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PLEASANT HOURS. .

!

BOAT SCENE IN CHINA.

ADVENTURES IN WESTERN
OHINA.

BY RRV. V. C. HANKT, D.D., Y.R.A.8.,

Swuperintendentof Canadian Methodist Misstons

sn China.
L

It is scorching hot, and my little craft is
moored under the thick, glossy branches
of a dwarf banyan tree.  Thiv is the thivd
day sincoe wo took up our rdfuge here, to
wait the abatement of the tlomds, which
have comne thicker and faster for five days,
until the river has risen about fifty feot,
and presents anything but a smuling faco
to timid mariners—and all Chmese sailors
are timid. We left Chantu on the bosamn
of a little freshot, but with every prospect
of ita specdy fall. We worked day and
night down the over-increasing flood until
we reached Su-Chou-Foo, whero our night
labour ceased, because of danger from
rocks and rapids. It was the third day vn
our small rattan buat, when a large craft

us, with eight or ten persuns on
and a Sedsn chair carcfully roped
to the mat covering. The sailors were
rowing at their best, and were evidently
intending to run a rapid that scemed, frum
our point of view, to be very swift. The
waves caused by the rough rocks were high
and fierce. Our boatmen aimed for tho
same quarter. In a fow moments I heard
the salors cry, * The boat is broken. The
boat is broken.” And there, right ahead
of us, rolling and tumbling on the mad
waves, and swopt alung at a fearful rate,
were a number of planks and bundles of
wood. The heads of a few mnen were scen
bobbing up and down with the boards
they were clinging to.
men rowed quickly towards the
other side of the river, until they were
mt the dangerous place, mid then, w‘iit}f\ a
ittle urging upon my part, they steered for
the v‘;ocfglknée.POTho salllors scomed indiffer-
ent about the perishing men, and consid-
sred only what they could pick up of value.
1 them to follow the example of
two other boats that were busily rescuing
the drowning and their floating offects.
Would they ! Not a bit. Thoy discovered
a pole and some wood floating near; around
went the boat, and soon the men wero fish-
out the trifles.
mﬁtm both sad and amusing to sce the
ins of satisfaction and hear the words of
iri ht, whenover an article was
landed upon the deck. my vocifera-
tions went for mught., until thero was
more to be found. It was almost
ot them to make an inquiry

t that were saved. ey
chuckled over their booty and turned it over
snd ever with child-like delight. A dead
bedy landed would bring them 800 caak, or
(A il s g i boun

presume if a floating curpes
mwvould have made superhuman

to have captured it. Farther down
the river, we discovered the body of a man
hirling along in the current and whirl-
Two boats were in hot pursuit, and
eveutually thres, and as we turned a bend
of the river we saw the pmqmtched from
e waren

«

}
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1t is not always pleasant travelling ir. a
small boat; and, as Shakespeare says,
“Misery acquaints o man with strange
bedfellows.”  Even so I found it. The
heat was intolerable in the low-covered
craft; and then, unbeknown to me, the
captain  a shrewd fellow —who, after aign-
ing a paper giving me absolute possession
of the boat for myself and baggage, had
smuggled on board three follows, not over-
prepussessing in appearance, and quito a
cargo of gouwds to sell at Chung King. Y
entered o protest at fisst, Lut, being anxi-
vus tu proceed without delay, I .%luwcd

the suen to stay bihind my cabin, You
will say, A cabmon arow boat 2" Yes!

a surt of one with mat partitions. It is
not mre to hime strange bedfellows in a
Chinese boat. I found too many of them
last might for sleep. Among them wero
the three fellows just referred to, who re-
clined near my head and smoked an en-
ormous amount of opium and talked most
vilely. The more 1 reproved them the
more they smoked. This was too much.
The captan knceled and besvught me to
permit then. t stay ono mght more, but
thore 18 & limit even to mercy, and these
low mortals were uncercmonivusly landed
at Kiating with all their goods.

1 have hired boats at many places, and
dealt with all kinds of Chinamen—but, I
hear some littlo fellow say, ** The Chinese
that I have seen are all alike.” Well, they
aro pretty much alike, yet there is a differ-
enco after all. 1 have met with some very
fair dealing ones, but, as a rule, the num-
ber of the unfair is greater than the nunber
of the fair. A few bnght, big, stories no
oneobjects to, even here, but a continuation
of falschoods and mild deceptions become

very msipid food for a forcigner. I wanted posed

a boat for Ichang, and sent two men on
tho hunt; reports came, and I trotted up
down tho almost perpendicular steps of
Chung King to sce the boats, for I would
not takeanything upon a Chinaman’s repre-
sentation, for his ideas and those of a
European aro as dissimilar as rabbit and
echphant,.

worried out the day in getting a boat,
and that a small one. The Hongman re-
cummended the captain and promised the
boat at a certain hour. I went aboard at
the time appointed and had about all 1
could do to prevent sunstroke by repeatedly
pounng col(s water upon my head.

Tho captain came to mo and said his
bruther would take me down tho river.
¢ No, not your brother,” I replied, ‘‘you
will take mo down.” He couldnt go.
““You promised to go, and you must go,”
was my answer, and I plied more water to
my head. The Hongman was sent for and
inm;;:ged. He oxd::ekd tho saptain, o&'
8su captain, to e me down, an
bnse me -bye, saying, ‘‘If you have
any trouble let me know.’

At last the xice ohe.s on board—and
not a very fat either, but I thought it
might hold out for five days, as that was
the time stated for taking the journey.
Rice bags have nn&]n episodes, and, if
they had tongues, they could tell strange
tales. The oarsmen, five in number,
stowed away the mats, put the oars into
the cowhide sockets and were ready. A
fow interested spectators stood upon the

shore, M 7 upposed; to waich the dopar

ture of an old ** foreign devil.” But I was
abruptly undeccived as to their intentions,
fur nu soonct was the captain on hoard for
the start than babel ataddf was let loose

This man demanded 1,000 cash, that one
0, aud even the httle urclun upon thond

joining boat yolled for his ‘¢ tea-monoy."”

LESSON NOTES.
FOURTH QUARTER.

STODIES IN TIK BOOK OF ACTS,

AD. 47.) LESSON X.
WORK AMONG THE GENTILES.

Acts 14, 8-22,

[Dee. 4.

Memory verses, 8:10.
GoLbky T'exT,

In his name shall the CGentiles trust.—
Matt. 12, 91,

CrnTRAL TRUTH.

God draws men to himself by his love, in
the works of nature, and of grace.
CIRCUMSTANCES.

Paul and Barnabas, having been driven
away from Icomum, had come to Lystra, still
further on, and were preaching there.

Herrs Over HarD Praces,

Sat . . . Lystra—Probably in the open
square, or markcet-place, where Paul was
preaching.  Jmpotent—Weak, powerless. 4
cripple—>o0 born, and hence the cure was
more wonderful.  Perceiving that ke had faith
—He probably had heard them preach often,
and tell of the wonders the Lord had done,
In the speech of Lycaonia —\What language is
unknown. The'npostles had spoken in Greek,
which all understood ; but the apostles did
not understand the native tongue.  Barn
—\Vlio was large, and fine looking. Jupiter
—The chief of the heathen gods. Paul—
Who was small, but eloquent. Mercurius—
The messenger of Jupiu:r, and the god of
eloquence. Jupiter, which was before thesr city
—The temple and statue of Jupiter. When
the apostles . . . heard of —It was all spoken
in a strange language, and the apostles wero

robubly in the inner court of the house.
E‘imotby was a native of Lystra, with his
mother, Eunice, and grandmother, Lois (Acts
18. 1; 2Tim. 1. 5.) He was probably con-
verted at thistime, [Passions—Nature. Suf-
Jered—Permitted. Came thither—To Lystra.,
He rose up—Perhaps by miracle, though it is
not so said; and probably Paul was only
stunned—not killed. JDerbe—Twenty miles
away. This was the farthest point of the
journey. Confirming the souls—Making firm,
as the tender branch of the vine is hardened
into woody fibre. To continxe in the faith—
In their trust in Jesus, no matter who op-
This was one way of confinning their
souls. The next way was by enduring trials.
Tribulation—*¢ Threshings,” as of grain, sep-
arating the chaff from the wheat. Trials pa-
tiently endured confirm the soul. Into the
kingdom of God—Into heaven, and into the
heavenly character here.

Find in this lesson—
!lli’:rhat religion helps men's bodies and
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2. What faith can do.
3. What God does for men.
4. What our souls need.

Review Exxrcisk,

1, Where did Paul go from Iconium? “To
Lystra.” 2. Who was one of the converts
here? *“ Timothy, who afterwanis became
Paul's helper.” 3. \WWhat miracle was wrought
here? ‘A lame man from his birth was
cured.” 4. What happened to Paul at
Lystra? *‘He was stoncd by the mob.” 5.
Where did he go soon after? *‘ He revisited
all the churches he bad formed.” 6. To what
place did he return? * To Antioch, in Syria,
whence he was sent out.”

CATECHIZM QUERSTIONS.

Repeat VIIL, IX,, and X, of the Ten
Commandments :

VIIL. Thou shalt not steal.

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witnees
against thy neighbour.

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s
wife, nor his manservant, nor his ‘maidser-
vant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything

fhat e thy neighbewrs

PRESERVE THIS LIST.

GARISTAAS LIST Mo.1.

Exquisite Christmas Booklets at Prices
that suit Santa Claus,

FIVE CENTS EACH.
Childhood's Happy Days. 12

0\
Full page pictures of children. ?Im
borders and selected poems,

Christmas Echoes, 12 pages. Coloured
landscapes, with appropriate verses.
Christmas Peace. Kxquisite winter land.

scapo viows in colours, with selected
pocms,
Wild Flowers. 12 pagea. Pretty florsl
sprays with appropriate verses.
Our Musical Pets. 10 pages. Droll
pictures of household peta.
Bioqm?hical Sories. 6 kinds (William
Tell, George Washington, Horatio Nel.
son, Christoplier Columbus, Joan of Are,
William Wallace). Illustrated sketches
of the lives of these worthies. Each$
ceuts, 20 ~nts for the six.
Famous Songs. Four kinds, enclosed ha
box with ornamental cover. Each con.
tains the words of a popular wni). with
exquisite coloured illustrations. Perfect
gems,  Each 5 cents, 20 cents for the box,

SEVEN CENTS EACH.

Someone, 8 pages, 5x6 inches. A poem,
with full-page coloured illustrations.

A Gift. A poem, illustrated. Same size
and style as ** Someone.”

How Much? Aniliustrated poem. Same
s1zo and style as above.

Ohristmas Day. 12 pages, 44x34 inches
A poem by Rev. J. Keble, with pretty
pictures of flowers.

From Flower to Flower. 16 page booklet
in shape of a butterfly, with coloured
pictures, and selections from the poeta.

TEN CENTS EACH.

Heavenly Dow. 2&pages. Seloctions from
various authors, one for each day of the
month, with coloured pictures.

8prings of Comfort. 24 ps, Selections
from various authors, for each day of
the month. Coloured pictures.

Up the Hill. 24 pages. Selections for each
day of the month. Coloured pictures.

What Little Amy Thought. 16 pages
Cover in design of t‘l‘l‘nchod eo!:.ugge.
Flowers and verses.

The Voice of 8 . 20 pages. Cover in
deaign  of ket of flowers. Land
scapes, flowers, and verses.

Wings of Glory. Spages. Design of angel's
wing. Pictures of cherubim with appro-
printe Scripture texts.

by

Chords of Love, 16 pages. Verses R

Johneion Beall, with monotints by
H. S. Thumpeon.
A Present Help. 10 page jeweled buoklet,
enclosed in box.  Exquisite coloured
floral 1llustrations, with verses and Scrip-
ture texts.
My Web of Life. Poem by M. Frase.
Similar in size and atyle to *‘ A Presest
Help.”
Led Forth With Peace. Poem by Laum
Rarter. Similar in mize and style to “4
Present Help.”
The Lights of Home. Poem by Margare
SIc‘i{t, Haycraft. Similar inniz{e and atyle
to the three foregoing.
Old China. Illustrated Ly Helena Maguire.
Verses by Samuel K. Cowan, 12
booklet, design of vase, appropria
illustrated and with auitable verses.
Living Poems. By Longfellow, with illm
trations by Jessic Fowler, -
Beautiful coloured illustrations.

; or, th )
Bosalng; ot Sleeine ooy,

POSTPAID AT LIST PRICES

I.ook out for Lists in succ
numbers.
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