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kling V'—af ' an entrance to be administered albundantly unlo'nbscnt from us and the body, inherit the promises ; for from

the crerlusting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ,”—as objects to b desired, sought, and eccured—in a
word, as things promised,

Theso expressions, and very many others of kindred signific
cation, aro to bo found richly stwilding every portion of the New
Testament.  If wo weck camestly to nscertain tho import of
theso deelarations eancerning things which thengh not now soen
by us, aro yot rternal, we shall find that they are indecd great
and precions promises Fach phrase, each word, when fully
weighed will bo found comprehending ennugh to enrich forever
a whole raco of intelligent beingw.

Wo will pause but a momont or two upon this part of our
subject to nsk you to notice, ng you may do from tho parsages
just oited. 1st, That the position pointed to by our text is one
which Christ of set design has been engaged in preparing for
the oljects of his most tntense love  'This, it wo consider the
overwhelming ovilenee which we have that Uis is Almighty
Power—that o lias the roeourecs of Oumnipotenco at Ilis com-
mand, and if wa remember alvo the indubitable proofs which he
gave of the overwhelming atrength of his affection—I1is uncon:
querablo love. even untn death, for those for whom ho under
took ta provide o place, to prepare a hame, must present tho
position to our thought as ono invested with evory possible ad-
vantage.  So prepared it must be, at least for members of the
human race, boyond comparison the most privileged place in
tho universo. Think of Christ as described in God’s {\’onl—
tho Being ** by whom all things were mado ""—** Who thought
it ant robhery to Lo equal with God **—* in whom dwelt all the
fullness of the Gadhoad bodily ;" and can we think of the place
prepared by Him for the ohjects of his peculiar regand as in any
respect inferior to any one occupicd Ly even the most exalted
order of created Beings? DBut we notice, 2nd, That it is
not only prepared by Christ, but that it is the ono He Aimself
occupies ; He is to bo in it ; it is tho position, tho state of glory,
to which He. trivmphantly ascending, * leading captivity cap-
tive,” has returned from His stato of deep but voluntary hu-
wiliation. Tt is not merely a placo upon which Christ has with
infinite skill and power lavisheil the rosourves of infinito wealth ,
but it is the place where Ho in His exaltation, power, glory,
and overflowing love abides, gathering round Himself the sav-
cd, redeemed, sanctified, glorified fumily, to which it is his
avowed purpose to sustain the relation of an clder Brother.
Suceh, if we do not utterly err in our most careful rending of the
inspired exposition of His plan of love, is the astonishing design
of Cirist in His great work of human vedemption. So will He
magnify His power, His wisdom, and His lovo, in the sight and
cestimation of all.  Having first, by condesernding to earth and
und to human nature, afforded occasion of profound astonishment
to the spirit world, furnishing thereby a mystery, ** God manifest
in tho flesh, into which the angels desired tor{ook," Ho then,
by * ascen.ing on high far above all prinvipalities and powers,”
and lifting up for eternnl connection wit{x Hitnself those who
were uttorly lost. will givo occadion to let yet higher wonder
rise.  Look at the position in these two points of view, as pre-
pared by a Being of transcendant power aud of infinite love,
tried even to death for the object of His intense sympathy and
tjuenchless affoction, and as held by that Being in His state of

exaltation and glory ; -and does it not scom to tower highest;mere men of the world

l

theso teachings of Rovelation wo are authorized to infer, con-
corning the position which they accupy,

1st, That it (s one of glorions erallation—onc of perfect
safety. There can bo no danger thero. How unliko the covet-
cd stations of exaltation and honour in this world! Theso 2ro
for man always giddy and dangerous heights,

d, That st is free from cverything which could in the
slightest degree offend or distress. Thero can be nothing there
to causo o momcnt's sadness, uneasiniess, or anxicty. It is a
blessad sholter, a quict testing place for the weary spirits, whero
there is ncither weunkness nor weariness, where ** sickness and
gorrow, pain and death, aro folt and fenred no moro.”” How
unlike tho positions we way occupy here, whero the hest aud
most highly favored must often groan, being burdened, triwd,
afflicted, tormentedl.

ard, Jt must be a place of most honorable and ennobling asso-
ciations. There wi{l congregate tho pure, the holy, the lovely,
tho good, drawn around Christ—the contral puint of an uttrac-
tion which will ultimately irresistibly extend to all such every-
wheie throughout the dominiuns of tiod. It must be a place of
pure enjoymont, oxtatic delight, unutterablo happiness—'* Full.
ness of joy and pleasures forevermoro aro there.'

IT. Our text leads us to consider how this position has been
reached. It is far removed from the station which man osa
fullen Leing naturally occupics. It has not been reached by
thoso whom we arc to follow without strenuous cffort.  They
carnestly desired and diligently sought it. They obediently la-
bored under Divine direction and with Divine assistance, **to
be mado meet for this inheritanco of the saints in light.”  Iow
was it that they succeeded 2 Our toxt declarcs through fuith
and patience.

1st, Through faith. This is opposed to mero sight or sense.
Man hns been created with the power of kuowing through the
senses of tho body, and of being influcnced and exeited to ac-
tion by knowledgo so obtained. The things which are around
him in this world address themselves to him thus, and tend to
move himn to action, and to determine and regulato his action.
But ho has been created with the capacity or power of faith nlso
through which he may know the distant, the unseen, that which
is not now subject to his own obscrvation. The fuculty of
knowing through tho obscrvation of the senses is une which ho
rosscsscs in common with tho lower ondors of animals around
1im, but that of receiving impressions from distant and uuscen,
but spiritual and eternal, realities is peouliar to mman, and con
stitutes for him an ennobling prerogative.

Men differ vory greatly in the strength of their mental
powers, in tho clearness of their intellectual perceptions, and in
force of will, and conscquently in energy of character, social
position, and succees in life ; but by far the most important dis-
tinction which exists is that which arises from the survender
which is made by the different individuals to the one or the
other of these kinds of knowledge, that which is obtained of
the present, tho temporal, the perishing, through the senses,
and that which is obtained of the distant, the spiritual, the
cternal, through this mighty fuculty of man’s spiritual nature.
The former class is by fur the larger; it includes all the
who mind carthly things.” The

even antong tho thrones and dominions of the heavenly pinces things which are seen engross their thuughts, monopolize their af

which the Great Crezator of all things has made ?

fections, and furnish for them the only motives to action, and »o

We have not, and wo ueed not, a minute description of thejby these comparatively insignificant ubjects they are influenced,
position,—the great essentinl facts are revealed, and this may controlled, enslaved,~their will is determined, their character
suffice for our fuith so to rest upon as to ensure to the heart!moulded, their lifo regulated. But it was not so with thoso

“ joy unspeakable and full of glory.”® Wo nced not, shouldj* who inberit the promises.

Thoy wero distinguished not only

not, sorrow as thoso without kope, for our friends who, being} from the lower order of animals, but also from the most of their
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