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four years in tlîs rigorous confine-
ment, and sixty-tlîree years olci wvliei
lie died w~ithin the g,,looniy walls of his
dungeoni. During this long terni of
inîprisonnient the King iîever relented
or showed any inercy towards his
captive.

Thiat Louis should oblige him to
wvear a rnask of iron or ans' other nia-
terial continuallv is tiot to be wonder-
ed at. wvlieil we consider the outra-
geous breachi of the law,% of nations that
hiad been pcrpetrated by the arresit of
Miatthioli. At the tirne of bis forcible
capture this noblernan w~as actually the
pletîipotentiry of tlue Duke of
Mantua, and -was entrusted wvitli the
carrying out of a treatv %ith the
King,, of France. For the French
soverehin to order luis scizure and
imprisonnment w~as one of the niost
glaring acts of violence tlîat could bei
conîrnitted, and one wvhich, if dis-
covered, would forever raise distrust
in the breasts of other sovereigns,
and prev'ent thiem froin opening up
anv negotiations whiatever, w'ith Louis.
This is one of the blackest stains on
the character of Louis XIV. Mn
Frenclinien wvlio are jealously proud of
thecir country, and especially of the
,clorious rcign *of Louis, reject îvitli
scorn this charge aga,,;inst the lofty-
minded Kingr of France, but wvhile we
admit xvith theni that the policy of
this sovereignt ivas iii gencral, above
sucu disgraceful tricks, and that as a
King, lie sliowed sonie zeal. for the

* cause of religion and mucb for the
material advancemient of France,
nevertlieless, hie w'as not blamelcss,
and facts iii this particular incident,
apparently prove him guilty of gross
inhospitality and injustice.

A French w'riter, Montesquieu, lias
said that thiere are things tlîat every-
onc says because they biave once beeiî
said. Tbis is truc,. and those things
arc always of an extraordinary and
marvellous nature. Such wvas the
s-aying of Voltaire whien he pro-
claimcd to, the world tilat the Man in
the Iron Mask wvas a twvin-brother of
Louis XIV. This belief lias taken

suchi deep roots iii thîe public ninid,
that it wvould, he useless to attenipt to
eîitirely eradicate it, and it still lias
innunmerable partisanis at thîe present
dlay. It is an opinion altogether
devoid of proofs and probability, flrst
insinuated by Voltaire iii his -' Siccle
de Louis XIV," and afterwvards de-
vcloped iii bis plîilosophical, Dictionary.
Here, after clcscribiîîg tlie different
translations of tlic prisoner uîîder St.
Mars as tliey actually took place, lie
proceeds to draw fromn bis imagination
a verv exact reseniblance iii features,
forni 'and voice, betwvccn this famious
prisoner and flic King, and tlîis
similarity lie bringls forwr..rd as a
proof of their common origin.

In youtb, tluis twîn-brother wvas
brought tip in compicte igniorance of
luis highi ranlk and station in life. 13v
accident lie discovercd his parentage,
and thcnccfortb laborcd to hav'e biis
riglits recognizcd iii the face of tlue
wlibole wvorld, but foilcd at ce'ery turn
and overpoivered, he iras fiuîally con-
denîned to wvear an Iron Ma-k and
pass the renuainder of bis lin itiei
nuost solitarv confinenment of the
Frenchi prisons.

Lucas, ini his tragedy the MIanu iii
thc Iron Mask," almost nuakes us feel
the agony suffered by tluis unfortunate
individtual during bis long inuprison-
nient. On being told tlîat assassin,-
scck bis life, flhc poor prisoner
replies :

"14Mv life! The Ilanie of life lis
lonîg been extinguishcd îvitlin nie.
XVliat you behiold is flot a livinr nman,
but a corpse nuoulderig away in ain
iran tomib. Formerly tluis niask coin-
presscd and bruised nuy features ; but
now nuy sunkeuu, liollowv countenance
sbrinks fronu its toucli ; beneatlî this
cold and motionlcss inmage nuy face
lias contracted by long suffering. 1
have tried to pray tlîrouglîh tlîe dark,
silent niglits of thougbit and anguishi.
but iii vain, flhc bitterness tli:uI
arnasscd itself -ii nîy licart found vent
only iii curses."

But of this prisaner, be lue wl'boni hic
niay, wve knowv witli certainty that W,%
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