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APOSTOLICAL SUCCEMSION: A SUMMARY OF
OBIECTIUNS TO THE MODERN CLAIM.
(Coneluded.)

Vartious {acts of Church History, appear
singularly adverac to the theary of  unin
terrupted succension.”—Let us briefly re
fer to the relation in wiieh it places the
British Churches. We know not that onr
shores were evur visited by an Apost]»; but
wo ave informed that, at the close ol the
sixth century,—when the British Christians
had taken refume in the tnountains of
Wales,—a Romish  AMissionary came to
praselyte the invading teuants of our coua-
try, our Suxon ancestors. ‘I'hus we are
entangled in an alliance with the seven
&ills.  Tle weight of this consideration is
folt by gotne who, nevertheless, cherish the
sguccession ;' and these partics, anxious
to bo free frow R imish contamination, sup-

various hranches of the vacred appmni.
ment.  But thix 11 anty an ingenious sup.
position,  Under the circums'ances, we
fear that we must ailow the course of the
atreain through Rowe.

And cau it he denied that the stream,
flowing in suach a chauel, has been ag tur-
bid as sin and Satan conld make it*  ‘These

s shall not be dJistivured by records
which we would eather eonsign to perpetual
forgetfulness. It is suffi‘ient to say, that
the history of fillen m1a has furnished no
passages more painful, more humbling, than
those which occur in the lives of the Popes
and Bishops with whom our contemporarnies
are chiiming kindred. We will not quote,
even from Popish historians ; thongh many
extracts, which might be herce introduced,
would gerve the usetul purpuse of establish.
ing the total degencracy of' human nature.
Of this affectiny doctrine the frightful ev-.
dence may be drawn from the book of the
Church, and the biography -of men who
have, in “succession” or in malignant .
valty,arrogated the title of Christ's Vicars

But, when it is pleaded that the Holy
Splrit was given to such men, not for per-
sona) ranctification, but for the efficiency
of thoir public offices,—we ask, Iow then
have they not been preserved, in all instan.
ces, from hercsy? and how is Rome to
be even now condemtied ?

The dilemma of rival Bishops offers nr
emall difficulty. 1low shall we be cer.ified,
that the true successor of the Apostles has
always obtained the mitre? It may be
s3id thar a Council is authorised to decide
among the contending parties; but our
learned oppouents will not dery that a Pon.
tiff has been deposed by a Council, and yet.
historically retained in the line.  And where
was the * uninterrupted succession,” when
a Council depuscd both or all the rivals *—
Where, during the period of eigh'y years,
in which, according o Bellaraine, the
church, for want of a lawful 1'ope, bad v
other head than whatis in hicaven?

Ancient herctical Bishops, seturaing to
the cathoiic ur orthodux communion, were
perinitted to fatain their rauk wathout re.
conecceation; and recanting Clergy, whe
bad been ordamed by bLereucal Baheps,
were also received.

Again.  Every ane who hasread the his.
tory of the middie aaes, knows the arts that
were of:en successtully practiced for the
obtaining of the Ponuficae. Some of the
Fopes were appointed by reputed hereties
and schismatcs. And, though the ancient
ecclesiastical canons require three bishups
to be engaged n the consecratzon of an
Archtushop, the successars of St. Peter
have Leen elected sonicuimes by the Feople,
sometimes by the Clergy, sometimes by the

‘Ewperore, and sometunes by the Cardmnals
alone. Ajas for the modern clam, the vin.
dication of which requires proot of regular
and uniform mduction in Al thess cases?
¢ - Agun. The ancient canons allow tha
& Bighap's  ordinalion may bs, apnu}led 3

v anoralty, e who derives hus cumn
fort from the wotion of uabruken * succes
sion,' must therefore coufute the testune

18 of these hatunans, up to the mome.
Jeemed authentie, who say that m sumn
1fes sunany and other evils were umverss.,
y practised.  He has the equaliy arduou:
-ask of distuissing the re wonabie apprehes
sty that schem tical Bisheps have e
hat vucercontinaed the boasted e,

These dihiculties are not now sagaest
for the urst e nor are they mugniae
.0 serve an anmediate parpuse. e
wve.gnt has been felt by candid men of va.
foay partes, Lo fasour ut vur owa view
U wou d oot be detlicult toshow a *Catnaa
Paraus, * uut less revercad than eatier o
tise give. wthe Oxtord Practs. Baww
aur ciaty swookd be fowad the R storacee,
al buessed meaory , fur we hase not se.
caraed to abuor and anathemat.ze tie nam
ot Prurgorast. Tnese enngatened au
lioly men were not careful to show tha,
Just untd ther tune, Romsh orders wen
«alde  I'hey never sindicated ther seces.
ston by trithng sub.lties.  “They samuson.
ed Rome tothe bar of truth and reason , ua
veiled hier enortnous guilt  and gave an ar.
rerocaole verdict aZawist “iie woma
drunkea with the blood of the sauns,”
»the mother of harlots and abuunnatnie
of the earth.*  We tearleasly athin thea
Judginent, and thus disclum als sympath,
with some wuderng, who feed in e pas.
tures ol Protesiantiso, amd yvet uublush-
wgiy defend the church of Rote as a trae
harch, A cherstied theury aloes thaan o
tue depraved cotmuaion which dentes aie
Scripinees to lier laits—wtuch presoribes
tor her dlergy e bidepnemy of torgimg
sis =l s ever ready Lo shed sivers o
wnucent bicod 3 amd they, who refuse the
nght haud ot tedunstup to the sanvas Pro.
ieslaat caurchics, recod not at the thuusht
ot such an allaace. But, with solemn de.
iberation, and m the tear of Gud, ne re.
cord vur resulutivn neser to admat the rela.
uon to Ruwse, uever to honour her as ** our
veloved sister an caplavity,” or ag * the mo.
ther of our new bictdi,™ and never (o as.
crive the validity of the modera minstey to
the ordinatiun beatowed by her Nunutis aud
Bishups ua her Protestaut Fathers.

‘T he ductrines ot ** unutersupied succes-
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 Lord the Sperat” coufiem their © word with
signa following ' Are they not heaoured
with »epstles of  commendation,” to be
“*known and read of alt meut”  Of hun.
Jreds amonye thetn it 1nay be further said,
that unto thom “it ie given, tn the behalf
of Chret,” and sn obediruce to ilis call,
“to sulfer for I{1s sake’ The story of
their toils and sursows (uenishes the ¢ er.
lasting rebuke to theie accusers. Cone
cwe of apustoical succession, * whenee steamed by the deepest convictions of a call
3! frum heaven, ar of men?  Aad from heaven, they have cegularly nccepted
tie answer will be wnstantly returned, not{an oilice which they feel to be alinost over.
mly by pruscribed secede ¢ trom the Esy whelunng, and they are huinbly, but sue.
ablished Churel, but also by a host otlcesstully, dischargiug it duties,  While
ser best Clergy, and of her most learned, the Oxtord Vract witore are enjoying the
digataniese—* O aex’ The nquirer [quiet of collego.shades, thede true succes-
Sutsuon have ample proof that, i wiiste. ] surs of Apostics are * in journaeyings often,
«er esination the huly Bapust was houd i penils of waters, i perils of robbers, in
e diys ol Chnsty it 18 by no means true | penils by™ their owa * cliwtrymen, in pe.
aat il hodd the Oxtord |ractists of therls by the heathen, in penls in the city, in
uvcteenth ceutary *as prophicts ™ “Ihere pertds 1o the wilderness, in perils in the
remlemnen secm, mdeed, tu ansume more, sea, 1 penils among false brethren: in
-iaa proplictic discesument , tor they pro. weariness and pamﬁnlnﬂu, n_watchinge
st o Know the creed o therr fedow-Pres. oftes, o hunger and thirst, in fastings of.
-yters better than thuse Presbyters them.zen, 1 cold and nakeduess.”®  Of theme
swaes. Butlet England, let Christendum,  selves, deed, they “will not plory :**
devde what parties are 10 he crediied .— every thing thoy can do and suffer is too
tHazudreds ot esangeacal Ciergymen, who mean an offering for theie blesecd Master.
leny the Oxtord tenety and tind nothing | But i Jus baudy they place their cause.
whe anthe Ordmation deeviee,—n hio bear | Wearied by unjust aspersions, they fly to
steady testinony agamst us resnal, and His tabanal  and, wutl the supreme day,
iremble fustts unsguded advocates shuatd | which they expect with humble joy, they
distract aur Protestant Estavlehinent and  « glory i® their * infirmities, that the pow.
surrender the very citadel ot truth; or ajer of Chnst may rest upon' them, Yes,
wn nystics aud acaderncal deeamere, who, they “take pleasure in wfirmities, in re-
1 urder o @i e carreacy to the.r apoeryphal f prouches, 1n accessitics, in persecutione, in

son of a wotto, prefised tothe » Carena '
«I'he baptisin of Joha, whence was it
tum heaveu, o of men?!  And they rea.
suaed among themselves, sayag, If we
-hall say, Proin heaven; he w.il then say
«ntv ue, Why did ye not then believe on
nm! Bat (f we shall say, Of men; we
car the people, fur all hold John as a
sruphet.”t  Let the inquiry thus ewmaat.
d be plawly offered. ‘The Oxtord doc.

sion” and exclusive orders, nuw reviied
jwata the must unpusing shuw ol eafticst-

sy were unduubtediy regarded ay the cat-
hier Protestants.  An Eunzabethan statutet
admitied the validdy ot the ordiation o

which such au adinission was wade . Lut we

sttucied at the same culdege, and 1nteateu
wath the sawc poners, are hicre uderiy dis-
united.  But huw are the recasaats treated
by the Oxtord writers?!  \What etfurt o
aade to endighten thore who are so strange.
Iy unacquaated with thewr own preroga.
tive? et the Presbyter who leads on tne
«Muglo-Cathuhies™ reply.  After asserting
ATUSTOLILAL DEXCEMT according (o the
view ol Jus schou, be 8a¥s to his fellown.
Preshyters,—~* Now every onc of us be-
iieves this. 1 kuow that some will at first
deny they do: stilthey dobelievet. On-
13 st48 nut sufficiontly practically snpressed
otr ther minds.  “They dobelieve it fur
8 the doctraie of the Ordination Service,
wlich thicy have recogaized as truth a the
ot suleing scason of thor lince™® St
greaver boidness 1s apparent u the selec.

disuaty, find ot coavenwent to allege that
Jie disseat of ther cienival brethren 1, i
iy 10 be reganded 28 acq.uescence !—
Pue Coen gy 8.tv resist tus attempt to storin
e very faith and conscience,~—3x toble
a.nd of wainesser,—wia have the suftrages,
e synpatines, tne esteem, of ail whe
Lok and tecd argat. They do not des.
Pt antpguity 4 bud thar alegiance 18 re.
aerved sor buspusauon. Laey are waing to
senerate many of the Falliers who lourish.
e the cacy LUhinstaan centuries, but to
place nuac of them s the raak of the holy
Apostles and Prophetr.  Wisely do they
prews Scnptare to tradition, the spurit to
o letter, e grace to the sign, the sub.
swance to tne suadow . “ For i Christ Je.
~uis neathice carcumcigion availeth any thing,
WUl wuc fLunusivn, but @ new creature.

fuw, peace oc onthem, and mezey, and
upon the lsracl of Gud.'t
Uauce mote.

4 Muster’s *divane cominission.d

(]
)

anl blessag, cundesceadingly suachsafed
to thuusands whu are aot iac.uded o the
voasted *“succession” The truth s told
m a few words : Mauy of the Clergy wieh
to sanat the Holy Spinit, but he proves Hune
selt dlantable. Who are the Tractanian
Diunes ! 1s it even pretended that souls
arc awakened and saved by ther nunistry !
Are their followers distinguished by a
cheerful and sanctfymg ety ¥ Is thes
Jde;wriment to all around them, to the un.
wisters and members of other churches,
graced by * lovely tempera?”

et us epeak tzecly in reterence to the
other ewle of the question. Who are ex
cluded froim the *succession?’ Are aot
Jgultiades of the most sealucs, the most ..
Lizhitened, thc most successful, atoug the
Muusters ot the age?  And does not “the

dutresses  for Christ’s sake; for when'
they are  weak, then'’ srethéy “ sttong.'§
Auwong tho MISCELLANTOUS OBIECTIONS
to the Oxford tenet, we way place the fola
fowing: A S
1. 118 utter worthlessnces, when viewed
M respact to practical and epmtual resulte.
We ask in vam for the evdencé—wo are
strongly mctined to deny the possibility,—
o 1ts useralnees in & single instance.—
And yet 1t 1= trequently substituted for the
inatchless theme ot »Christ crucified.’—
Fie Clergy canuot plead, 1 defence, the
example of Bt Paul: he vindicated himsell
when ic wua aspersed, and when lus apos.
testip was dented.  But the orders of the

pous Ciergy are not questioned; no one
quarrels wath them on the subject.  But,
aut cunteat with the unmolested enjayment

juess, are essenuially Popsh,  Ta tus wghipdad as many w8 walk according to this of their own functrons and honotrs, “many
:m all beside! To therr valueless theory
The Oxiord Tractatians
Scuteh and other Reformned Churthes, ann | sejuct, as utictly duagsive, “the aotwn thai nage : aud thereire we scorn the sttempt
aduwed ther divanes 1o ofiiciate wa tueppiescat paipaoie drefuluess, produccatue, tv show that we are 1n the “uninterrupted
Charchof Englaud,  Dark, an the ertunasjececlty, acceplablencss 107 the «Huch, ™ succession ,” though u requires httle inges
tun ol the Vxiard Tractsts, was the day unyg™ dint tiest and each ke are thetesis o1’ | nuity to pruduce a pleading as specious a8
The
tzuere wath guy that, i the presentcriicas jutreet view of the matter w.ll be given u.: waath wdl never arfFyht the mtelligent
umes, the Eugish Church inciudes many {other Traces of this Wesleyan Series. ButyChustian. the tarcuauons of their mywté.
chousands who are baptized waib the same | we here protest against the smplcation oijtous thealogy wad uever charme him. He
spirt of caardy and Lberaliy that was)thc passage justoned, and assert the va-, adi persist s asking the proofs of ;
displayed sn the dawn of the Rchmn:;.un.—'luc vt ~present palpable uselulness,” o1y .al utnty, befure he aceepts their system.
Aaeng tae g Clergy there i a rearha. produceable results,” and even of “ac-| And,—whde junor Clergy coosga me
ute duion of opaws unthe “sdcceasion.” peeptablencss 10 a spiritual “tluch,” as who are patriarchs i age, and apmtle:“i!
e mea ordaned by the same Bishopy 10-jauwng the tokens of the disine sanctvn zeal, 10 the abyss tha. swallowed op the

of them eagerly deny the minstenial name

we aro unwi.ang to offer the slightest Lio-

thewrs. ‘T'he powerless thunders of théir

wnit of Korah,—he will counrel these
young reutitmea lo read consecutively the
sacred history, that weey way at lengih
<ateh some portioa of the spinit of pentle
Mouses, who, when onc was cager to check
*he alleged bolduese and irregulurity of
Eidad aud Medad, replied, * Euviest thon
'or mly suke?!  Would God that ail the
Lord's people were Brophets, and that the
Lord would put his Spint upon them ™}

Let wo Jover of Uod and man charge 'us
with rashners cr sevenity, when we exprées
vir indignatiun on account of the manner ia
which “ e aposivlical succession,’”” andthe
altied opiniunk, have been made the wyb.
jects ot pulpit.address.  OF all the Oxford
Fracts, none s to our minds mure 2fectirg
tian that which bears the Lile, » Lteads of
a Wcek-day lectuse, delsgrod to g Crune

T SMav. avi. 3 0§ XUL. Slzabed, ch. an.

somie of the occasions being simony, beresy,
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