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EAI)ERSof theOmil,
~ who have taken a

trip downi the lower
UIIJ~L.Y~i St. Lawrence. have

pcrhiaps,visited the
andi Mfissionia

two hiundred miles froml Quebec. Among
the many points of interest aîong thc iîorth
shiore, jîroibalb!-. no sp)ot cati comîpare %vith
tlîis in scenies a~nd nîieimori-!s i'hîich lead
One hick ini imiagination to tlit ime wheni
Caiiadian soil 'as yet untroddcn 'by
Europeans Il ere, every suinier, dlu nng
the month,, of J uly and August, assemible
the decendants of tlie peaceful Montalgiais,
wvho %vinessed Cant ier's arrivai i n Ca nda,
anlwIlo gave our fair ]and iis naie. 1 uringI
the test of the year thiese natives are dis-
pcrsed in îlieir hunting expeditions ovecrihe
v'ast %vilds, yet wholly undistuibed by tic
humi of civilizatiomi. Ev at Bc*ptsiamiis they
ince few of ihecir p~efcdcousins, and
so, for the xnost paît, unlike an>' othier
natives in E-'astcrni Canada, they undcr-
stand no tongue save that of thecir fore-
fathers, and laigely continue their habits
and customis of three centîuries ago.
]P.xeinlary Christians they have ever beemi
since they were miade acquainted with the
siaving truths of holy Faith, by the first
ilissionaries to Canada.

But leaving, perhaps for anoîlier
occasion, sonie accounit of these good
Indians and their w~ays, tie Owi. desîres,
iii this nunuber, to preserit to its readers a
brief sketch of the fine imuseuni wvhicli
the Oblate Fathers at the IMission ever
Show tlîeir visitors. Our slketch is a transla-
tion of a charming description of a visit to
the Mi-useum, whicli appeared in the July
munmer of Le NVatuTaliste Canadienz, of
Chicoutimni, over the signature of the.gifted
editor of that publication. 1-e says :

li is certainly a surprise for the naturalist
Io find an important niuseuni of natural
history on the north shore of the lower St.
Lawrence, and espccially to find it in the
Montagnais village, at Betsî.tans.

I liad long heard of this collection, but
1 %vas far fronTi thinking that it was so
considerable. After visiting it 1 have no
hesitation in saying that it would be I)ointed
tu withi pride iin many a fanled institution,
and even in man), a large ciL>';

Its establishmnt dates froi the year
186S. A visit tu Betsiamisof the celebra-ted
traveller and naaîuralist, M~. AIf. Lechevalier
who passed the fial and a. part of thie
follmwinig wintcr, as the gues. of the Oblate
Missionanies, furnished Father Arnatud,
0).1\.1) lie occasion of comminencing lus
prcsent miagnificCnt collection.

M. Lechevalier hand thien but lately
arrivcd iii Amierica, withi a view to procur-
îng speciiens for E.uropean niuseurrs.
This gxreat Service to science hie lias con-
tiniued torender ever since. Ilew'asa friend
of the late Abbé Provanchier, and Le
NAtuflralise, wlîilst edited by tlîat dis-
tin'ý7uishied getlemiian, puhlished several
contribuitions froin thc pen of the indefati-
gable scientist. 1 tlîouglît hi;îî dcad for
several years, btut Fatlier Arnaud assures
us that lie w'as alive in 1893. I-le wvas
tiien in Peru, and by ani unfortuna.te
accident, lîad sonie ime before lost a
hand.

Father Arnaud availed hinself of several
visits wilîi M. Leclievalier muade ta
l3etsiamis, to continue to secure.-oological,
omnit hological and ethnological specinmens.
Under the direction of the scientist, the
good Fathier beraie skillfuil in taxidermny.
Flhat art soon counted also aniong its
adepts, M.Grosjean, a Frenchnian, thien
in the enîploy of thie Fathers at the Mission
and who is, indeed, stili with them. A
former soldier in Africa, and then in the
arny of the North during the American
civil war, M. Grosjean is a type très
oris'ial He is, so to say, the curator of
the nîuseutn of Betsiamis, and he it 'vas
thiat showed nie through vith that exquisite
courtesy of tlie true Parisian that hie is.

T'he collection of specitnens is con-
tained iii tlîe building which first served
the Fathers as a residence wlien they
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