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Scripture truth, tlierefore, traced te its source teriîuîîîates iii Ged;
traced to its influence upon the hesxt anid life it terniia iii righteous-
ness. And, here, reverting for a moment te the thoughit lirst presented,
viz., inspiration, -we have the Bible containing sixty-six books, by sonie
fort y writers of various attainimente, in va-ious counitries, extending over

*a periodl of 1700 years, thse writeri unknown te one another, without
conimeut plan or purpese, and yet the influence exerted by all and every
part.of this book is Lo make men hoIy and God-like in character. Is it
inspired of God, or flot I Surely thse ans-%er, even hy the honest sceptic
niukst Iàe,-Irily etis lis thLe book of (>od. Thiis thouglit wvill appear more
fuliy dovuloped in thse next ver-se, which presents tise endu or design. of
Scripture; viz.: Il /sat ilie me»t of God may beper/ect t/so;-ugktlyfurnisled
wdno ai Il god wcrksU."

Mie terni "Iman of Coed," is an unusual form of expi-essien in the New
Testamsent: it occurs frequently in the Old, and there it is applied te a
projphtt or teacher, as in the case of Elijas. In this paýiszige, it no doubt
primuariiy refera te thse New Testament teacher, buit wve t1iiîk: it is te be
taketi in a generie sense, and as such, It embraces ail Clivistiaiis. We
are aIl iii a seuse nmen of God, if Mwe have become linited to christ by
faiLl: more than tlîis, we are said te be sous and daughters of God
Aliuiighity, and it is (4od's desire that we shouild be per-fect; as our Saviour
said, Ilho, ye perfect even as your Father whieh is in heaven is perfect.>
This, liowever, is flot absolute perfection, as that catinot be attained by
the crL-ature; neither la iL a perfecitly sinless stte, for -1there is ne man
that ljvi.th andi sinnetis net ;" but there is a relative perfection or corn-
pletenese of character, at which we should airn, and which by God's
gracee results from a proî>er use cf Seripture. This state is perlîups best
expresseti by the st clause cf thse verse, viz. . lthorougsly furnislied
uiito ail gotod works ;" sud a mani Ilthorougly furuislied unto ail good
wor-s" '>i perfect. Perfection was a characteristic of humnikiity at its
inceptioi-now it ie imperfection. Comng froim thse hanti of bis Creator
there -%as ne duty to which man ivas inadequate-îow imperfection and
inanlesju.tey are written ou every thought, word and action. Mau siiuned
against his Mafker, and as sin is a demnoraiiziug and eiifceblilig principle,
it bits crublied aud paralyzed every faculty of the humia» soul, 11.y, mian
died nîiurally and spiritually by sin This, however, is so far niegative,
but biti i also piositive in its effeets; it lias net only incapacitated man
for the 1 iv ceptioxi of the true anid thse good - but it lias bet linii at N'ar.
,with Gotl ttud everything God-like. Now as perfection consists lu har-
niony witls the divine will, sin and iLs effects uponi the hunmami seul miuet
be ru.îno\ tl lwfore perfection is possible; and juet here .te endi or design
of Scriî>tu i hinmamifest. Seripture ivas but tlie pre>aratimm fi-, and is
but tie exhibition cf Christ aud hiu redeiptive work. In hiimmi we have
not osslv thje iiedel, bùt thrmmgh bixn perfection is m2ade possible to the
miost bitifîi. Ily Chmrist life cornes te the dead soul, deuioraizationm 15 re-
placed lov <irder, feebleness by strcngth; enmîity, barrenmess aud stagna-
tioen iii the huitian seul are replaced by ail thse graces of tIse Spirit..
Morcover mn> internaI perfection impies external effectiveuesa , the maxi
becomw(-s tliuosmghIly furnished unto ail good works. Hie is resîewe-td, re-
clothed, riehabilitmîted in relation Le God and ail tise siToundiing-. This


