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and destroy, but to purge and purify the nattons. 1
dd, T eon'ess, rest watls pleasurd on one or two
}aositiuns of the report. 1 heard with intorost that

Johemia was about to reccivo the Scriptures in her
own languago, a.d my mind at onco roverted back
to tho gratitudo which was due to that country from
every Protostant heart. 1 could not resist an ovor-
whelming feeling of pleasuro when my miad revert-
ed to those men, tho Waldenses, who had a refuge
and shelter in Bobemia. Irom thom it was that
England recenved her hight—from tho Waldenses
did Lngland receive the torch of true light—oven
Wicklifl's never was, and with the blessing of God,
never will bo, extinguished horo. It is dehightful
thus to considor the streams returning to their sousco,
and that which is impossible in the natural world,
iu God's moral svorld rendered possible ; and that
we, thefr children, should now bo returning tho be-
nofits and boons wo had first received from them.
A mceting such as this should never forget the debt
of gratitudo which England owes to Ireland ; you
should remember, that your Saxun ancestors, when
they were immolating human victims in porform-
anco of the foul rites of thoir idolatrous worship,
derived illutnination—the illumination of wuth—the
illumination of holivess—from Ireland. ‘Fhosc
learned men, the Scoti, pardy through Caledonia,
wore tho moans of converting that portion of Eng-
fand which tho previous labours of Augustine had
left untouched. It is, therofore, that we, the Irish.
come to you for that aid to which we concoeive our-
sclves entitled, as a return for that which, in the
carliost ages of Cbristianity, our ancestors did for
vours. L'he Irish are, I need not tell you, in the
utmost want of that book which contains the cha-
racter of God; that ouly book which provides a
remedy for the ills to which human nature is sub-
jeeted; that book for which man nover will ve
without a necessity, till time be swallowed up in
eteruity. [The IRev. Gentleman hore related an
anecdote, of which, ho said, tho presenco of the
Bishop of Caleutta avd of tho Indian missionary
remiaded hiw, of an interview which an American
missionary had with the monarch of the Burmese
empire, a short tine before the triumph of tho Bri-
tish arms thero. On thc Awmerican presenting the
king with a Biblo, telling him it was the * Book of
God,” the king replied, that the kiog of kings want-
cd not the « ﬁook of God."}-=This was the lan-
gungo svhich the menarch ther beld ; but one short
year ouly clapsed before the crouching tyrant wwas
made to acknowledge the valour of British soldiers;
end the firss ship which cfterwards entered hus forts,
contained a freight, part of which was composed of
Bibles; sud but a vory short timo sufficed Zo shew,
thatjho did want tho Book of God. Oh! that the
whole of my own country were prepared aod wil-
ling to receive, through tho force of conviction, the
fullvess of that truth, through which aloue there 15
happiness hore, eud salvation liereafter.  Eungland
seews, until latg)y, to have forgouen that Ireland,
as well as horself, stands in need of the wcriptures
of God. For centuries, though formiug a part of
the British empire, the eterual interests of that
country had beey overlovked and disregarded.
Without the circulation of the Scriptures, no device
of politicians cau be of the slightest avail. Their
best cfforts would bo ineficctual in ameliorating the
condition of human society, were it not for the
spirit which this, and similar societies, has infused.
I have infinite satisfaction in being able to inform
this mecting, that those who have much influence
in Ircland, Eavc. though late, bad their micds open-
od o the nceessity of seriptural instruction—have
at length learncd that the real wealth and prospe-
tity of the country must bo founded upon Christian
kpowledge and Christino morals. T'he Irish, ke
the Indians, whom they so much resentble, are rap-
idly forsaking the crrors in which thoy have been
educuied—like tho Indian dcscribsd by the pious
Heber, they aro tuming unto God, and forsaking
their ancicnt superstition. During the past year,
the labours of the Hibernian Bible Society Lave
been wmost successfut in extending the Sacred Vo-
fume. There is scarcely a parish or village, from
ono ond of the island to the other, which 1s notsup-
plied with the moans of salvation, though not to
the cxtent which is needed for the purpose of car-
rying on an aggression against the habitual indolence
of man. Tho peasantry of Ireland have mado
purchasgs of copies of the Sacred Volume to an
cxtent fér cxceeding the mesi sanguine hopes of
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the warmest fricnds of the circulation of the “agr
turcs. Theso purchases could not have boon mode
without considerable savings on the part of that in-
toresting class of British Society. They were com-
pelled to labour, in order that they wight save;
and thus does tho Biblo prove tho most cffoctunl
moons of promoting the objects of political econo-
wists, by advincing iedustry, and promoting hnbits
of frugality. An interosting foaturo of tho history
of seriptural ipstruction during tho last year is, that
now, for the first time in tho last hundred and fiflty
years, tho Scripturcs havo beon published in the
languago and charactor of Ireland. The osamina-
tion of the Irish Scriptures has led to an anx.ety for
the possession and reading of tho English nathorised
version of the Notw Testament 5 and this, again,
led to o desire for tho authorized version of the Old
—thenco to the complete English Bible—then to
the large English Bible with marginal references.
Thero is one other circumstance connectod with
Troland to which Ishould wish to advert, and which,
1 have no doubt, will be listened to with carnest at-
tention. It is a fact, not ouly strange, but awful,
that notwithstanding that general ignorance and
absence of oducation that obscures Ircland, there is
to be found within 1ts limits no trifling cxtent of
that soul-blasting infidelity which seldow fails to
flourish when education is not founded upou 2 scrip-
tural basis. In a northern, or rather, I should say,
a midland county, a discussion, to which the ar-
rangemonts of the Reformation Saoclety gave rise,
took place between a Romaun Catholicand a Protes-
tent clergymau.  Many persons in the neighbour-
hood, farmers and poasants, undor the influence of
infidelity, attended, for the purpese of ridiculing the
objects of tho two clorgymen. The blasphemons
writugs of Paino and Voltaire had produced their
cffects; and in a spint of religious mockery
someo of thoso persons said, * Lot us have a discus-
sion of our own.” Champions were appointed on
cither side, and they seriously sot about preparing
themselves for the contest; in order to which, how-
over, it became necessary that they should do what
they had novor done before—that they should road
the Scriptures. The result was all that might have
beon expected from an assiduous examination of
the truth ; and many of them, rejecting the crrors
which they had heretoforo cherished, embraced the
prneiples of Christianity. Onv ~f the parties,
shortly after the events to which I am alluding, be-
came so conscience-stricken for having introduced
into that neighbourhood Paivd’s Age of Reason,
and other writings of a similar tendency, that after
ms family had rotired to rest, ho committed to the
flames tio publications.  (Applause.) Such are
the beneficial effects of the spread of religious in-
formation m that eountry. Lot us hope and trust
that simplar results may be produced elsowhero;
that all who loave this room will extend through
their respectivo circles tho influence of thoso princi-
ples, which stis impossiblo long to inhale the at-
mospherd of this room without imbibing to no tri-
fliug extent. It is timo, my lord, that I should
come more particularly to the motion which I have
been instructed to submit. Amongst those who
have disunguished themsclves o tho love and ser-
vice of God, the friond of Sir Wm. Jones udds to
tho otber obligauons he has conferred on the great
family of mankind, these bepefits which have pro-
cured for him the honour and revercnce of that
country to which I belong. -The nobleman of
whom I'speak is tho president of the Biblo Socioty.
I fecl a pleasurc which I am unable to cxpress, in
being made tho humble vebicle of public thanks to
such a man.” [The Rev. Gontleman concluded by
moving the thaoks of the meeting to the Right Hon.
Lord Loignmouth.]

W. Wisesrorck, Esq. rosc to second tho reso-
jution, amidst tho chcers of the meoting. Ho cor-
dially copcurred in.thanking the noble president for
tho cminent services ho bhad rendered to the cause
of religigus instruction. At his timo of life the
mind, 10 some degree, lived in tho past; and the
meoting weald probably excuse him for recurrin
to tho origin of tho Institution. When tho sceds
were first sown, and when the plants to whith thoy
gavo riso bogan to appaas, they were natarally sur-
rounded, and in @ manner choaked by the weeds
which everywhero grew up arcund them. But'at
Jongth thoso difficultios wore surmounted : a blade
hero and thors sprung up, ana conquering the bar-
renness of the soil in gome places, and tho mis-
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chiwvuus futtiiny winch produced weeds in others,

n wholesome vegotation was at length brought
forth, which rromiwd to oversproad the Jand with
the ponce nod Ylessings of Uhiristnnity. (pplause.)
“ Evory succeeding anmiversary” (continued My.
W.) “brings usnew causo for thankfulness and
congratulation. Ono would almost supposo that
overy combmation of fact aud thought would be ex-
haustod ; yet, strango to say, that at every new an~
mversary, fresh novelties are brought forward, now
facts aro stated, new arguments urged, and new il
lustrations supplicd, that were heretofore unthought
of. Menco 1t s that wo rotiro from these auniver-
savies civrying to our respective homes fresh warmth
and light , but what is better still, thoy compel overy
man who has attended such a mcoting, on retiring
tu lus cluset, to ask hirself, * Have 1 duly estima-
tea the troasure of which T have msself beon so long
in possession ?  Eauve Iduly estimated that which
a nation docs not think itself i)l employed in diff'os-
ing to the rest of mankind?* ‘The religion of thy
Rible is the religion, ar wo all know, best syited to
tho wants and wcaknosses, and tho crrors of man.
Hore 1 cannot help observing, that thero 1s nothing
more oxtrjordinary, than that when man comes to
make a roligion for himself, it is always of sucha
kind as onjoins penances and mortifications, and
personal injuries of all sorts. We dud this privciple
pervading every species of hmman religion, asaf
God envicd man the happiness ho was capablo of
cpjoying. What! God envy man? How differem
is tho losson which the Biblo torchas, that God s
all love and norcy, and abounding in graco and
favour through the 1crits of odr Redeemer—it
teaclies that the shortest and the surast mede of be-
comirg happy was by becuming holy, while at the
samae o it was filled with the soundest dictates of
morality, and wisdom, and prudence. It 15 mot
alond at anniversarics of this nature, when we are
cheering and animating cach other in the great
cause of Christian love and Chrishan charity, that
we aro doing the best work, which, as followers of
Christ we aro called upon to porform—it is, when
we retire to our closct, and raise our minds and
hearts in the love of God; itisthen, and then a-
lone, that we are allowing the word of truth to pro-
duco its influenco upon us. I shall, howover, with-
aut further obsorvation in this train, procced to the
topic which forms the principal feature of thas reso-
lution which I have been called upon to second—-f
mean the exwraordinary obligations, which this so-
cioty owes to its noblo president. Iwell romember
when he went out as governor-general of India—13
well remember the frequent and valuable services he
has through a long life rendered to the causo of ro-
ligion and of seriptural information. Wo have here
this doy a governor-general of India, aad a bishop
of India. To the bishop of Culcuuta I would say,
that I hopothe will ho ablo, like our vencrated pre-
president, to veturn in the ¢vening of bs days to
enjoy thoso mild triumphs which a cuurse of bene-
ficenco and usefulne - will bave prepared for hum ;
and that finally he will cojoy that everlasting bappi-
ness reserved for che true Christian. 1 remecmber
this institution five-and-twenty or thirty years ago.
I remember it, too, as the pavent of almost all the
other religious socicties ; and in that, as well asin
other points of view, wo cannot but be grateful to
thoso by whom its infancy was fusicred, and by
whom. at a more advancodjperiod, its interests were
promo.cd and sustained. Amongst the highest of
those stands the name of the noble lurd, to whom it
is the ohjeet of tho present resolution to offer thanks ;
yes, = y lord, wo thank you for what is past, and
will thank the bishop for whatis to come.” Mr.
Wilberforce concluded by saying, that as the moti-
on which he scconded could not be putby the
chairman, he should proposo it for the adeption of
the meeting.

The resolution was carricd by acclamatioa.

The noble Chairman assurcd the meoting thas ho
reeeived their Kind acknowledgments with a feeling
of deep humitity ; and it should be his daily prayor
to his God that ho would spare him sufficient
strength during his p ‘obation i this world, to doall
in his power to conduco to tho good of his church.
( Applause.)

{10 BE cONTINVED.]

——

Brare 1v Mapaocascar.~Weleam from a lotter
in the Extracts of Correspendenco of the Bntish
and Foreign Bible Societv, just roceived, that the



