The Postman’s Enosks

and am not prepared to say whether it was legally
nuthorized or uot; but presume that from the
Svurce from whence recewed, that it was an au-
thorized issue sent to New Brunswick, with many
athers, as samples of the issue, or to e issued, in
Canada.

Yours truly,

Jamus Havr.

The italics are ours. Mr. Hale, in re-
sponse to an inquiry from us as to a snit-
able person in Canada of whom to seek
further informstion, recommended us to

W. H. Smithson, Esq., a gentleman in the
. 0. Accountant’s Office at Ottawa. We
addressed Mr. S. on the subject; subjoined
is his reply :—
OTTAWA, Dec. T7th, 1869,
Sir,—Enclosed please find stump returned us
roquested, and trust the informution will be satise

factory. |
Yours, &c.,

W. IL SMITHSON. |
Mr. Cralg, &e., &c., St. John, N. B.
|

The ¢ information ” 1eferred to is as fol-
lows, and was written on the card to which
we had afixed the stamp: ¢ This is a speci-
men, The stamped envelopes issued were
5¢. red and 10c, brown, watetmarked
“Ca. P, O. D.” They have been with-
drawn from circulation on account of being
easily counterfeited and not taking well
with the public. As to numbers soid, see
P. M. G.’s report (My. Hale's) for 1867,
page 9. An embussed P. stamp i» mnore
easily counterfeited than any others. W.
H. S.”—At this point it will be scen that
we are compelled to let the matter drop, not
knowing to whom to write for full satis-
faction. The very vagne nature of M.
Smithson’s * information” is explained by
the fact that he has only been in Cttawa two
ot three years, and not knowing anything
about the ““specimen,” as he calls it, of his

own knowledge, he probably did not imag=:

ine the matter of suffirient moment to make
the research among old records necessary to
throw complete jight on the cubject. Mr.
Hale has been & great deal longer in official
positions, and we thiuk his reasoning in the
matter, as italicised by us, to be very goovd.
Ile sets at rest one point by speaking of the |
envelope from which it was ““cif;” and on

the whole, so far as we can sco, the stamnp is
entitled to as good a standing, philatelically
gpeaking, as that of the ¢ Counell,’” which is
in a somewhat similar position, having beet,
prepared for use and yet not fssned. We
presume that other copies will ¢ wrn up,”
but, as far a8 is yot known, outs is & unique
¢ specimen.”

LEQGOTYPING.

This is 8 new process in printing, and one
that is very likely to have a great effect on
Philately in many ways. The invention has
been brought forward to s present state of
porfoction by Messrs. Leggn & Co., of Mon-
treal, whom we understand to have sccured
patent rights for it in Cavada, Euvope and
the Uunited States. Its proprietors claim
that by mevely taking a photograph of any
map — pidture, engraving, lithograph, or
printed matter of any kind—they can, by
the aid of their secret process, reprint any
nwmber of exact copies,—sv oxact as to be
undistinguishable from the original, and at
less expense than by any other method.
Perceiving that if this was true ic wonld be
at once scized on by the counterfeiters, we
hastened to put somne queries to Dussrs.
L. & Co., and annexed is their reply i~

MONTREAL, 30th Nov., 1869.

The Excelsior Stamp Assoctation,
St. John, N. B.:

Gents,~In reply to your fuvor of 21st October
(which was accidentally mislaid, and ouly turned
up to~day), we beg to say that we do not think it
would be auy advantage to try the reproduction of
postage stamps by our process. In the first place,
as they are usually printed in colors, 2 great part of
them would be lost in photographing; and again,
ag they are so finely engraved, it is next tv impos-
gible tc get them printed as surface types. We
could, if you desired, get them cut on stone or cop-
per, and printed in that way, but we think the
expense would be too great, Oar leggotypes can
be printed ag well in colocs as in black; where the
difficulty lies is in photographing anything colored :
for example, anything yellow photogrephs dlack,
and blue comes out white. Thus, in copying &
blue stamp we could get no result at all. The
colors best snited for wo:Xing from are biack and
whité,

Lur work is specially adapted to reproducing
prints, maps, manuscripts, &c., &c., and we will be




