rnanyside', from one point of view-
an intellectual dietary beginning and ending with oue article.
Good sense and modesty obviate a multitude of mischiefs,
but the exclusiveness of which 1 now speak, is in itself
prone to serious evils. It loses the benefit of the side-lights
which the kingdoms of knowledge cast upon one another.
It disposes each man to exaggerate the force and value of
his own particular attajoment, and perhaps therewith his
own importance. It deprives the mind of the refreshment
which is healthfully afforded by alternation of labour, and
of the strength as well as the activity to be gained by ai-
lowing varied subjects to evoke and put in exercise its
wonderfully varied powers.

11Sa much, gentlemen, for your future callings and your
actual studies. As to the temper in which you should set
about them, you have little need of exhortation, and my
closing words under this head shall be few. Be assured that
every one of you has bis plçce and vocation on this earth,
and that i resis with himself to find it. Do not believe those
who too lightly say nothing succeeds like success; effort,
gentlemen-honest, manful, humble effort-succeeds by its
reflected action, especially in youth, better than success,
which, indeed, too easily and too early gained, flot seldomn
serves, like winning the first throw of the dice, to blind and
stupefy. Get knowledge alI you can, and the more you get,
the more you breathe upon its nearer beights their invigor.
ating air, and enjoy the widening views, the more you will
know and feel how smail is the elevation you have reached
in comparison with the immeasurable altitudes that yet te.
main unscaled. Be tborough in ail you do, and remember
that, though ignorance oten may be innocent, pretension is
always despicable. But you, like men, be strong, and the
exercise of your strength to.day will give you more strength
to-morrow. Work onwards, and work upwards; and may
the blessing of the Most High soothe your cares, clear your
vision, and crown your labours with reward."

TUE ANNEXA TION AGITATION.

U NE or two of the more sensational papers on the
other side are trying hard at preserit ta get up a

talk about Canadian Indepen-lence and Annexation to
the States ; and are even declaring that Canada
is full of the idea, and ail but ready for the final
coujr. Anything more absurdly away fromn the facts
could not easily be imagined. Our readers, we are
sure, have not seen the slightest intimations of such an
agitation being in progress and will be astonished
when toid that they are preparing ta part cor 2 pany
with Great Britain. A few years ago the correspond-
cnt of a New York paper staid at the samne hotel in Ot-
tawa with a friend of ours, and the two becamne very in-
timate. As thegrotesquely inaccurate (ta put it mildly)
descriptions of men and things came back in print aur
friend took the liberty of saying -. "1-low possibly
could you write such things? lau know they have
nat a shadow of fact ta stand upan." The ariswer
was as frank as it was characteristic :"I1 am sent here
te write startling, sensational things; and I do it. It
is a mere question of bread and butter. If I did nat
supply the article wanted I should lose my situation.»~
That frank, outspoken individual is perhaps still alive.
If nat, he has at any rate successors who can do bis
Cispiriting " as courageously and with quite as scant
an amaunt of material ta work upan.

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIO NS.

y OU have attended your New Vear prayer meeting,
it has been a--time af deep feeling and solemnity,

yau have reviewed the past and felt how far short yaur
life has fallen of the requirements of the Gospel and
your ewn privileges. In view of this yau have re-
soived that by God's grace the future shahl be bette]
than the past, mnore worthy of the profession you have
made. But perhaps the feeling has been vague, it bas
nat taken definite shape and form ; wanting this it
will be like " the merning cloud and the early w
-pass speedily away and leave no trace behind. Suf-
fer us ta irtdicate in a few words son channels af
action into which these feelings mnay flow and carry

blssng wth them. Leàt them affct:

absence will make ne diffrence ; it dees ; it is an en-
couragrnent ta those who do came, the absent will hear
of it and feel it as a reproach. Do not begrudge
your means ; you are a steward for the Master. What
have you that you have net received ? Give freely, as
God bath prospered you.

3. Vour Sunday School.-Teach, if you can ; if not,
encourage those who do, by shewing interest in their
work. Help by sending scholars. Visit when you can ;
and give of your substance for the carrying on of the
w ork.

4. The Home Missionary Work.-Don't let your
sympathies and efforts be confined te your own church.
Through the length and breadth af the land there
is work ta be done, there are struggling Christian

pastors, hardly worked and poorly paid ; vast districts
calling out for the Gospel. Let them have your sym-
pathies, your prayers, and your aid-the fields are
white for the harvest. Don't rest with praying the
Lord of the harvest ta send forth labourers, help
them ta go.

5. Our Colleges.-The future of aur churches largely
depends upon our cohieges; make them strong, efficient,
not leave them needy and struggling, and they wili
send forth men who will be a power for the Church ef
God.

These are far from being aIl, but if your heart moves
eut in sympathy ta these, it will not rest on them, but
will look abroad and rejoice te aid se far as possible,
in everything that tends ta elevate and bIess human.
ity. Thus your New Year resalutions will bear pre.
cious fruit, and you yourself will be a better ando
happier man._________

THE new Presbyterian church at Selkirk, Manitoba
was opened on Sabbath, 28th December. Rev. Dr
Black preached in the morning, Rev. W. Casson ir
the afternoon, and Rev. Mr. Matheson, of Springfield
in the evening._________

AT a meeting of the Home Mission (Sub) Cern
mittee, held in Toronto last week, the Rev. W. ID
Russell, of Montreal, was appointed as second mis

1sionary for the men on the Canada Pacific Railway
The Committee hope ta appoint, at the meeting ii
March, a missionary for Sauit Ste. Marie, ta succeei
the Rev. J. R. McLeod, who returns ta Ontario ii
May. Ministers and licentiates of aur Church, c
members of the senior classes in aur Theologica
Halls, who desire such an engagement, should corres
pond with the Convener of the Home Mission Coir
mittee-Dr. Cochrane-on or before the first c
March. ________

r THE young ladies of the Bible Clans of the Firs
Presbyterian Church, Brockville, called at the Mans,
on Monday evening, Dec. 22nd, and presented th,

*wife of their pastor, Rev. G. Burnfield, with an addres
tand a beautiful silver cake basket and butter coolei
tMr. Burnfield thanked the young ladies most warm]

and heartily for their kindness te his wife, and bot]
he and Mrs. Burnfield feit, when they saw themselve

5surrounded by those bright yaung faces, that th
tvalue of the gift was increased a thousandfeld by th

love which prompted it.

A SOCIAL meeting under the auspices of the Your
People's Association, of St. Matthew's Presbyteria
church, Osnabruck, was held on Friday evening, th
26th uIt. About five hundred were present. Rt

rfreshinents in great abundance were served in th
1vestry. After some time had been spent in pleasai

social intercourse, the programme of the evening cor
r menced : the Rev.- D. L. McCrae, pastar of the coi

e gregation, in the chair. The Rev. Prof. Campbel
s M .A., of Montreal, delivered a lecture on " Develol

ment." The learned lecturer was applauded througi
out, and at the close received a hearty vote of thanl
from a delighted audience.

f IT has remained for the canny Scots of Dunferimliî
y ta loak a gift-horse in the mouth very keenly, andi
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DOOKS AND11 1rAGAZINE9.

Canadian MIetkodist Magazine, 97anuary, x88o.
A very good number of a very good magazine.

Thte Presbyterian Record.
The Presbyterian Record," for January, cornes out

in much improved style. It is certainly both cheap
and good.

Thte Homiletic Monthly.
"The Homiletic Monthly," for January, has a goodly

supply of sermons, outlines, hints, texts, etc., which,
if wisely and honestly used, may be exceedingly hélp-
fui to many in their efforts for the advancement of the
cause of Christ.

Casse?.? Family Magazine, Decenber, 1879.
Canadian Edition. Toronto: J. P. Clougher.

"Casseis' Family Magazine"» has long been an es-
tablished favourite. This Canadian edition is exceed'
ingly well got up, and wili no doubt command, as it

rdeserves, a very wide circulation. The new volume
begins with the* December number which is just pub.

Ilished in Toronto, and is an exceedingly attractive
ýf >one. When consultations are being held as te what

periodicals shail be taken during the current year, let
s not this one be overiooked. We may add that the

ýt Canadian edition is printed from the English plates,
but on better paper and at a much lower price.

-T/he Cathl/w/àPresbyterian.
London: James Nishet & Co. Toronto: James Bain

a & Son.1
Some months ago the readers of the "Céatholic Pres-

byterian"' enjoyed a rich treat in the shape of an ar-
ticle on Mission work, taken from among the unpub-

n lished papers of Dr. Livingstone. In the December
, number they will flnd, from the same source, a paper

on "lThe Transvaal Boers," which is specially inter-
esting artd important at the present time, as throwing

-light on the causes of the trouble in South Africa. Ini
the article on" Metrical Versions of the Psalms," some
passages from the Scottish version, commonly knowu
as Rouse's, are piaced in juxta-position with carres-

nponding passages from a version by Milton, te the
d evident disadvantage of the latter. Under the cap-

ýn tien I"Samson Agonistes," the Rev. R. Balgarnie
r makes a well-marked point in exhibiting the power of
al individualismn in religion as distinguished from the

Sunited action of numbers. There is but one contribu-
' tien of American autharship. It is an I"The Legiti-
1 mate Province of Biblicai Criticism,"X by kev. Dr.

Sloane, of Allegheny, and will repay a careful perusal,

stas will the remaining articles, which for want of space
;e we cannot even mention.

e Thte Complète Home.
ss By Julia McNair Wright. Philadelphia, U.S.A.; ahd

r. Brantford, Ont. : Bradley, Garretson & Co.
ly In the full titie, only a part of which we have given

-h above, this book dlaims, and that justly, to be "An
es Encyclopaedia of Domestic Life and Affairs.» The
te arrangement is topicai, the style conversational, and
ie the book is therefore aIl the more readable ; but, by

means of a very full aiphabetical index, any one of the
multitudinaus subjects whereof it treats can be found at

g9 a moment's notice. To say that Mrs. Wright has ex-
in hausted her theme would perhaps be rash, but it is
he difficult te point out where she has failed. She tells
-- how to cook a potato and rule a household, heal a
ie burnt finger and choose a friend. She condemns thin-
nlt soled shoes and socialism, defends "lAlladin " and
n- the Bibie, advocates early hours and practical re-
ýn. ligion. As a writer who regards the family as a di-
Il, vine institution, and whose object is to strengthen the
'P- ties which bring its members together, Mrs. Wright

h-deserves the thanks of the cammunit)', and that ex-
ks pressed in the most tangible way by the wide circula-

tion of her volume, the only objection te which is that
nie it is too large and censequenti)' tee expensive for
te many who would benefit much by its perusal.


