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'Ihere are two 'net' whose naines, and neinory are mnore decply shrincd
in the Seottish heart than any others-Robert; Burns and Walter Scott.
The genius of Scotiand bas crownied these two with the wreath of tht
iîinmiortals, and the world has approved the conseeration. Bothi of theni
loved Scotland witlî an intense affection ; and bothi have flung theigh
of their wonderf'ui genius over tbe hbis and raies of "&the ]and of Mouni-
tain and of flood." C Burns bias inade Ayrshire ill hallowed ground; and
there Is hiardiy a loch, tarii, glen, Inountain, castie or town that Seo)tt ha:-
ixot woven its name into hbis wondrous taies, and wrapped a supernatural1

eaîyaround it by the iiagie of bis Pen. It was with somewhiat of the
feelings of a devotec approaching the shrine of his favourite saint, that *l
round nîyseif, one sumnxer's day, in the region of the Ettrick, the Yar-
row and Tweed, rounding the gracefuil sweep of the Eiîdon fis, amd
r(pproaching Abbotsford, once thie residence of irWalter Scott. Here
every locality is identifled with bis ixame. *Helrose Abbey, for ever
interwoven in iminiortal song in bis Lay of ilie hast .Mnteis a mnagni-
ficent ramn over which the traveller inay linger inany an houx'. A short
drive froin the Abbey takes the traveller to Abbotsf'ord, whose castellated
%wadls and pointed gables shoot Up frora a sylvan ieciivity on the banks,
of the silvery Tweed, whieh aliaost encircles the place with its g-racefutl
-;wecp. 1I ain flot so unwise as to atteînpt a description of Abbotsford.
%which lias becîx so oi'ten described by travellers of ail nationalities. Th(-
'nlemorials witlx which its lialls are fiiied are of the highest .'nterest-rar(-
and -ancient els-pi of bodwrdbattie-axes, conts of -armour.
The ILibrary eontains 20,000 volumes, many o? thema rare and valuable.
NIore deeply interestmng than ail to nie wverc the personal niemorials of'
the poet amdi noveist,-thie last suit hie wore which is carefully prescrvcd
in a glass-case: the study in whiehi mnany of bis; immortal works were
%vrittea; the desk at -which lie wrote and the chair in which lie sat.
flere are the very objeets on which his eye inust have rested, whien those
visions, strange and iiof Kings andi Earls, Knigh~adDms ate
and tournaments were floating before him. Here Rob Roy, The lleari qj
Midlothian, fr-ahoc, and inany others ot bis deathless fitmiiy, first qaçw
the lighit. -1 tried to picture thc mighty iuagician here, seated in bis
leather.covered ara-chair, Pen in baudà, the dcep-set gray eyes ighited up
with poctie fire, or twinkling with humour from under the pent-house
brows,'as hoe weat on painting bis Antiquary or bis inimitable Bailie
Nicol Jarvie. 1 thoughlt too of the days wlien Scott was lord o? this
splendid mnansion, in the flush, of his proud triumnphs, whcen âmne and
ivealth were, showcred upon in. and the eivilized world was ringing witli
biis naine, and the noblest in the ]and werc llocking to Abbotsford to do
hornage, to bis genius in those halls wbieh bis own labours bad ereted,
aud where lie fonidly hoped that a long uine o? descendants wvouid flonrish.
And then I thought how ail these bright visions faded-how, in one day,
lie found himself -ruined and beggared, and hiable, by the fiflure o? an
E dinburgh publishing firm, for, a debt: of £15,000; and, then, how
nobly hie faced tbe storm, and bis proud chivaîrous spirit, flot brooking
ibat any one should lose a shilling bhlhrfused to be made a
bannkrtupt, and ,zat down determinod to wipe away this enorxnous debt by
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