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Foreign Missions.

Our readers will observe that we
endeavor to keep them posted inx regard
to the work of our brethren iu the for-
oign field. Wo trust that the informa.
tion we publish is carefully perused
by all. At present we desiro to draw
attention to the fact that the firat
Lord’s day in March is the day on
which the churchos ave asked to make
up & special collection for foreign mis-
sione. Oulyone collection in requested
now in the year. Itis therefore desir-
able that one shonld be liberal and
that the brethren and sisters should,
if posaible, contribnte all they feel able
to do for that work during the year at
the time the collection is made. If it
is not dono at the speciul time, it may
not be done at all. And every Chris.
tian shionld not be indifferent as to
., Wwhether he does his duty in the matter
of sending the Gospel to the hesthen.
The ocongregations of Disciples in
Onfario; as we have been happy to

" rolnt ons many times, ate very gener-

ally in the habit of making an offering
to foreign missions. Churches do not
usually retrograds in this respect ; but
rather i{ is common for the contribn.
ticns to inaresso from year fo year.
Whether they do or not depends ohiel-
1y on the way in which the subject is
prosented to them. And hence the
responsibility that rests upon the eldors
aud preachers to place the great ques.
tion before the churches in an earnest
and sympathetic way. Thosa who
neglact to db so, not only hinder the
good cause, but rob themsslves of the
joy of furthering the work of the Lord.
One of the privileges of being allowed
to address a congregation is ihat it
furnishos the opportnaity of urging the
Qhristians to give according to their
ability for the proclamation of the
Gospel. It is a very serions thing to
refrain from pressiog upon the follow-
ers of Josus their solomn obligation to
deny themselves for the sako of His
osuse. And let us say it is not the
way for a preacher to gain and Lold
the respect of the conpregation. It is
not necessary that the preacher should
drowbeat tho church; and make him.
self gonerally odions by his manner of
presenting the case, Let hum give the
people information in regard to what
is being dous and what is proposed to
be dono, and then make a manly and
earnest appeal to them to do their
duty, aud they will respsct him a1l the
more for it. o would suggest that
thie preachers prepare themsclves to
inform the minds and stir tho hearts
of the people on this great and inspir.
ing theome, the evangelization of the
whole world Cheerful and generous
collections will follow as a nataral
consequance.

Somo are late in ordering their Sun.
day school supplics. Order at once
from Evaxastisr Pus. Co., 50 Yonge
Street Arcade, Toronto.

Eternal Life.

Yith roferonco to the articlo on the
abovo subject which appearcd on pago
three of last nuinber, wo haveo a word
or two to say. Tho wriier bas fallen
juto a common error iu supposing
that ““ eternal life ¥ and “ ondless lifo”
aro ogquivalent expressions. A careful
oxaminstion of all the passages of the
New Tostament which contain tho ex.
pression ' oternal lifo” will suggest
thiat the plirase denotes a certain kind
of lifo, ns well ns an endless life. And,
indeod, that it does not nccossarily
imply never.ending; that in fact a
person may bLave eternal life to-day,
and not have it to.morrow, The truo
Christian enjogs eternal life now. In
proof of this, turn to John v, 24, which
our correspondent quotes in part only ;
let us quote the Rovised Version:
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he
that beareth My word, and belioveth
Him that sout Me, hath eternal life,
and cometh not into judgment, but
bisth passed out of death into life.”
Note the words omitted by our friend,
Whut hath passed out of death into life”
That would seem to seitle the maiter
Leyond question, But we are referred
to 1 Jobn v.11, 12, to prove that this
passage was not intended to teach
that cternal life ie now possessed by
the believer. Again, we read from
the Revised Version, ¢ And the wit-
ness is this, that God gave unto us
etornal life, and this life is in His Son.
Ho that bath the Son hath the life ;
lio that hath not the Son of God hath
not the life;” and verse 18, “ These
things have I writton nnto you, that
yo may kuow that ye have eternal
life, even unto you that believe on the
namo of the Son of God” The ex.
pression, ¢ this life ia in His Son,” is
relied upon to sustain the position of
the writer, The lifs is * laid ap and
hid in Christ” at present; it is not
now possesssd by the believer ; so it
is argued. But the words, *t this life
iv in His Son,” declare the fact that it
in solely throngh Jesus Christ the
Son of God that eternal life is re-
ceived ; Heo it is that gives cternal
life (John x. 28). Another scripture
rolied upoa by our friend is Col. iii. 8.
The reading of the Authorized Ver.
sion has avparently misled him; in.
stead of “ For ya are desd,” eto., the
Revised Version correctly has * For
yo died, and your lifo is hid with
Christ in God ;” that is, the life which
they wero living, subsequent to the
death they had died (See Col. ii. 20,
R.V.), was hid with Christ in God;
but thongh it was hid with Christ in
God it was life sctually evjoyed, not
prospectively possessed. * Hid with
Christ in God ” points to * the things
that aro above" ofj verses 1 and 2,
which things are illustrated in the

ning with verse 10.

But what about tha passages guoted
by our correspondent which speak of
the faithful receiving olernal life after
the resurrection on the day of judg-
ment ? They do indeed appear very
clearly and conclusively, when con.
sidered by thomselves, to sapport the
position we are combatting. And
right Liete lot us remark that the mis-
take of our friend and those who agree
with him seems {0 us to rest, first,
upon an unscriptaral concsption of
what constitutes & man, and second,
upon & partial view of the Scriptares
bearing on the subject. What we
hold in regard to theso passagos is,
first, that they act forth the truth that
tho eternal life will not be completely
manifested in, and perfootly enjoyed
by, the beliover’s spirit until the resur-
rection, and second, that eternal life
will be conferred upon his body at that

time. Wo Lave not time to elaborate
this at prosent, o request interested

readera to consider our position.

following part of the chapter, begin.|?

A Question for the ¢ Canadian
Baptist.”

Wo give below a portion of our in-
terviow with Rev. €, F. Aked, of Pom.
broko Chapel, Liverpool, copied from
tho Christian Commonwealth, and we
respectfully ask tho editor of the
Canadian Daptist what ho thinks of
Mr. Aked’s prosontation of tho Bap.
tist position. .

I3 PEMUROKE A BDAPTIST cluzea ?

“Yours is not, I believe, a distine.
tively Baptist church "

“ We should hold very strongly that
it ix. The chapel was built upon open
comraunion priuciples. Under the
title deeds, baptized and unbaptized
have u}nal rights of membership.
Somo o ml{ deacons have not been
baptized. But we beloni; to the Bap-
tist Union and to the local associa-
tions of Baptist churchea. We sup-
port tho Baptist iostitutions, and in
all matters ecclesiastic and denomi-
national are most emphatically Bap.
tiste. Dut 30 far from sdmitting that
our open fellowship rules would rob
us of our *distinctive’ BDaptist posi.
tion, we hold and teach that ours is
the real Baptist position, while that of
our close communion friends is a re-

udiation uf DBaptist principles. A

aptist church, which refuses to ad-
mit an unbaptized person to church
fellowship on the grounds of his non.
baptiom, is disloyal to the traditions
of the denomination to which it be.
tongs and false to the historio prin.
ciples out of which tho denominsation
has grown. The idea that a Baptist
church is primanly » church teaching
doclrines concerving Baplism is an
ignorant delusion, the existence of
which is not creditable to us ae
teachers. It is historieally false fo
suppose that the Baptist position grew
out of & certain concepiion of baptism.
Precisely the contrary is trze. Our
conoception of baptism has grown out
of our position in the developmont of
theological thought. The Baplist de-
nominsation would but afford an ex-
aggeratod illustration of contemptible

{egotism i tha distiactizk foature wers

an assertion of the distinctive rita.
No. My dear sir, our Eositian we
out of our assertion of human liberty,
of the right of free choico on the part
of a freo man, and of individusl free.
dom of approach to God.”

* But 1s not baptism the very reason
for the existence of tho Daptist de-
nomination &8 a Baptist denomination
atall?”

BArTISM A DETAIL.

“ Cortainly it is not. Your might as
well try to make my St. Bernard walk
on her front paws &s set up a denomi-
nation on an ordinance. To make a
pyramid stand on its point would be
a sane endeavor compared with the
effort to found a denomination apon a
rite. Baptisw is only a detail”

A detaill  What do you mean by
that 2"

« I mean that the Baptist position is
the assertion of the right of the free
man to come iu deliberate freeness of
choice to Christ for pardon and sal-
vation. No godiather or godmother
cat make the approach for him; no
government can forbid him ; and no
rieat can open the way for him, Not
in Iis unconscious infancy can he he
forced into the Kingdom of Heaven,
not by passively becoming the subject
of » sacred cercruony can he receive
the germ of a lifo Divine, and not by
help of the sacerdotal offics can the
grace be given him. This necessarily
shuts out the whole mass of teaching
centring round infant baptism, and
demands that if baiﬁcm is to be prac.
tised at all it must be in the person of
an adult beliover. The Baptist, il
true o himeself, will brook the dictates
of no Pope in Christendom, nor in
things spiritual obey the word of any
lord but Chrisv. Either, therafore,
the individual must choose to be bap-
tized, or he must not e baptized at all.”

¢ Then, if gour view is historically
correct, how docs it come about that
the denomination whiok was called
into oxistence for the mseertion of
human liberty is known by a word ex-
pressivo of the * detail ’ as yon eall it 2

“ Easily answered. Thoe psople
called Baptists were nicknamed in
ridicnle * Ana.Baptists’ by their op.
poncants, The popular mind fastened
ug:n the ono very notable funciion of
L

plizing again,’ and cailed theso
radicals of the reformation by s word

embodying the multitude’s sense of
the ridiculous, A quarter of an inch
ia not much, but it makes considerablo
difference at tho end of & ran’s nose.
And many a man’s purity aud bravery
have been forgotten while his big nose
Las been romombered. DBaptism has
basn remtembered.  Baplism Las been
tho big nose, the leading foature which
balf blind people bave just had vision
onough to sco.”

“Then, in your judgmeni, what is
baptism, and what is it for ?”

“ Baptiem is a pledge of Joyalty to
Christ. It is & declaration to your.
solf, to the world, and to God that
hionceforth you belong to Christ. It
is the symbol of an old lifo ended, the
promise of A new life begun,”

“ Then do you urge tho importaunce
of baptism in your preaching 9

“Yes, very frequently and very
earnestly. But wo admit, as I tell
you, to church membership, those
who will not comply. For we should

P Ihold that our talk about liborty was

more cant if wo imposed disabilities
upon a man because, in pursnance of
tho Christian liberty we tSaim, o had
arrived at a conclusion different from
ottr own.”

S ——
A Ridiculous Custom.

A man is diiving along & road on &
cold day, he comes to a place whore
thoro is A waynide inn; Lo drives his
team into the shed, iies tliem and
blankets thewm, and then proceeding
to tho house, without ceremouny he
enters the sitting room where thors is
s good fire. When he is thoroughly
wermed he is ready to continue his
journey, but before doing so he feels
he must pay for the accommodation
he has roceived. And here comes the
ridiculous custom, He does not ask
the landlord how much he owes him,
or hand him what he knows to be the
regular charge, but he steps np to the
bar and ssks for a drink or a smoke,
for which he pays five cents, and when
he has dono mo he econsiders he is not
beliolden to the landlord at all. But
it he is & sociable and generous fellow
he may ask the landlord to havs a
drink or a smoke with him ; the land.
lord will not be so unfriendly as to re-
fuse, whereupon the traveller will lay
down ten ocents and go his way. Un-
less indeed the landlord should say,
“Now it is my treat, what will you
bavo?"” The traveller being kind-
hearted would not hart the landlord’s
feelings by refusing, and so having
taken another drink or a smoke he be-
takes himself to the shed, unties his
feam and proceedsonhisway. Uuless
indeed to make certain that the land.
lord would not suffor Joss be ahould
proposo to treai the landlord and him.
self once mora. And it is known that
this interchange of conrtesies has
sometimeos continued so long that the
traveller would not pursue his journey
until Le had somewhat recovered from
the effects of so much sociability.

Bat supposs the traveller spends
just five cents, does ho pay for what he
Las received? What has ho received ?
His feawnn has had the benefit of the
shed and himself of the fite aud he Las
Lisd A drink or a smoke, all for five
cents, 1f there is sny profit in the
transaction to the landlord, sheds, and
houses, and fires, and drinks and
smokes, must be very cheap at whole-
sale rates. Aund what makes it alill
more curions the person wuo uses
neither ahed nor fire must pay five
céuts for & drink, whick makes it look
as though there is no charge for the
accommodation but only for the drivk ;
then it would follow that thersa must
be & Inrge profit on thes drink to enable
the hotelkeeper to supply the socom-
modation free. Batweneed not follow
this up farther, those of our readers
for whom this is intended will under.
stand our meaning,

Order your Bunday school supplics
from us st oroe.

In tho last paragraph of Bro, Shep-
pard’s article on pago threo of last
number, for ¢ rocaiving ** read *roviow-
ing " as it stood in the manuscript.

8o far we hiave only received one
angwer to DBro. Lediard's question.
Our brethzen aro pondering over tho
malter probably, and wo may have
some replies for the February 15th
pumber, It would be a good idoa to
hiave a conference through Tur Evax-
okLsT on the subject, DBrethren, let
us hear from you.

Now that Mr. Abboit has re-con-
straoted his Cabinet, perhaps ho may
find time to liave that Royal Commis.
sion appointed whick is to lock into
the liquor trafioc avd consider the
quostion of its prohibition. In the
meantimo leb us alt try to get along
without whiskey, beer, eto. That
would be a good way to atop the liquor
teaftio if all the people would stop
drinkivg tho stuff, What s waste of
money is that spent in jutoxioating
drinks |

As aunounced in this paper, Bro.
F. E, Lieigs, one of our brethren who
has spent a number of years as a
missjonary in China, Lins arranged to
visit as many of the churches as he
oan convenisntly reach in the time at
his disposal. He will, no doubt, be
yvery cordially received by the churches.
He is an interesting speaker ; he<ells
his story in an intelligible and impres-
tive way. Every effort should be put
forth to make tho most of his visit by
advertising the meetings, and so secur-
ing Iarge sudiences to hear hi.

———

A long article on ** Church Finance "
will be found elsswhere.  Church
Fivance” may well be called a vexed
or & vexing question in many churches,
and it will continue to bs a0 until
some aensiblo syatem of raising money
is introduced and faithtally oporated.
There is something amusing in the per-
plexity of deacons who wonder why it
is 30 hard to collect money for church
purposes. If money were found difi.
cult to gather for sccular concerns, it
would readily occar tn the same good
brethrean to enquire whether there were
not something wrong with the system
in vogue; but in church matters it is
very common to go along complaining,
the few often bearing the burdens of
the many and no cffort wade to im-
prove the mothod of collecting,

———

Many pooplo seem to imaagine thai
with money and method the conversion
of the world would be emsy. I feel
sure we need more zeal and consecra-
tion. The Watchman puts it abont
right in the following :—

Money alone will not mako any kind
of religions work sucoessful. or-
ever you find a spiritaally prosperous
chureh, an o.g(gessive missionary snter-
prise, the problem of city evangeliza.
tion, or of reaching the neglected class.
es in tho country on a way toward
solution, you find that some men and
women have been putting their beains,
their efforte, their sympathics, their
prayers into it.—Gosrel Advocate,

Whenever we hear of a person say-
ing that a certain religious enterprise
will aucosed if money will enaure it,
we slways make tho mental comment,
“Monoy wouw't do it.” Monoy and
method areimportant, but it is needfnl
that money and method should bs
nsed by men and women “lled with
the love cf God and their fellowmen
in order tc make religions work traly
succcssful  Moreover & great deal of
good is done without the use of much
money and ith very little thought of,
method. And further it is well to
admit that thero is danger that the
money and the method may sssume
u?duo proportions in the m.ad of tho
giver,




