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The general utility of the commons, as a means of raisingr moneyI
kept them in existence until, by 1399, tbey h)ad claimed anld
exercised, but by no means secured, ail the powers whiich we
understand, by the liberties of the nation. But the kings were
always restive and had devised ineans by whicli laws could be
evaded and money raised witltout applying, to their faithiful
commons. At this juncture, too, the leadership of the nation
passed away £rom the baronage. The power of the barons was
destroyed by the War of the Roses. At the saine tiine the for-ce
of the medioeval church 'vas exhausted. The elements of a niew

national life were as yet in the gerin. The only force lef t, around

th)e power of the crown. Fortunately for the steacly growth of
the nation, the Tudor despots preserved the forins of liberty,
and pre ferred to throw the formi of Iegality over their arbitrary
proceeding. But the union of temporal and spiritual supremacy
in one band was a critkeal moment: a moment wvhich wvas pro-
Ionged by threatened danger from wibhiout. With the overthirowv
of Spanish power by tie defeat of tie Armada and the rise of
flolland, England awoke as it were from a dreadful nighltmare
and found thiat bier sleep, disturbed tbough it lîad been, had
given lier a giant's strength. The Stuarts atonud for the sins
of the Tudors.

The leadership of the nation passedi into the bauds of the i
commons. The Reformiation had made of England a,. new nation.
The nobility, the natural leaders of rlie nation, from whiose
feeble grasp the sceptre was falling, wvas attacbied to tbe cause
of Reform by the gif t of church lands. Henceforth the strugg le
for political frecdom wss combined wvith that for religious free-
dom. IPuritanisrn led tbe forces in the strife: wvas for P, time
victorious, and then failed-neessarily failed, just as tbe Hilde-
brandine theory had failed-as a political, force. But hence- f.

forward iPuritanism fornied thie basis of ail that is best in the
British character: a living influence moulding social and politi- "

cal life.
Justice and bumanity are the marks of thé modern demo-

cracy, at least of the Anglo-Saxon type. It bas other morej
questionable marks, lest we sbould boast ourselves of perfection,


