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towards thebedroom door. There wasno
light in the house. We called out who is
there ? but received no answer. We both
remained quiet, thinkiug that it was the
Samoan teacher coming to tell us the
cause of the noise. Suddenly our bed-
roor: door opened, and in an instant I
heard some person strike down iuto the
bed with an axe. Isprang out at the foot,
and in a moment grasped the mau in_my
arms, ]t was Mose, the Rotuman. For-
tunately the curtains caught the edge of
the axe the first blow, and it came back
first, for it strvck Eliza on the avm, and
would no douli otherwise have neurly
severed it. It was very much bruised, but
not broken. She also received another cut
just above the ancle; but our dear little
babe, though in the middle, was not hurt.
We could not but observe the Kind inter-
position of providence in our behalf on
this oceasien, The u<e became so entan-
gled in the curtains thut he could uot use
it with effeet, until I caught him. He
then turned upon me; but Thad cautiously
taken hold of him in such a way that he
could not use his arms, and atter a few
unsuccessful attempts to strike me, he
threw the axe away. I think the man
nmust liave hecome insane in the night. I
cannot account for his conduct in any
other way. We soon secured him; but
before hie came into our roum he had sct
our house on fire, and it was too far gone
hefore we could attend to it to suppress the
flames. All we could do was to move
out our things as quickly as possible. The
natives were very prompt in assisting us,
and we did not tose many things in the
fite. But the saddest partof it I have
yet to tell. Hocommenced this sad affair
by killing a poor native boy about ten
years old, who was sleeping with him in
a little out house close by. Had it not
been for this, his own life might have
been spared. I plead hard for him, butthe
rclatives of the hoy could net be appea-
sed, and I was obliged to give him up to
them. Eliza got cold from exposure at
the time, wiich caused her leg to uicer-
ate, and she has suflered a good deal, but
she is very well at present and the wound
is almost healed.

My dear mother : I have thought it my
duty to tell you alt the circumstsnces as
they occurred, but T hope it will give you
10 unnecessary alaru. Remember it was
not a naiive of this island. Instances of
insanity are as rare among thesenatives as
itis at home. We feturmed t¢ Mr G's

place immediately after this happened, and
we will probably make thus our home
while we remain on this island, which
will be till next May. What we may do‘
after that time I cannot at present say.—
We may return home, or we may remain
a while in one of the southern colonies,
but we will writeyou ai! purticulars when
we make arraugements,

Our gocd cause appears to be steadily;
advancing. The number in schools is'
increasit g, as well as at public worship, !
wherever services are held. ’ |

We expect the Rev. Mr Inglis here
before long. He was sent out by a Pres-!
byteriau budy in Scotland to New Zeul-;
and some tite ago, but that field is pretty!
well supplied.  He has paid a visit te this!
place, and we have reason to bop.e that he
will occupy a station here. ;
I remain your loving and affectionate son,

I Aacuain.

!
LETTER EROM MR GEDD(E, |
!

Dated Gctober 3, 1850.
( Continucd.)
TRIALS OF OUR FRIRNDS.

But while I regeet sueh indiseretions as
I have noticed, which in an abstract scuse
cannot be suid to he morally wrong, yvet I
must say that in seme instanees vur friends.
have much to bear. ‘They have been!
reviled, and to some extent persecuted,.
and all manver of cvil falsely suid against
them. Many interesting incidents are told
to us by the natives of their intercourse!
with their_heathen fricnds, I weald just
record an incident which came under my!
own observation some time ago. I went;
inte my yard one day and saw a native;
wornza stand there with a large club, ¥
seon recognised ler as the mother of a’
young man and woruan, who had for some,
time previous becn living with our native
domes:ic. They had come for instruc-!
tion. ‘The old woman v-as much excited,
and had apparently been scclding her son,
who was also there. I asked her what!
was the matter. She made o answer,i
but her son told me that she had come;
after him and his sister to go and do sowe
(nedo aupat) dark customs, in the view of
anappreaching feast. I remonstrated with!
the woman on the wickedness of her con-,
duct and told her thatthey were welcome,
1o remain on the missiot premises, and
that no person should compel them to,
{eave for such a purpose. While 1 spoke:
to her she shed tears, whether of atfection|

or rage I don’t know, but she left tbreat-l




