
376 T1HIE 1>JESBYTERIAIN COMMEE JOURNAL.

theory whichi makes thieir schienie seetn so attractive to the

mind w'artis thieni ta expCct (legeneracy as well as progress in
huminan culture. Evôlution involves chiange, but the niove-
ment is by na means always upward. Alongside of every
advance wvhich, lias been miade iii the history of animiallife
tliere lias been almost an equal anîount of retrogression. and
niovemient tow'ards extinction. The survival 'of flhe fittest
necessarily means the dispiacemnent and ultinuate disappearance

of the unfit after a downward series of experiences. The move-
ment is forward andupward on the wvhole ; but not necessarily

in ail the parts. To use an illustration often emiployed foi;
flie purpose by evolutionists :Tlie tree as a whole is ever

growing upward, but as its main branches risc others are
forced downiward iii order to find space and liglit nowliere
else availa0le. If (legeneration is a constant factor iii 'the
evolution of species, it shioulcl not 1e surprising to find somie-
thîngof the saine kind iii thie evolution of liurnan civilization.

If so, we have no riglit to assume that man started on his
earthly career at the lowest stage now found amiong barbar-

otus..savages. I-le mnay well hiave started at a p)oint mucli

higlier up fromi which tliere lias beeixv subsequently miovenient

both upward and dovnw'arcl, both forwvard and backxvard, ac-
cording to, circunuistances. Even if the evolutionary theory

as ta man 's origin requires the ýsupposition thiat lie came inito

being- withiout aiiy~ lereditary capacity for shiaping ,anid using

tools, andl thiat thierefore at the beainning lie laidloduo

the mnaterials lyiing nearest at lian(l,,there is no necessity for

supposing thiat lie continued for any length of time in that
nmost priimitive condition. Everything indicates that lie hiad
atleast as niîuch native intelligenice as wve hiave ; and we are

ail famniliar %withi the fact that ncw (levices, may be bit upon at

almnost aniy tinie, alid thiat once discovered thiey miay very

rapidly -conic into genceral use. It is just as easy to suppose

tliat copper nîiay hiave been found and used iii thie first genera-
tion as iii the fiftiethi, and eveni thie more difficuit iron nîay have
followed at no long< tinie after.


